ts are not well supplied with it. A fine-conditioned gander weighs from

[London marke : : TR .
¢ 3 inches from tip to tip of the wings when spread, so that it

winters 1n which the

five to SIX lmnmla, and measures about 4 fee

'« a smaller bird than the

carcely distinguishable ; both have

Bean- and Grey-Lag Geese. The sexes are so nearly alike 1 colouring that they

the black interrupted bars on the breast, a character which differs
Adrce
considerably 1 extent 0 different individuals.
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Vacoillivray gives so meagre an account of this species that it would seem to be far less plentiful in
zMacgol ay g1vES S o ‘ " _ : e s N : e .

vet Sir William Jardine has met with 1t 1n Dumfriesshire and i the Edinburgh
that it arrives in Morayshire from 1ts breeding-quarters 1n the arctic and

Il companies of from six to twelve, and, if left tolerably
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Scotland than in England ;
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market. and St. John says
egions about the middle of October 1 sma
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urbed, frequents reoularly the same swamp or i;)iccc of marsh till the end of Apl'll, fecdmg on ﬂqllatic

undist k
orazing on the young clover or green wheat. It is more easy of

plants, and in the spring frequently

P 5
ol
-
-

4

»

;1|:|n'n:lv|1 than any other wild o00S€ s’ and he ¢ has often seen 1t fcedlllg in small hollows ﬂl.ld S|)0ts easﬂy
ot at. where the Bean-Goose would never trust itself.  Its CEY 1SS V.ELY loud and pecu]ml‘, someftimes
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wonderfully resembling the loud laug

' of a human being, whence its trivial name of ‘¢ Laughing Goose.”

Sir John Richardson mentions that the Indians of the American fur-countries mmitate this sound by patting

the mouth with their hand, while they repeat the syllable wah.”  Mr. Thompson mforms us that it “is a

o
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reoular winter visitant to Ireland, where, as in Great Britain, it is, next to the Bean-Goose, the Species most
frequently met with, and 1s brought during the season of every year to the Dublin market.”

Mr. Selby remarks that “ this species varies from the Bean-Goose 1n preferring low and marshy distriets
rather than the upland and drier haunts affected by that bird, and in such localities subsists on aquatic
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orasses, beimng very seldom seen to ﬂ'cqncnt corn- or stubble-fields.” A Sp(‘(till’lC‘-ll seut to him which had been
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killed near Alnwick, m Northumberland, ¢ had its stomach gorged with the tender shoots and leaves of the

common clover (Zrifolium pratense), upon which it had been feeding on the termination of a severe snow-
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storm.”  The bird also feeds on the leaves of turnips, beetles, other 1nsects, and their larve. Its ﬂight
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s described as vigorous, and 1ts gait on the ground as characterized by orace, l‘sl])idity, and ease. When a
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flock proceeds to any distance, the birds of which it is composed keep in single file.

!

The White-fronted Goose 1s not known to breed in a wild state in any part of our islands ; and a pair in
the. Gardens of the Zoological Society in the Regent’s Park brought forth their brood from one of the islands
to which they were restricted, and showed great anxiety for their safety. The egg 1s pale buffy white, about
2 inches and 10 lines in length by 1 inch and 11 lines in breadth. k #
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Speaking of this bird, as seen in Norfolk, Mr. Stevenson says :—
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“This species, which is never observed ;
9 = S CI' OoDSserve erv » - Q AOD - : . ®. i
l ed 1n very large flocks, can scarcely be called a regular winter visitant,

B e 1 L'.\(‘L‘IJ[] ‘111 suug, ‘;Y(Jflth(lln As 31-1 ex:ception, however, to this rule, in the mild
| , @ Very unusua number of wild geese were shot in different parts of the county ; and on the 20th
ul‘ l]f‘l'.{'l[l]l.l'l" the ‘\{';ru'u-h market exhibited the unusual appearance, amongst other fowl, of two ’couple and a half
;'][.t”]\]‘: ];;_“I‘I‘{t‘;‘]’t“:"{: :wth Jth-;mt;m(\l' J§L~1"11]iL~11L--(i(*GHL‘, from Hickling and other localities ; anil another White-fronted,
dhCNCy, was sent up to Norwich the same dav ; 2 _

(;l'i"ﬂt'.. fil'llIil the ldi ]ii[l"_‘_'“* 3111 lllL' ]}I'L'ilht,t II)L(.1lllfllni:\(}3i“tl;\llldiizH(J ]b“ db \f-ere i perfecF ].JlUInage_the -.VVh-lte"frontEd
times ? alt] S 1y ; but their poor condition seemed to indicate ¢ hard
n unusually mild with us, and continued so up to the

follown o ‘ebr arv {r . 4 ’ :
g tebruary. From Mr. Dowell’s notes for the same year (1851) I find that on the 18th of December

}llm h‘rl\\' ai t [I{‘l{ {]1‘ |::I . I - L]

SAW | | some twenty White-fronted Gee:

| _ | ed reese at II(}HI . W e Ll ; . _ :
which sl Wi killed ot |;l“1{(,“t\. m wlaim, and on the SAINe dﬂ}' he received a fine SpeClIIlell

1S goose is considered ho : : .
PR . E ]-L 1 considered by Lord Leicester rare at Holkham, except in
s 1n flocks of fr | .
than others ; but singularly enoush. durine Cks of from five to ten, and, being less shy, is easier of approach
me, was not seen at all at Holk] >™ Curing the severe winter of 1870-71 this species, as Lord Leicester informs
iy al all ¢ OlKham ; inole - : : | ‘
18th of February, was the ”“1; | Itl’ lmd a single adult bird which I purchased in the Norwich market, on the
- y €xample that came under my notice during that inclement season
L My own note-books. s; aE A = | '
. = _}(Jlxh Q ~ S . | :
Dec ' 4 e : S, SInce 1854, have bee Flle " s N : :
)e ember and February—which aorees with Hunt’s deser ,t' e all killed during sharp frosts, between
this county in small flocks. in severe winters.” Ip W \_l) lon of this species, that they visit the fenny parts of
Se 2 Il Ljh"t ; ( f 4 Ve Voo - . .1
rfolk, aL-(.(ch1111g to Mr. Lubbock, a ocood many White-
as now distinguished, more probably with the Pink-

| sometimes {}]}wl“{t'(l Rﬂ'ith t]
Ilnilt {l H]'l[\.l'llt' £
, : \ aml HHHJ
mentioned as localities wl It 1 ]
% . tioned as localities where it is occaslonally remarked ; and
seem to have attractions
=9

the l.al‘tlt‘T.-xFEl waters of dalf
Dece r 06
r{‘l_llilltl 1866, and Mr. Dowell h
I'he Messrs. |

1cdars 1o ]]t' o ]‘il‘xi.illl'ilt,'
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ouch, as already remarked, the weather was the
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as a nne old bird in my own collection was
ad one sent him from the same place so early as
ey e € i de iy o : - fd : -
a8 " occaslionally seen on Breydon ;’ and Hickling
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the bars on the breast being either wanting or
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For further particulars
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as to the localities
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ool | | In Norfolk in which
1 Stevenson’s third volum

Lhe front houre s about half the

to my f) this bird has been procured, I must refer

ime on the birds of that county.
hatural size . the .I
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young birds somewhat less than life.




