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to select terms sufficiently expressive to convey an 1dea of the loveliness of the birds comprised in this latter genus
The two birds generally known under the names of Sappho and celle irds i
| g y Pl Phaon are par excellence the most gorgeous birds in
existence so far as regards the colouring of their tails ; and well do these livine meteors deserve the more seneral
= D

name of Comets.

€ bird t,
Genus ComeTES, Gould.

(Kounrys, cometa.)

ISRE 17 Generic characters.
Male.— Bill longer than the head, straight or sheghtly arched ; wings moderate ; fail long and deeply forked,
| the feathers broad and luminous ; fars: naked ; feet small; Aind toe and nail nearly as long as the middle toe and
us, which nail ; tAroat luminous.
defective Female.—>Smaller in size, and nearly destitute of fine colouring.

[‘eCtify b} 195 C
95. COMETES SPARGANURUS : . : : . . . : : e . Vol. I11. Pl. 174.

10pe that, T : :
Cynanthus sparganurus, Jard. Nat. Lib. Humming-Birds, vol. ii. p. 146.

Trochilus (Cynanthus) chrysurus, Tsch. Consp. p. 36, sp. 200 ; Id. Faun. Per. p. 244.
Orthorhynchus chrysurus, D’Orb. et Lafres. Syn. p. 26.

the most Sappho sparganura, Reich. Aufz. der Col. p. 9; Id. Troch. Enum. p- 5, pl. 724. figs. 4651-52.
5 and the Lesbwa sparganura, Bonap. Rev. et Mag. de Zool. 1854, p. 252.
ling from Sparqanura Sappho, Cab et Hein. Mus. Hein. Theil iii. p. 52.
Habitat. Bolivia.
Or races; 196. ComETES PHAON, Gould : : . : ; . : : : ; : . Vol. III. Pl. 175
the other Sappho Phaon, Reich. Aufz. der Col. p. 9 ; Id. Troch. Enum. p- 5, pl. 725. figs. 4653-54. |

Lesbwa phaon, Bonap. Rev. et Mag. de Zool. 1854, p. 252.
Sparganurus Phaon, Cab. et Hein. Mus. Hein. Theil iii. p. 52, note

Habitat. Peru.

1ving the

197. ComETES ? GLYCERIA . : . . . : : : : : : _ _ Vol. III. PL 176.
Sparganura. Mossar, Cab. et Hein. Mus. Hein. Theil iii. p. 52, note.
Pl 179 Habitat. Popayan in New Granada.
This 18 perhaps the most extraordinary bird I have had the good fortune to describe. I have placed it in the
i, p. 71 genus Cometes with a reservation ; for it comprises characters which are found both in Lesbia and Cometes : in form
it most nearly approaches the latter, while in its markings and in the colouring of its throat it resembles the former.
S At present only a single example has been obtained, and this, I am inclined to think, is not quite adult; it may
it possibly be only a young male of a splendidly coloured but unknown species ; and if so, a fine bird remains in store

e to reward the researches of some future explorer.
ng 1t as

198. CoMETEs? CAROLI . : : . : : : : : : : Vol. IIL. Pl 177
Habitat. Peru. e .
Of this remarkable bird about four specimens have been in our collections for many years ; but whether they

are males or females is unknown ; for in fact nothine has been recorded r - : .
., g been recorded respecting these puzzling birds. If the

rence 1IN sCTriDt] ] ' il
rence description accompanying my plate of the species be referred to, it will be seen that it has been bandied about from
ects the one genus to another, different auth ino ' : : :
g i ors having assigned it to 7Trochilus, Hylocharis, Calliphlow, and Avocettinus D
I seen a Some day, when the little-known country of Peru has been more fully investigated, we shall doubtless acquire a
poota. better knowledge of 1t, and be able to deci ' : ol o g i : it
5 | “ : | : de to which genus it really pertains; for the present let it remain in the -,
one in which 1 have placed it. {: 7
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Genus Preroruanes, Gould. D
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N
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y bird (Ilrepov, ala, et Ppavw, ostendo.) e
hese are Generic characters. .5,-7
el (-
W ANUTUS. Male.— Bill cylindrical, longer th ' s , : D3
Yy anil ) al, long an the head, and slightly upcurved ; wmgs very large and sickle-shaped ; tail i
oe. broad and large ; tarst clothed ; feet small : hind toe shorter th: e _ : NS
1 rang 36 : o T ; mnd toe shorter than the middle one ; claws long, shghtly curved, and | éi’?:
sharp at the point. =
A ’r.f;"f?;
a]liance Female.—Unadorned. ! 24};
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