cemarks that the males do not appear to attach themselves to the females till the second year, when they
. L T { ' .

have u'l]llil't'rf the dult Mlllll.l“t‘: and | have also l)]ht‘l‘\'(‘(l Tlliﬁ to be the case on tlll‘ A\Ul'fllllllll)l‘i;tn coast,

where these hirds are common upon such |HH'T*~ S lil't‘ﬁt‘lll a barrier of -"*illlfl-lll”?*, the chosen 'H"L‘L‘flln:_;‘ resort

of this species. In addition. however, to those that reside permanently on our shores, we are visited by

considerable numbers during their periodical flights to and from the more northern countries of l“,l]l‘[]]}(*_

In the beginnine of March I have sometimes seen hundreds together upon a favourite locality, where they

Lo -

have continued for a few days, and then departed for hicher latitudes, this being the time of their return

-

from their equatorial or winter mieration. The rabbit-burrows, with which the sand-hills of the coast are
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w0 often perforated, are the places that the Sheldrake usually selects for nidification 3 and 1in such of these

"
a2 Feh

1s have been deserted by the original inhabitants, the females form their nests of bent-grass and other dry

2
-,

vecetable materials, sometimes as far as ten or twelve feet from the entrance, Illllll;_;' them with fine soft

5

down plucked from their own breasts. They lay from twelve to sixteen eggs, of a pure white, or with a

V-
e

very faint tinge of green, and of an oval form, being ullmll}' rounded at both ends. These are ncubated

—

L
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for thirty days before the exclusion of the young, this being the period common to most of the Anatide.

- N
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During this time the male keeps an attentive watch in the immediate vicimty of his mate ; and when hunger

“-

& Yo+

e & _r‘_“

calls her from her charge, he mstantly takes her [11;1(_'(' and covers the eggs till her return.  As soon as the

-
"~
5

s

\oung dare hate lt'{l, they are ('nlltlll(,‘l('(], or, as more fl‘(‘(]llt‘lll]_\' llil])llt‘llﬁi, carried the bill by the llill‘tlltn‘ Lo

-~

the water’s edge ; and upon this their native element they immediately launch, seldom quitting it till fully

i

fledeed and well able to fly.  Bewick observes, that if the tamily 1n their Progress from the nest to the sea

‘;1‘§!§.

# r"_(-' "’_‘.i F"_

should lm,:rn-n to be intt'rru]:tt'(l by an ntruder, the young ones seek the first shelter, and squat close down,

L Y
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whilst the parents, directed by the instinctive feeling that so universally prevails throughout the feathered

£
B

o
(s

race at this interesting period, adopt the same kind of stratagems as the Partri ge, wild Duck, &c., feigning

t‘
5
o,

lameness and mability of flight, n order to attract attention and divert the pursuit to themselves. As the

Sheldrake 1s much prized as an ornamental appendage to large lli(‘(‘t‘h’ of water for 1ts handsome form and

%y
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varied plumage, the mbabitants of the coast are in the practice of watching the old birds to their nests

L

durime the mrl_x' part of the breceding-season, and diggimg up the Coos. These are [llil('('(l under a hen or

T
-

" -

tame Duck ; but great care and attention is requisite 1 rearing the young, and it 1s seldom that more than

-‘ T
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i } | :
e V
-

three or four survive from a hatching of a dozen egos.  Thev soon become tolerably tame and answer to the

).

call of the person who feeds them ; when fully fledeed. however, being very active birds. they are apt to
. - 4 9 !

stray away, and, 1f left with their pinions unmutilated, generally in time flv entirely off, though I have known
- - - “

them return, i two or ee Imstances. after an ahconce Af many ~ : )
In two or three mstances, after an absence of many months . . . [ pon the approach of spring

- 9

the fleshy knob at the base of the upper mandible, which during the autumn and winter is scarcely per-

ceptible, begins to swell and acquire a beautiful erimson hue, and at its full development 1s nearly as large

as a marble. At th y - » male L : -
1S season, also, the males pay partic ular court to the females, erecting themselves and

ol
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utterine ‘) =il W e o 2 : . :
ng a shrill whistling note. re peated with great qnu-lm(-w, and attended with a h*c{lucnt movement of
T|H' IIt‘.'lf] » they are ;1]-.|] voery it“l
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ous and 1rascible at the approach ul‘;m}' other bird to their mates. The

tood of l'l{' .\llt'lill‘;llxt‘. ill il*-- 1\'i|l‘

»
.
™ T

. N7
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state, consists of marine vegetables, molluscous shell-fish, insects, &ec. :

=

R

but when domesticated thrives well upon grain, and indeed upon the usual fare of poultry.”

“On examination of 1 1771 ni ‘ : : |
X : ¢ gi1zzards ol nine , : Jf av Nt Erpe
ey | - | ne birds killed in Belfast Bay, Strangford Lough, and Dundrum Bay
in winter weather of all kKinds, and in the months of Marc

’

1, April, and May,’

says Thompson, * I found

them all t ontain ‘r mi o .
Ul to contain a number of minute univalve shells, with some sand or gravel A few of these, from the
— . é Gy

| i | were ('ll“l'l'l}' II”(“' 's\'llll l,f//a’{'f/f‘;fff HH/}';(//;‘{'(/’ a Immost “I)”“(h“]t ."'*l](:('i(??“\. rl‘llt'
;

WO ]]I’*l-llll'll[illlll'fl ltl{‘;ll'lfil"*.

. “ l ; Ak . ( -. | . ) :
with minute mollusca, n February 1849, during mild weather, bad its stomach wholly filled
I HDInute n S , " . - . . d o

- TOTHSC4, Aontacuta purpurea, in profusion, Skenea depressa, and a few Paludina muriatica. Its

crop was full of the two former winn ohinle ol . ; '
O These she ]-h\-lll Tlll‘ xllllllti("l ]”'H[lll{'l'(l \T]“ more, so tllilt 2“ “()(, n

T | i these minute mollusca were estimated
to be in the bird at the same time.

llll' ;\x'fﬁf'f! iﬁ illmlll llll‘ hi'/,(‘

| il of clover-seed, or one-eichteentl |
| | | -e1ehteenth of an
mch ) il!.lrm'lt'r; the _l/;;;,/,r”-;;/,,‘ l\ll('n |;“.“.(. , : t

, 18 one-twelfth of an incl broad.

- : r“i(' ]iil‘(l wds very f"ll’ dS
might be "\I”""*"I irom such nutritious diet, the : T
)

e same on which the Grey . 2T kil aubiaet st
oreat size in this bay " ey Mullef ( Muoil chelo) attains a

lll‘illi'l' l‘,'l‘ {‘Illl ‘ - | ~ - .
\‘ {.i ]l I 3} W . ¥ 2 ¢ - -
“I {ll]'\ 1 H L Ilhlt i) lll l’ill”lll"\' 'Il(' 8 lll'[(]l'illx('.\ IlElIJiIHEl”\' IEI\' lll('il Ca i”

n . . . . . “-‘H
toxes, with which they live in |
ha ger, as that animal will eat therr

the earth-burrows of the

Ell'llli)ll}’-——-]lll[ will not go Into the holes of the

t

ils.,‘ .

: : i : .1-:--. . till{] |I{"I:{.tl, l '\Il]}[}{}\.‘{i,
and the trivial name 01 l'\“-\-“i!('lg or Fox-Ge

| has arisen the specific term Fulpanser,
0se, sometimes given to this bird

4 group ot voung, of the size of life
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