EMBERIZA RUSTICA, Pal

Rustic Bunting.

Emberiza rustica, Pall. Itin., tom. 111. App. no. 21.

, borealis, Zetterst. Resa 1 Lappm., vol. 1. p. 107.
Durazzi, Bonap. Faun. Ital., tom. 1. pl. 35. fig. 17
Hypocentor rustica, Cab. Mus. Hein., Theil 1. p. 131, note.

Tuis is another bird of eastern origin which has been recently added to the list of occasional visitors to
Britain, a veritable example having been captured near Brighton, in Sussex, a county which has been favoured
by the occurrence of a far greater number of novelties than any other part of Euglm{d. 'This fact has been
recorded by me before, and nearly in the same words, in my account of the species in my work on.the
‘ Birds of Asia;’ and as I therein gave all that 1s known respecting the history of the bird, and have acquired
no additional information since, I cannot do better than repeat what I have there said. | |

« The principal habitats of this Bunting are North China, Amoorland, and Japan, from all of whl(:h'countrlcs
[ have seen specimens. During the last few years solitary individuals hm"e wandered fl‘Ollil tht.‘,‘ll‘ natural
homes, and been observed and captured in other countries, among them Heligoland, and one 1 this counﬁtry.
In my opinion, it is quite impossible for the most astute ornithologist to ::Eccount'for this d‘lstant ‘Wandermg,
instances of which may have before occurred ; but we have no record of 1ts hawng‘ been found 111-Englm{d
until the year 186/, when a fine female was captured near Brighton, 01‘1- the 23rd of O(ftober, .Elll(l'lS 110w In
the possession of T. J. Monk, Esq., of Mountfield House, Lewes. This occurrence of the bird 1n hu‘bsei{
was made known to us by George Dawson Rowley, Esq., of Brighton, a gentlema'm t!mn whom no one has a
greater love for natural history, and whose judgment is unsurpassed In discriminating any new comer that
Iay arrive among us. | . " Lh

«« The facts connected with its capture, as furnished to me by Mr. Rowley, are briefly t'mse. n the
afternoon of October 23rd, 1867, Mr. Swaysland, of Queen’s Road, sent me a bird alive, Just caug:ht near
Brighton. I examined it then, and next morning at his house, and I pointed out' to} him that 1t was a
specimen of the FEmberiza rustica of Pallas. Mr. Monk subsequently.purcha’sed the bird. "

«« Latham states that this species inhabits the willow-beds of Dauuria, and is there mos.;t frf:quently met with
in March ; Gatke informs us that it occasionally visits Heligoland ; and Mr. Swinhoe, m his ¢ Notes on the
Birds observed about Talien Bay, in North China, from June 21 to July 25, 1860, says, ‘1 frequently .met
with this Bunting, which appeared to be the only species. Its choice habitats were the grass-cover{::fi ﬁsu‘lles
of hills, where several together might be seen searching about on the ground for small %eeds and “:?]e;t?'
Occasionally flitting on the top of a rock, a male would continue to pour 0-ut a flow of rich ll(i)tl:‘!b, wilc uIl
their strain, but sweet and melodious. lts twittering call-note s not unlike that of the Robmn. . . . .
have not yet met with the bird 1 Southern China.’ . | - e

‘“ Mr. Henry Whitely, who shot specimens 1n Hakodadi, in Japan, in the n‘fonth of October, 1nforms u
the bill is reddish brown, the irides dark hazel, and the legs and toes brownish ﬂesh-co!our.

«« The male has the lores, sides of the head, and ear-coverts blackish brown ; posterior to the ear-coverts,

' i i & C f
within the black, a spot of dull greyish white ; above the eye, from the bill to the nape, a broad streak o

white in some specimens and buffy white m others ; above this is a stripe nearly black, leavnTg ?ﬁ fe;tre of
the crown brown ; throat white, with a moustache-like mark from the angle of the lower l.]]dl](l)(,, Ol‘ll“lf:j(
of dark brown feathers, bordered with buffy white; nape and gorget ACrOSS the breast r1.ch ch?stnut-le :
each feather with a paler margin ; feathers of the centre of the back brownish bl;i\ck, nmrgé’ml(jd wntilflte::;myk;
ramp and upper tail-coverts chestnut-red, edged with tawny ; gre-ater'and lesser wmg-ciovelt? riui"ms 1b a‘:ﬂ,
margined externally with tawny and tipped with buffy white ; Pl‘l[llﬂl“lt‘s and mostlof t,]e se.(:on( :;lcls;]rwn{‘:”e(i
narrowly edged with tawny ; the last three or four secondaries, nearest the ,,b?(,yi C?HSP:C-U,?U,I,,}; Cl.:e;tlmt-
with tawny ; under surface white, with the exception of the centres of the ﬂa}]l\- .ed:tlletbs],. whic 1t ;1 e
red ; tail dark brown, the centre feathers edged with tawny ; a broad longitudina ? ique stripe
down the centre of the external feather, and a narrower one down the 11(?xt on e:{tch. side. }
«In the female the general arrangement of the colouring of the body 1s very similar, but ‘muc"lil .ll).:-.}ler; tll(:
Aank-marks extend further down the sides; and the ear-coverts and the black above the superciliary mati

23
are much less deep. |
: : : atte o taken from the
The Plate represents a male and a female, of the size of life, the figure of the latter being te

example captured at Brighton.
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