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conerecates i nnmense numbers. 1n decovs 1t does not ”_\' in such lil!‘:_:‘t' flocks as many Uth(‘r ])ll(‘ks, from

twenty to twentv-five Teal being a considerable number. | have once known of a flock of sixty, but this is
d VOTIY \ih 'lil.il‘ Ht't'H!'l't‘Hl'l‘.“

Unlike most other kinds of birds, all the Ducks undergo a second seasonal change, and the Teal among

heir number: during the spring and the early part of the summer the male 1s dressed in gay attire,

uhirlr, after the hrt-t-iliu:'-w;mrn. 1S X l;lllj_{t‘fl for a more nnllllll'{‘ It\'('l“\', SO l'IHHL‘I}' ElHHlllll]illillL{‘ O llmt' nf

the female that 1t 1s not easy to l[ixli]lj_['![inll one sex from the UIIIL‘I‘; this ll]lllllili;'t‘ 1Is carried until late mn

T'It‘ Aduatumn, H]H*il il i-n ;t'_;;lill t‘\{'llélllf_{'l'(l f‘nl‘ llll' :_{';l}'(‘l' lll‘l‘a*.

The flight of the Teal is dashing and spirited ; it rises directly from the water, and flies off in a
straight line, or threads with vast facility through the branches of the alders and other trees growing by the
sides of the hittle nooks and secluded lr!.t{'lw im which 1t 1s i‘l‘(‘(lllt‘llll_\' flushed. “'(lll(lk‘l'f‘“”}' l'El]li(l, in(]u-(],
is the flight of this bird when fairly on the wing, or when it comes sweeping round the sportsman, who
may be on the gui vive for a shot, and who must be quick, mdeed, 1f he wishes to bag any of the flight.

On the water the Teal 1s light and buovant, swimming high above the surface, and (“s])lel}'ing 1ts fine

oreatest ;Hlk;llll;i,‘_:l', lml'lirll ;11‘!\' l|11' lw;mlil'lll |}l!”' all‘illt‘ Hedar IIIL‘ SL‘EI[llIIElI'i(‘ﬁ Uf Illt‘ llmlv; On

—_—

[llllllhl'__jl* L0) Illt‘

-

the land 1t has none of the awkward *_;.'1il of the lli\'illg‘-llm'lh, but walks with ease and (‘Ullll)itl'llti\'t' L‘I{‘:_;‘;lm'v
of movement.

The Teal n-;uiil_\' becomes semi-domesticated. and will breed in the |mn('.-; and lakes of the ])lv;lsurv-

ground, even in such sitvations as the Zoological Gardens in the Regent’s Park. The decovs, in which the
greater number sent to our markets are taken, differ much in their character ; some are great open sheets
of water, hike Fritton in Suffolk. while others comprise a number of ponds, as at Nacton n the same

county. In that first named, Mallards, Pintails, Widgeon, and Teal are often to be seen indiscriminately

mingled ; but at Nacton 1t is far otherwise : there each pond 1s tenanted almost exclusively by a single
. F N " - 2 : -
species, the Teal always going to the smallest and the highest up the glen—a circumstance of great advan-

tage to the owner, . Tomline. Isq., who, through his clever decoy-man, Skelton, can obtain a dozen Teal

any morning he pleases, without disturbing the Mallards and other birds below. 1 shall not easilv foreet
= -

wow much I was interested ]1_\‘ the sight presented to me on visiting this [){'('11“;11‘ decoy, nor Mr. Tomline’s

andness i forwarding to me from time to time examples of all the Duck tribe, taken therein in their finest
states of plumage, for the furtherance of the present work—an act of courtesy and liberality which I have
much pleasure in here acknowledging. |

“'lhl"ﬂ‘- ' Te: 7 gav . 'y kR = : . S
e well-known Teal. says Mr. Jerdon, “is one of the most abundant of the wvisitors to India. It

I‘I'l‘t HEIE I'!Hl\“’* 'l“f] l'i\ < 3 : ; |
| ( l‘l\\‘ {jtr{"l] l!l lilll (] ] # F ‘ *Y i 3 B O ' -y 5 -
nense flocks. Large numbers are netted or caught 1 various ways to

sup |]_x the Tealeries., It is strictly a Ili‘_:llT-ﬂ't‘I“llf_{ nlu'('it'a

" o .
) I | . ; and about sunset immense flocks mav be seen
and heard flying in different directions to their feeding-grounds.”

