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« Both sexes work in concert in building their nest, laying a rather coarse foundation of drift grass, dry

Upon this rough mattress the female HI)I‘(‘EI(IH a bed of the finest down plucked from

tangle, and sea-weed.
her own breast and by no means sparingly, but heaping it up so as to form a thick roll quite round the nest.

When she is necessitated to go in quest of food after beginning to sit, she carztu ly turns this roll of down

over the eggs to keep them warm till her return. It is worthy of remark that t wough the Eider Duck lays

only five or six eggs, 1t Is not uncommon to find ten or more in the same nest, occupied by two females who
live together in perfect concord. The quantity of down in each nest is said by Von Troil to be about

balf a pound, which by cleaning, 1s reduced by one-half. Its extraordinary elasticity appears from the fact

that three quarters of an ounce will fill a large hat; and Pontoppidan says that two or three pounds of

it, though pressed into a ball which may be held in the hand, upon being allowed to expand, will fll
the covering of a large bed. It 1s worthy of notice, however, that it 1s only the down taken from the
nests which has this great elasticity ; for what 1s taken from the dead birds 1s said to be far from as lght
as that the female plucks to form a bed for its young. It 1s on this account that 1t 1s prohibited by the laws
of Norway to kill the Eiders for their down.”—ZRennie’s edit. of Montagiw's Orn. Dict.

“The food of the Eider,” says Macgillivray, ¢ consists of bivalve mollusca, which it obtains by diving,
as well as of crustacea, fishes, and the roe of both. I am not aware of its ever feeding upon vegetables

in 1ts natural state ; and yet when domesticated 1t has been found readily to eat grain. This remarkable

facility of transition from an animal to a vegetable food appears to be very common in this felmily of

birds, and 1s said to produce a corresponding change in their flesh as an article of food. That of the
Fider, under its common regimen, is, I think, fully as palatable as the flesh of the Mallard. The flight
of this bird is direct, steady, and moderately rapid, being performed by continuous quick beats of the wings,
generally low over the water. [t swims well, sitting lightly, althoueh from the flatness of its body 1t seems

to sink considerably, and on diving is capable of remaining a considerable time under water.”

I agree with Audubon in believing that if this bird were domesticated it would prove a valuable
acquisition, both on account of its feathers and down and its flesh as an article of food ; and that this would
not be a matter of (liﬁiculty 1s certain, since the thirteenth Earl of Derby and Mr.
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