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was so different from eggs pr

1O l'nlhillt'l' I..HII}_:-MH{'(' I)ll{'lx .

Hpon I

nests, pe

In common with some other ornit!
those Ducks which do not occasionall
Hli}lllillf_{'
hevond the onlt
miles up the river w
?*ltr'||:ili: ;

some kind of Duck, the appearance

lt‘t'].lllil:

]m\ilntili .

I1v small for the size of the bird, and, n

BTN
“ A fe
by a centleman (Mr.
| " . nest from which be himself had shot a i

rhaps «t11l wanted confirmation.

this country 18 certain ; but Mr. John Hancock iformed

10 a SWi - Northumberland, which 1s now drained
() |j|'(‘{‘{l \Il[llll&l“('(l”f‘\]} 11 d .‘\“{lllll) 11) .\(H ¢ , ‘ :

astonally on the Northumbrian moors.
nd Mr. Wolley in the following extract from the last edition

NOf Lhabitually hreed

hird still hreeds occ

. od hv Mr. Henry Milner ! T
A uws of British Birds,” tends to prove that the eggs of the Pintail are

. ||l-rl‘;1linll*~ of ‘I“' ]Lii-i ‘ > - -
4 are very like those of the Long-tailled Duck (Harelda

\oreover,
hence 1t will be read with interest.
 cavs Mr. Wolley, | was very

Henry Milner), who had broucht it from lce ‘ |
| wmale Pintail as it rose. It seemed so small for the bird,

much surprised at the appearance of an egg given me

o e - land in 1846, and who assured me it was

viously n[;[m'{‘(l ‘o he genuine, and looked like what I had been accustomed
(* [ - ~ ~ 34

This single ege from Iceland, 1 accordingly valued very highly, and looked

- b l] o of Me Milner’s. like all others founded upon single
1 \l'l'll}llilt' l}lll‘.lll R, lllillli_[ll lll]a (llh(()\ll_\ (]I \ll 1 ll , \ l g

b

ologists, 1 had l{}ll,!_{ been almost In a state of (]Csptlll‘ about most of

o at least. breed in Great Britain. It was this which, more than

, for many reasons, the fenny regions

determined me to take a journey to the far north ; anc

CIsC, . - ¢ , t
of Bothnia seemed the most |n'mni.-~in:_:'. On the 7th of June, 1853, I was some hundred

teh forms the boundary between the territories of the IKing of Sweden and the Czar.

’ : P " 11 " Yo & . ' - " v . s Ty YD) =
't 2 house by the u';llt*r-wtlt‘, l {*Ulll(] .*_f(‘l lmtllms_{ to eat |)llt a few (ggh, «llll()ll;_:’J “lll(,ll were nine Of
of \\'|1i('|1 Wds ('.\’;l('tl}' lils;t‘ tllc mlt'l Ilil\'c Ill(‘lltl()llcd dAS l)(:lllg I)l'Ollgllt from

hut. havine no means of 'lt]vnlil‘\'ins_:‘ fll(_’lll, | (ll'nl)[}(‘(] them into the kettle without the least remorse.

On the 14th of June. some hundred miles further north, in fact within half an English mile of where I am

Cow writine ( Muonioniska), after a long and fruitless search for eggs, a Duck fluttered up a few }'Elrds off. There

Was da 'us

h to the spot, greatly to the peril of the nest, sunk as it was in the moss. It was lined with down, and

contained four eces.  The lllil{'(' was marshy, a few vards from the forest, on the rise of the hill. At ml(lnlghtl

went acain to try and obtain the bird ; it was just taking a circle over the nest, and 1t bent its long neck down to

oo that all was safe. T had a eood look at it, as the sun was still shining. Twelve hours afterwards I had a shot

el il (S il

l.'mtlk lnnl\ l‘it‘ {

f‘l'&li 1CT'S.

