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who has lived in the country and paid any attention to nataral history, that does not recollect that of the H“”:
Hedee-Accentor (Accentor modularis) with its beautiful blue eggs; or has he ever ceased 'to won.der at tlte i
sul"[n;ising construction of the nest of the Bottle-Tit (flle('?'.vtzzr(z. caudata) ? their flotllcstlc architecture 1s G@H
indeed among the most interesting of the many singular features 1n the economy of birds. And ho"w truly thl::
wonderful are some of the nests of the Humming-Birds ! In form and size they vary as much as the different el
<tructure of the birds would lead us to expect, and a similar difference occurs in the situations i which i
they are placed. Some of these cradles are not larger than the half of a walnut-shell, and these coracle- i
shaped structure are among the neatest and most beautiful. The members of the genus 77rochilus and il
their allies expend the greatest ingenuity, not so much in their construction as in the lavish decoration 0]
of their outer walls ; with the utmost taste do these birds istinctively fasten thereon beautiful pieces of flat "
lichen, the larger pieces in the middle, and the smaller on the part attached to the branch. - 1t 1s a question I
among ornithologists whether these adornments are fixed on by a glutinous secretion from the bird, or by i
the invisible webs of some of the smaller kinds of spiders; my own belief is, that the latter 1s the means il
employed. Now and then a pretty feather is intertwined or fastened to the outer side, the stem being ”
N always so placed that the feather stands out beyond the surface. These little cup-shaped nests are frequently il
placed on the bifurcation of the horizontal part of a branch near the ground, and at other times hgher up T d
: towards the summit. Quite the reverse of this kind of nest are those built by the Phaéthornithes: these il
"'- PE latter are generally very frail structures, woven round and attached to the side of a drooping palm-leaf, very i
-9;?;35 frequently overhanging water. Such a nest 1s figured 1n my plate of P. Furynome. Another, of a similar o
fazc form, but of different materials, 1s figured m the same volume, in the plate illustrative of P. Eremata, with
% (WO young ones therein. .
u- | Brery
.:-,.,&? Other Haomming-Birds suspend their nests to the sides of rocks. These are hammock-shaped 1n form, \,”;
n-*;:%i; and are most ingcni()usl}-' attached to the face of the rock by means of spiders’ webs and the cottony materials ;L‘”
A*‘ J of which they are sometimes built. Those made by the Oreotrochili are very large, and composed of wool, fnl,““
K}%H llama hair, moss, and feathers ; at the top of this great mass, of nearly the size of a child’s head, is a little “]flp[h!
j*;i*_,; cup-shaped depression in which the eggs are deposited. Respecting the nest made by the Oreotrochilus jot
\J_\‘é‘? §’| Piclincha, my friend Professor Jameson, of Quito, writes, “ On the first of the present month (November |
’“f\’}??l 118.'}8), [ visited the snowy mountain of Antisana in company with the American Minister. In the celebrated Jh\]ﬁs
*"’*?:?: 2, IYarm-house (about 13,500 feet above the sea) I found in one of the lower or ground-apartments, unprovided -
}“%? with a door, several nests of Oreotrochilus Pichincha, one of which was attached to a straw rope suspended i
¢ i

©
2

from the roof. I am quite certain as identity ¢ 1 1es, havi ]
quite certain as to the identity of the species, having shot one of the birds. The
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rest will be sent to vou i ot S anadl 3 QU A RN T : :
you m my next parcel.” See the figure of this nest given by Dr. Sclater in the

{;'}} “ a'\G ¢ l) . Tave ]' ‘O fl I 7 7 Pex s PR y » \r.
e roceedings ot the Zoological Society,” 1860, p. 80. .
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7 ROt dSome of the Humming-Birds, and perhaps this verv specioc ama cats ) :
&:ég;f o = y € l(,l‘h“lpb this very species, are said to suspend their areat nests by the iy
RS AN @ » £ » finao - e , 5 ig 3 __
;ﬁ;:g_ﬁ,: middle from the fine hanging root of a tree, or a tendril ; and should the nest, which is of a curved form i
AAD » - . N y
AN | and built of any coarse materials at h: ove T R :
3 kit : at hand, prove to be heavier on one side than the other, the higher side is il
: \V(.l(r It(.‘{ \\-ltl] ;. S ;_ . 3 bedhl, ™. M) » Tars" . )y . =4 [~ . . % '
= t small stone or square piece of earth until an equilibrium 1s established and the egos pre- o
vented from rolling Yo e - o2 | |
rolling out.  If such powers, so nearly approaching to that of reason, should be doubted by some iy
of my readers, I can assure the - | e '
: S, 1. can assure them that one or more se o e - : - h
Collect: l | t ore of these loaded nests are contained in the Loddigesian s
/OlIECLIOoN § and one 1s at this moment before me. an examination af : : : “
LRt yment before me, an examination of which will satisty the most sceptical of I.hugpr[
e truth of this stateme ARTERTY: : :
s statement. ()¢ casionally the old nests are repaired or built over the old one. two. three or
more years In succession. Manv © InS - : : ’ ’
; Ss1on. | other Instances - Mo RO .
- ances might be given to show that the nidification of the b}
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