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it should not be found on the snow-c
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o : &sl . Macoillivray. ¢ on Ronaval and other mountams m Harris; and 1t 1s
“I have frequently chased 1t,” says Macgillivray,

| 1o hills VIS » Cuillin and Strath
1d i+ on Eachala in South Uist, on the Park and Uig hills m Lewis, on the Cuillin and S .
ol On all the elevated summits of the north of Scotland it

. b S i Thoey oo » even abundant.  Great
from which issue the sources of the Dee, the Spey, and the Tay, 1t may be said to b;{ ("l(’”;{ p : i
He - | : etk sveerasiNe me  of the Red Grouse, it is
numbers are annually killed ; but as 1ts haunts are not so easily accessible as those o :
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strange low croaking cry, which seems to me very much like that of a frog, you may pass through a flock
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of Ptarmigans without observing a single individual, although some of them may not be ten yards distant ;
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the one from which the cry has proceeded, you generally find him on the top of a sf:'one, ready to. spring off
the moment you show an indication of hostility. If you throw a stone at him, he rises, utters his call, and
1S immcdiatciy joined by all the mdividuals around, which you see sl)rin:g u]') one by one from the ba.re. oround.
They generally fly off in a loose body, with a direct and moderately rapid flight, and settle on a distant part
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of the mountamn, or betake themselves to one of the neighbouring summits, perhaps more than a mile
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“It 1s delightful to wander far away from the hauuts and even the solitary huts of men, and,as cending
the steep ll]Olfllltilill, seat one’s self on the ruimous cairn that crowns its summit, where, amid the grey stones,
the Ptarmigan gleans its alpine food. There, communing with his own heart in the wilderness, the lover
of nature c.ﬁlmof fail to look up to nature’s God. I believe it, in fact, impossible in such a situation, on the
height of Ben-na-muic-dui or Ben Nevis, for example, not to be sensible, not merely of the existence, but
3156 of the presence of a Divinity. In that sacred temple, of which the everlasting hills are the pillars, and
the blue vault of heaven the dome, he must be a fiend indeed who could harbour an unholy thought. But

to know himself one must go there alone. Accompanied by his fellows, he may see all of external nature

that he could see n solitude, but the hidden things of his own heart will not be brought to light. To me

the ascent of a lofty mountain has always mduced a frame of mind similar to that spired by entering a

temple ; and T cannot but look upon it as a gross profanation to enact amidst the sublimities of creation a

convivial scene, such as is usually got up by parties from our large towns, who seem to b
in climbing to the top of Ben Lomond or Ben Led; than to feast the

dew,” and toss as many stones as they can find over the precipices.
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“ Karly in spring the Ptarmigans separate and pair.
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