rose rather wildly : but it did not seem to be hurt, and, as 1 had to continue my journey, [ now reluc-
os 3 but I hoped that the down would serve to identify them, for amongst i1t were several breast-

\‘I
—

In the meantime, if I could trust myv eves, the bird was a hen Pintail ; the eggs were, perhaps, a

week sat upon, and just like some others I had attributed to the same bird. On the 18th of June, I and my

me of beaters put up the old ones from three nests at different times in the course of twenty-four hours 1n a

aree marsh. I saw two very well, one of which I examined with my ;_;‘las.s as 1t stood with 1ts neck up in an

open |!|;ll‘t‘ sOme hi\'t_'; Or Se\ l'I]l}‘ _\.'ill‘(]- off. lr was 4d Pilllili . ‘\” t]lC eooSs Were ll("‘ill‘]}" hatching, Hl]d tllt

o

S°

yYOung, of which | ]ll'l“*l‘l"s'{‘l] one or two, were all of lll(.f SAIne Sl)CCiCS. | EllS() l{(.‘l)t tllC (]O\Vll Ell]d Scattered

feathers

Ih{'l'llliilll'

from each nest: and now I considered I had cenuime Pintail’s eggs of my own taking. But the most

nt proof was still wanting—the skin of a bird I myself should obtain from the nest. It was not till

last season that I got this proof.  On the 20th of May, 1854, I visited the same marsh ; and in a little wooded

.I‘*lrlll{l H]'

a few yards i cireuit, a Duck rose almost under my feet, and I shot 1t, feeling sure it was a Pintail,

as it proved to be.  There were six eggs, a day or two sat upon. The nest was made of a few twigs, mixed

and lmed with down from the mother’s breast. It is usually made of l()ll!_{ bleached orass, or ﬂll\_'thi“g that

comes to hand.  This bird breeds generally in marshes, and not very near large pieces of water. The eggs

seem to be lMi.‘xH} sSIX or seven 1 number.  The Pintail 1s one of the earliest breeders among the DUCkS*

'I.lll‘\ étll

\s soon as the Ducks are hard sitting, 1

llt.l[{"“-.h1

Pear as soon as the water lu':__fllh (o open, and may be seen ht%lll(“llg n I)Elil‘s at the Cdg(j of the 1ce.

e Drakes go about in flocks, having apparently deserted their

¢ eggs are of a clay-colour, slightly tinged with olive, and measure about two inches in length

,l_\ one illi‘ll .lli{l el llil“‘ ill |ll'l'JH Ill.

lli l.r!

Tlll' Itnnll

l)i”.t'l'
1! Ill.lll' ]Irl‘* ilH'H'thl‘fl Icr ¢vo
that. 1'\['1‘]” il\ Hi/.l‘. the

lml A -|1HI'I li!lli‘ .

that the
thi nm :
1he |

ifl.uul Mr. Wheelw riel)

"¢ L always found the nest of the Pintail in the small willow plantations that skirt
of the fells.

He obtained his first nes on the 4th of June.

ent as s the oarb | * SECYES | nntor . '
- of the two CXCS 1N winter, as .\]HJWH O l']l(' El(‘(‘()lll])illl\'lllg l)lilt(’-, SO0n ;lft(fl' the

, the male throws off his finery, and assumes a dress so like that of lus mate,
(WO Sexes are

"y lII\
——

very similar in appearance ; the summer dress, however, is carried

for early n . Y - - : : :
VoIn antumn the fine winter costume of the male 1s dZdll assumed. Scll)\,’ beheved

C

o l"l.’ll:'__'_t'ﬁ were O I hyv ¢ : - : h
| l! 1|.|II{{II Y a change n the colour of the feathers, rather than by a renewal of
ut I think that this IS not the :

]I.H[-

case, and that the feathers are shed upon each occasion.

represents an old male ‘ v s1ze of Lif ' - ¥ o i ' |
| nale, of the size of life, with a reduced ficure of a female in the distance.




