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EUSPIZA MELANOCEPHALA.

Black-headed Euspiza.

Emberiza melanocephala, Scop. Ann. Hist.-Nat., tom. i. p. 142.

Tanagra melamictera, Lath. Ind. Orn., vol. 1. p. 123.

Xanthornus caucasicus, Pall. Zoog. Rosso-Asiat., tom. i. p. 428. no. 74.

Fringilla crocea, Vielll. Hist. Nat. des Ois. Chant., p. 51, tab. 27.

Passerma melanocepha, Vieill. Ency. Méth. Orn., part iii. p. 940.

Emberiza granatwora, Ménétr. Cat. des Objets de Zool. du Caucase, tom. 1. p. 40. no. 29.
Euspiza melanocephala, Bonap. Consp. Gen. Av., tom. i. p. 468, Euspiza, sp. 1.

simillima, Blyth, Journ. Asiat. Soc. Beng., vol. xxiii. p. 811.

Granatwora simillima, Bonap. Comp. Rend. de I’Acad. des Sci., 1853.

Jupcing from the number of continental birds which have been added to our avifauna during the last
twenty years, we may reasonably infer that others will have to be included, and that the List of British
Birds will ever remain incomplete. My duty, as the author of the present work, is to render 1t as perfect
as may be up to the date of its completion ; and hence I am induced to give here a figure and account of the
Black-headed Bunting, which, so far as positive evidence can be obtained short of seeing the bird alive or 1
the flesh, is one of the wanderers above alluded to, of which a fine adult female was brought to me by Mr.
Robert Brazener, of Brightoh, in the latter part of 1868, to ascertain what it might be. He informed me
that he had shot it on the 3rd of November of that year, near Mr. Ballard’s windmill on Brighton Race-

)

course, while «“ it was following a flock of Yellow Hammers.” His two sons were with him at the time.
On an examination of the bird, a number of embryo eggs were found in the ovarium. After questioning
Brazener as to the circumstances of its acquisition, noting the perfection of the skin, its freshness and
the mode of preparation, and ascertaining, as far as might be, the probability of its having been mixed with
continental examples from which 1t bad not been distinguished, I could come to no other conclusion than
that his statement was correct, and that the bird had really been killed in this country. From Mr. Brazener
the specimen passed, through my instrumentality, into the possession of T. J. Monk, Esq., of Ijewcs, whose
collection (comprising as it does the greater number of the rare aves taken in Sussex) I considered would
be its most appropriate resting-place. The occurrence of the bird on our coast cmu'mt be rega}'dcd as
an unlikely event when we remember that Blasius and Gitke include it among the birds of Heligoland,
although there also it must be regarded as a straggler, its proper home being the sout‘hem co-untries of
Europe and Western India, as will be seen by the following notes recorded by various writers both
English and foreign. i | |

Dr. Bree, speaking of the bird in his valuable contribution to ornithological literature, ¢ A History of the
Birds of Europe not observed in the British Isles,” says :— | '

«« The Black-headed Bunting is an inhabitant of the southern parts of Europe and Asia Minor. It
inhabits the Caucasus, and is very common in Georgia, about Tifls, and 1n Greece, and 1s not rare
in Dalmatia. It is common throughout the Levant, and 1s sufficiently so, according to Temminck, m Istna,
in the neighbourhood of Trieste, in the bushes and slopes of the hills which bor('ler the Aflrintic. [t lms‘
occasionally, but accidentally, been found in Lombardy, Provence, Saxony, and in the neighbourhood of
Vienna.

« It sings very agreeably, preferring, while so engaged, to perch on o post in the open country.

« It nests upon shrubs, particularly, according to Degland, on * the Bariurus aculeatus, and not far from the
sround. It lavs from four to five whitish eggs, covered with very small spots and dots of a more -or less
Zshy orey ; 501;16 specimens are of greenish white, with r-:p‘ots ().f‘ a rusty brown Elt'tll(l‘ largus{t elafl.’ |

«« Count Miihle says it comes into Greece at the end of ;\I}l‘ll.. On a clear bright morning 1n spring, the
hedges near the coast are often covered with them, though prm*musl}i none were to be seen. It l)llll(l-s and
breeds in the over-grown hills, and goes away early 1n Augu?‘t. ]_)u:'mg the l)revdn.ng-tlme, the n:mlc S1tS 0|n
the tops of the bushes, and continually utters its agreeable, ‘sunple, \cllo*tvhum mer-like song. [tlls.not ;: all
shy, and is frequently killed by those in quest of it with a stick alone. Singular to say, the female 1s seldom
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n . ~ AN ?
seen ; 1 have met with a very small number of that sex.

| ' in  his ¢ Notes > Orn 'y » Mediterranean,” that he
Lieut. R. M. Sperling mentions, in his ¢ Notes on the Ornithology of the Me anean, the

« abserved lots of these birds in the high reeds at Butrinto; but they were very artful in dodging out of
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