This was in May 1856."—Z0s, 1860, p. 81.

Hi't'lll”:- more than twvelve miles distant.
"1t 1s stated that ““ though this bird
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Wolley and mvse { ']‘IH.“.FI] the _\l‘=t|l- were awdrd of the llillli!a of l||l‘ Illl'(l, we did not ?--ll('(‘t‘(‘(l 1) ob-
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Northern Gahlee, among some (rriffons (/'ff//rf;"/;f/i'ff.a') nests 1n \‘:l\
The late Mr. Strickland says it 1s frequently to be seen in the poultry-shops at Smyrna; and Messrs.,

Dickson and Ross state that 1t 1s abundant at [orzeroum, frequenting the marshes during the (lsl}'fmw, and feeding

late i the evenine and early in the morning 1n corn- and stubble-fields—that 1t arrives about the middle of

VMarceh, and eparts at the end of November thev also remark that 1t 1s I'Ell'{‘l}' seen on the water.

«The Ruddy Sheldrake, or Brahminy Duck, as it is called in India,” says Mr. Jerdon, * 1s a well-known

winter visitant to all parts of the country. [t is generally seen, even at this season, 1 pairs or sma | parties,

frequenting alike rivers, brooks, jheels, and lakes. It walks well on the ground, and grazes mn the young

corn-fields, just like Geese; it also picks up seeds of grass, gramn, &c. Towards the close of the cold

weather the I’:r;tlnniu} Ducks assemble in numbers, and on the Chilka Lake I have seen thousands 1 one

flock in April.  The call is peculiar and Goose-like (resembling a clarionet, says Pallas), sounding something

like a-ouno. and hence the name of Aangir, which, according to Pallas, 1s oiven to this bird among the
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Mongols.” Mr. Yarrell says that this sound 1s attered while the bird 1s flying, and that at other times 1
cries like a Peacock, especially when kept confined, and that it now and then clucks like a hen. Dr. Jerdon
says, The Hindoos have a legend that two lovers, for some indiscretion, were transformed nto Hl‘illllllill}'
Ducks, that they were condemned to pass the mght apart from each other on n|)|m-itv banks of the river,

and that all night long, each n its turn, asks its mate 1if 1t shall come across, but the (]lu‘r-;linn 1s always met

by a negative :—* Chakwa, shall T come?’ ¢No Chakwi.” ¢Chakwi, shall I come?’ ¢ No Chakwa.” " —
/;f-f'f/.\ ;,/'/”,/,}f‘ "'.lll. I!l Il. 1-1,_)

Captain L. H. Irby, in his * Notes on Birds observed in Oudh and Kumaon,” says, ¢ The Ruddy Sheldrake

(Casarca rutila), Brahminy Duck of Europeans, the Chukwa of the natives, probably so called from 1S

i

cry,” 1s “very common in the cold season on the large rivers and lakes, but is seldom seen on the small

1||It‘l'|-, except the vicinity of rivers. l)ut‘lll'_{ the (Iil_‘s'. immense flocks rest on the sand-banks of rivers,

and towards dusk break up into pairs and disperse in various directions.  Should one bird be killed, its mate

will not leave the spot, but continue Il_\iuf_:; round for some time, calling r(-|w;|t(~(|lx', [t 1s a shame to shoot
them, as their flesh 1s |:|‘nwr|:|ll| for 1ts tfi'_\'i!t‘--~ and other bad 1|l|;l|iti('.-~. There 1s a strange Hindoo ]{':_:'{'lll|
¢ ' . Jf-.a " . . ' . - o ' . . . .y
about the Chulwa. thi pith ot which 1s, that any persorn who kills one 1s for ever after doomed to celibacy.”—
[his. 186]. P. 249).

lhe food of the Ruddy Sheldrake consists of aquatic plants and their seeds, insects, the fry of fish,

— -

'll"' \ - 1 . "ll' . : ¥ Ay ' v : "y y :
arhdin, o&C, ||H} |r1_\ eleht or nine creamy white egos - and when the voung ones come Im'th, the mother will
oftten Carry them, from the ]:I;u'r of ls;trt'llillg_:' to the water, in her b1l

| he above passages comprise all the mtormation of illlt‘i‘t'nl on record ]'{*a]}(*('tinu‘ this I)ii'(]_ | am aware

Hnisl Illl_,\ll have bed I« HIII]IIt ‘-.Hlfl INnto two or llll‘l‘l‘ l};“'}[:‘]‘;[]ilh - |1“] I IIEI\L' '}l“ll,‘_{'llt 11 ”“h' an act of IHH“(*l-

to the various ters 't eac v or hi ; : : Y -
¢ various writers to let each speak for himself. T have only to add that there is but little difference in

the ontward T o of i L : .
| ird appearance of the sexes : perhaps a lighter-coloured head and the absence of the black ring

lrom the neck of the fe . - .
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