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for the purpose of nidification, and it is in general the first that arrives 1n the'dlstrlct for that purp-ose.
The situation which it selects for its nest differs materially from that chosen by 1ts congeners, the Ring-

and Turtle Doves, the nests of which are always placed upon trees or bushes ; this species, on the contrary,
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made by the rabbits near the ground. A few pairs occasionally breed 1n the holes of decayed trees. 1t
generally commences breeding by the end of March or the beginning of April, the young ones, which are
very much esteemed, being ready for the table by the commencement of June.” Mr. Alfred Newton tells
me that the young Stock-Doves, being a perquisite of the warreners, are a source of not inconsiderable
profit, as they sell them for from eighteenpence to two shillings a couple, and that almost every warrener
keeps a * dow-dawg,” i.e. a dog regularly trained to discover the burrows n which the doves
breed. Mr. Scales, of Beechamwells, adds that ¢when the warreners find them in a burrow, they
fix sticks at the mouth of the hole in such a manner as to prevent the escape of the young, but to
allow the old birds to feed them.” Mr. Newton, however, informs me that this precaution is thought

unnecessary ; for the more experienced warreners, from long practice, know to a day (after once seeing

the nestlings) when they will be fit to take. Along the extensive range of sandhills in the neighbourhood of
Hunstanton also, the Stock-Doves may be found breeding in considerable numbers, and likewise on Holt
Heath and other simlar localities ; indeed I have no doubt that with careful observation a few pairs might
be foquJ in summer 1 many rough furze-covered spots where rabbits are preserved ; but this peculiarity In
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