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«« Whilst in Norway,” observes Mr. Hewitson, ¢ we were much amused with what appeared to us to be
quite a new and annoticed habit amongst the Grallatores or Wading-birds. We found it to be a practice by
no means uncommon with the Redshank and Greenshank, to settle upon trees ; but what surprised us more
than all, was to see the long-legged Curlew alight, as it frequently did, on the tops of the highest trees of the
pine forest, and to hear it as 1t passed from tree to tree, utter its loud clear whistle. Mr. George Matthews
informed me, on his return from Norway, that Curlews were common during summer, and generally m
pairs about Trondhjem, where they were usually seen perched on the tops of the cabins of the peasantry.”

Mr. Selby states that «“ the nest is placed on the ground amongst heath or coarse herbage, in a shallow
part scraped in the ground, and lined with decayed grass and rushes. The eggs are four in number, placed
with their large ends outwards, and the smaller meeting to a point in the centre of the nest, of a pale olive
colour, blotched all over with two shades of bronw. The young leave their place of birth as soon as hatched,
and are then covered with a thick yellowish-white down, varied with spots and masses of brown. By degrees
the feathers develope themselves ; but the young birds are not sufficiently fledged to take wing till they are
six or seven weeks old. During this period they are assiduously attended bv their parents, who lead them
to appropriate feeding-places, and, by brooding over, protect them from the cold and wet. Under these
circumstances Curlews lose the excessive shyness that characterizes them at all other times, and, when the
youig are approached, will fly close around the intruder, uttering their cry of courlis in quick repetition.
The flesh of these birds is excellent, being juicy and highly flavoured, and 1s 1n great estimation for the
table.” :

A .pm*tial, but not very striking, change takes place n the plumage of the Curlew at the pairing-season,
the tints becoming somewbat richer, and the spotting more apparent, the lighter portions of the feathers
of the' upper surface assuming a redder hue, and the stripes of black on the neck and chest becoming more
CONSpICUOUS, The plumage of both sexes is alike ; the female is generally the larger of the two; but to
(letcrlnn']e the Se).( th‘.] certainty, dissection must be resorted to. Considerable difference occurs 1n thelength
of the blll,'s?me individuals, even of the same sex, having that organ much longer than others; and it would
bee;;uthlz)t;:dlz 1:‘1(::1*6‘35:568 1’111'lelllgth e'ven after the bird is capable of reproduction.

., presents an adult and two young ones, of the natural size.




