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EMBERIZA PUSILLA, Pa

Dwart Buntine.

}-‘;

Emberiza pusilla, Pall. Reise, tom. 111. p. 697.

sordida, Hodgs. Journ. Asiat. Soc. Beng., vol. xii1. p. 958.

oinops, subgen. Ocyris, Hodgs. Proc. of Zool. Soc., part xii1. 1845, p. 33.
Euspiza pusilla ?, Blyth, Cat. of Birds in Mus. Asiat. Soc. Calcutta, p. 130.

Emberiza oinops, Gray, Cat. of Spec. and Draw. of Mamm. and Birds pr. to Brit. Mus. by B. H. Hodgson, Esq.,
p. 108.

Ocyris oinops, Hodgs. in Gray’s Zool. Misc., 1844, p. 84.

Wira reference to the occurrence of this Asiatic species 1n England 1 cannot, perhaps, do better than

/ transcribe the account sent by George Dawson Rowley, Esq., of Brighton, to The Ibis ’ for 1865 (p. 113) iy
// « On the 2nd of November, 1864,” says this gentleman, * a boy brought to Mr. Swaysland, the naturalist

of this place, a very small bird of an unknown species, which he had just caug.ht Oll!:b‘i(](:‘ thc'town.
Mr. Swaysland immediately sent for me ; and I carefully examined it alive to discover it possible any signs ot
captivity ; but the edges of the feathers and the top of the head were perfect, and ab?ve.all -there were no
square marks on the feet such as are caused by the perches of a cage. 'The:se mdlcatfons being all
satisfactory, I concluded that we had a wild bird before us; and a short investigation made it pretty clear
that the species was the Emberiza pusilla of Pallas. | .

« T then wrote to Mr. Gould, who kindly andertook to exhibit it at the meeting of the Zoological Society
on November the 8th, and he has since drawn 1ts portrait for his magnificent book on British Bif*ds.” |

In compliance with Mr. Rowley's wish I had the pleasure of submitting the specimen to th-e mspectlfm of
the Fellows of the Zoological Society present at the date above mentioned; and the opposite plate 1s an
exact fac-simile of the drawing to which he refers. |

The above comprises all that 1s known respecting the Emoberiza Pusi!!a as a member‘ of our atflfauna ; of
its history in other parts of the world I have but little to add to the information respecting it which appears
in my ¢ Birds of Asia,” and which 1s here transcribed. | £ |

« This is one of the most ubiquitous Buntings 1n existence ; for 1t 1s spread fa‘r and wide over :ﬁhe
northern portion of the Old World, being found 1n Chin-a, In the.Amoorland, the. Himalayas, tl?e Daurl..al(l1
Alps, India, the northern and central parts of Europe, accidentally m Italy and Heligoland, and has appeare

once at least in Britain. o | £ ol e
«« Pallas. who was the first to make us aware of 1ts existence, states that it inhabits the neighbourhood o
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] T ; ‘ qurian Alps: Dr. Bree states that it lives and
the rivers and the larch-grounds among the torrents of the Daur ps;
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breeds in the neighbourhood of Archangel, and mentions that ()Ele f)f four spec?mens sent to him from -Pilll'ls
was labelled ‘Mer d Ochotzsk;’ Mr. Hodgson includes it in his list of the Birds of Nepaul ; Mr. Swinhoe
remarks that in North China 1t occurs - small flocks on the banks of canals and the edges of waterpools
between Takoo and Peking, and that in winter a few visit the southern parts of'that country'; and Ml:. Jerdox;
says :—° This small Bunting 1s found throughout the whole extent of the Himalayas during the winter.
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: Darial; ~ in Nepal, ar 1 north-west. It frequents bare spots of
procured it at Darjeling, Hodgson in Nepal, and Adams 1n the ' (1] o [ .
ground with low bushes, ‘1 small flocks. Adams says it has the habits of a Redpole. shot one near
- . B o — y e ' 3 S i - t

: neah district, frequer ' -nd bushes near a small river ; and as it 18 a bird no
Kolassee, in the Purneah district, frequenting grass ir ‘l | r,l 2 ),ldins by i Skt e v
' , it Wi -ob: ' lar places throughou ' :
likely to be remarked, it will probably be found in similar pl o ]

)

durine the cold weather.” |

e 'l?he only specimen of this small Buntin;%' that we brought home,” sa)g l—lle.rr (Jlrustzw R&;dde,l “tlhi::lot“i(::z
the 18th September, on the upper Amoor, a Little below the mouth of the Oldor. l tl TV?S a ema}ltla : lgﬂ ‘
agrees with Pallas’s description. In the autumn dress, th(::- featherf; of the heac I.clxle"r‘ustt-yt o;v tlcet.s,
u;hich nake both the black side stripes and rust-coloured middle stripes some-what INC lstlllf,t, a?(tlony' 0
show in spots. 1 found a nest of this Bunting in the lower Amoorland, 1n a scanty l)dll‘t '(; 1edp::;—‘:s
forest between the lake of Kidsi and the sea-coast. It lay on t}le grm?nd between moor-tuss?( xS;‘ 8111 1.
artlessly made of spines of the larch and pine. The eggs 11 1t, ﬁ\..*e‘ In number,dwleieb e)i:z;ct y Voeretd]eoilzz
and form described by Middendorf, viz. strongly tapering, 179 millim. l‘ong, an l lr70[,: :](,0 i | s
dirty-white oround, all over with very many violet-brown spots ﬂndim:llrl{lmg:s : bOItlwtezl thtel tuuszj(:klse}in tl:e
still quite unincubated. We may observe, by the way, that here and there be

) o
wood there lay remains of snow.” (Schrenck’s ¢ Vogel des Amurlandes,” p. 289.)
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