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the Eagle and the Peregrine, which take advantage of the feeblest 0. the pack, ms ea(. 0 c acking .1e
boldest and most vigorous, must have had its mfluence; and the well-hcmgﬂof the cum}numty “j“ neces.sarlly
suffer from such a wholesome check being taken away. Oun this head, Mr. St. John writes, "‘ \? hatever is the
cause of this mortality, it is a matter of some consequence to the proprietors Ul'c those districts where the
Grouse-shootings let for as hieh or a higher rent than the sheep-pasturage ; for l.t can scarce]y be expected
that Eng]islnne;l will continue paying at the rate they do for the right of shooting over tra(:ifs of gl*O}md
where the grouse are becoming almost extinct, as is the case in several places. Instead of sparing the birds
where thev are attacked by this epidemic, I should be much more inclined to shoot down every Grouse in
the infected part of the hills; and I would continue to do this as long as any appearance of the disease
remained ; I would then give them a year or two of rest, according to the numbers and appearance of the
birds. This seems to me the most likely way to check the destruction caused by what the keepers
call the ¢ Grouse-disease.” In some parts of the Highlands there were scarcely any young birds seen in
August ; and the old Grouse were picked up in dozens dead on the heather.”— Zowr in Sutherland, vol. 1. p. 275.

“The great changes,” says Mr. Robert Gray, m his ¢ Birds of the West of Scotland,” page 232, ¢ that
have taken place within the last thirty years i the management of moorland tracts, and the excessive
rents now derived from such properties, have induced both landowners and lessees to clear the ground
of all kinds of anmmals that would naturally prey upon those birds which are not strong enough to protect
themselves 5 hence sickly broods of Grouse perpetuate other broods, that year by year degenerate until
discase ensues, and 1n some instances almost depopulates an entire district. There can be no doubt
that this unwarrantable destruction of Hawks and Buzzards affects adversely the condition of the birds with
which our Scottish mountains are stocked—the nomber of wounded birds alone, which sarvive the unprece-
dented annual slaughter through which the Red Grouse is now obhged to pass, being an argument sufficient
to show that such merciful agents are wanted to prevent the spread of enfeebled life. In almost every case
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followed sooner or later by evils of a graver nature than those which the protective measures were intended
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