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fj he Shoveller seldom, if ever, dives for its food : neither does it ramble by mght over the land far away
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oth mandibles being thickly beset with fine pectinated laming, aptly

hill 1s admirably .nfn]n:wl_l||r edees of
comp red by W son to a weay er s r'tw-t|. hy means of which the bird has Illt‘lltii\'t‘r 0l retaminge illl}' nutritive
mnatiers It may rhld.élﬂfllﬂ‘rVinihlu Iht'lnut];nlﬂ 1H|HW‘~I”:~MIH(F% Nol lwﬂlulﬂlhllltlllﬂ Ht“l“ﬂ(wl,

1 he F‘Li}\thl‘F ih wllhit%‘l LO TWO very mdar xFil hlﬂihlﬂlnl (WInllul'\ Ol PIIIHIEH;(U l)llrllﬂf \\Wlltvl'ElH(l hl)FlHL{ 1S

black bill blue-oreen head. white breast, chestnut-coloured abdomen, blue shoulders, and black and white
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vellow IHllli]u‘ ceated ke cems in the centre of 1S ]:lulf-;:IWﬁ(11 head ; but, as soon as the female |111;|1|5 {0

imcubate, those colours disappear, and. like the Mallard and the Teal, he assumes the more uniforn
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Me J. H. Garney. Jun.. has called myv attention to a fact, which, indeed, had not (‘a(:;lllt'(l my notice, that
some females are more red or chestnut-coloured on the abdomen than o thers, the reason of which 1s not well
understood : it may be due to age, or to the normal change not having taken [llil('(‘. On reference to the

accompanying Plate 1t will be seen that, ordinarily, the female, besides diflering from her mate in

Ly i||;; a mottled brown L:;lrll, has the Cves brown and the bill llli\'(‘, while the I(‘;fﬁi and feet dre, like
”Imat'lﬂkfht'IHJIF.llfilfiHl‘lHWHlulu}lWIH\Y.

As a tenant for the aviary or home ponds and lakes no bird is better adapted than the Shoveller, its
disposition bemng as tame as its plumage 1s ornamental.  When in cood condition its flesh as a viand
for the table 1s unsurpassed by that of any of the Duck tribe; indeed so much is if prized on this ac-
count, that authors on both sides of the Atlantic bear It'atirlltlrl}‘ to 1ts excellence.  Selby says ‘it is very
dehicate and well-flavoured. and. n consequence, |1i11|||}‘ esteemed ;7 Wilson that it 1s uniformly jaiey Elll;l

well-tasted ; and Audubon that “ no sportsman who 1s a judge will ever pass by a Shoveller to shoot a

{ .nlxauu-lnu'L, Tht‘t*\rtWIVIH 4iur1il} of whose l|v~|l i\ ]JFU\IWWJhIL As 1) ;uﬁi('(' (if I}HJH ﬂ' iﬁ lllPFtWiHl‘
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I he Shoveller breeds in the central parts of marshy districts, the nest , which 1s ]}IEI(TJ(I on the ground,

being 'l“'141||} ormed 1 the tufts of coarse herbage abounding in such situations. The egcgs are from ten to

twelve in number, of a '”"'}' white, with a faint tinge of green, and measure a trifle more than two inches in

leneth by one inch and a half in breadth.

Lhe young were formerly stated to be at first very shapeless and ugly, and the bill to be as broad as the
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. o simcee d proved by Mr. Youell, in the thi teenth volume of the ¢ Transactions of the
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voung Shoveller, when hatched, i1s not
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hlated lated 1|l}. | can 1YSe It answer. | Juring the summer of 1841 a pair of Shovellers made a nest and
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ducklings were as narrow and the sides as parallel as the

- . _ s of some Gadwalls which were hatched at the
same time on another island in the same PiV(T‘{d‘\rHTtW"‘
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