In Cunningham’s ¢ Ladakh, Physical,

| | | . mentioned that he *“ shot three Teal on the Sara) Dal, a small lake at the
. . . . 2o ) ‘ g Y < ’ {
iead of the river Bhaga, at an altitude of 16,000 feet.”

.“I.tllw!itnl], ;mll ”ixful'it‘itlﬁ. if i‘*

I hat ardent lover of nature, and excellent sportsman, St. John
. . 0 :

Q | | speaking of the Teal as seen by him in
\ IHIlt'f']-lllllﬂllll‘{" SAvs 11 -

cal carcely e NE ') e ™ > . .

oy | | scarcely be called a winter bird with us, althoueh occasionally a pair or two
(11l) 'arl ¢ ~ . () % . : -
ppear; but m spring they come in numbers to breed and rear their

| tiny voune in the swamns and lochs.
\=:I|1.||:_{' can exceed the b P s 3k

eauty and neatness of this minmature Duck.

]l’ l]i(*a Willl rre: w1 f ' Q ‘1 Q)
: : i - reat sSwiltness, rising
“'”l'l"'”l.‘ into the air when disturbed. = ’ "

and 4|ru[:|m|u‘ a8 {Im('lx‘l_\‘ after a short fheht.,  1In spring the drake has

al Ill'l’lllirll' 1's|||--l|t': | u!||1't' Iirm-x l]lt' nHotre i'~

a loud quack. A pair of Teal, if undisturbed, will return year

.‘1|lt'l‘ '\twil‘ L0 Ilit' ~dine Innrl f‘nl‘ Tl:{' Illli‘luht' UI' lll'{‘t‘{
i

ng.  Like the Wild Duck, they sometimes hatch their

young a {'”IIHT{l[*I'll;lq' distanc r

o — i 1 Il{ . " - . oo . . -

lakes the T . ¢ from the water, and ead them immediately to it. In some of the mountain
Akes the Teal breed in great numbers. W ‘ '

cloud of these birds rise

The eg

zgs are of a lengthened form.

in breadth they

1] o 1 | . :
- | hlm“““u I *\“‘-i“-‘""f, | have occasionally seen a ]wr]‘vct
oI some grassy |nt‘ll ¥ '

measuring one mch and nine lipe

S | s 1 length by one inch and four lines
are o a creamy white. .

Elll[l l‘i“'l]f olve T . -
ght to twelve in number. The nest is composed of grasses,

and lined with down and feathers.
]'l‘lll'l"‘*f'lr[l'll Il‘\'-}l [l'l‘hrilli'l
but the males of the Transatlan

Ir:t't‘t”-- O] Hages fm!] t;ll"lnilw |\i!|f|

In North America our Teal |

I *l‘tl:'r 'S i[ -

s of herbaceons lll;lilh.

.

"‘l”'('“"n 'IH‘ Q!/f'k'f/fff’f/f(/ﬂ (rf/)'ff/f./ff’!h\';.\‘, W]li('ll lllll(']l

tic bird are easilv recaoon: . oo ab
on the back, and the presence of a Jio] | "¢ easily recognized by the absence of the buf stripes
- d Hngnt-coloured crescent on either « L he e ‘ ‘
wing. ier side of the breast, just in front of the

f I ‘l!l\l[lu l ' I. ‘[ ] i .I .
| ] t lll’r I - ¢
l"ll]i!li 'I I

: : _ |JI'(HH] N q ‘ - o -
o f a female in the distance of young, of the size of life, with a reduced



