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four voune ones nearly ﬂedgvd. Having returned 1n the course of a few hours, I agam peeped into 1t, when

to my astonishment | found one of them cut n the breast,
| astrophe.

1t had been the cause of this sudden cat

L | r b | = e
bees, he heard the male and female Thrushes
eing a cat or a weasel, but beheld a Missel-Thruash 1 the

and almost at the point of death. 1 could not

The gm'dener, however, told me that, whilst

imagine wh | ‘
uttering the maost doleful screams. He

he was watching his
ly to the spot, m the expectation of se

ran immediate 0 6L D HC *
So determined was 1t 1 carrying into cffect 1ts daring attempt at

very act of killing one of their brood. |
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s of it before it observed him.

murder that he got withmn a few yard |
Missel-Thrush are so much alike that 1t 1s quite impossible

[n external appearance the two sexes of the
to sav which is one and which the other ; dissection must therefore be resorted to, to determime the

question catisfactorily.  Freshly moulted birds are exceedingly rich i colour, particularly 1 the wash of

the spotting of the under surface ; after a time, howe
The young, just after leaving the nest, are even more
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haff with mtersects ver, this delicaie hue fades AWy

antil the parts it Imrmdul become nearly white.
heautiful than the adults, each feather of the upper surf
(f. terminating 1n a crescent of brown, the remainder of the feather bemng grey, and

ice being ornamented 1n the centre with a tear-drop-

like markig of deep bu
and tail-feathers conspicuouslv margined with reddish buff. These feathers, however, are

the secondaries
d, and before December arrives the adults and their offspring closely

soon cast off, and new ones assume
In the youthful state of plumage above described, the Missel-Thrush has been

assimilate 10 appearance.
rsons for White’s Thrush— a very different bird, both in structure and markings.

mistaken by many pe
. and much discussion has ensued, respecting the structure of the nest, some

Many papers have been written
authors stating that 1t has an imterlining of mud between the materials forming the exterior and 1nterior ;
while others deny its existence : perhaps both are right; for the bird s, doubtless, oreatly influenced by the
Lature of the materials at hand.  Mr. Joseph H. Ellis, of Leicester, i a communication to ¢ The Field " of

May 30th, 1863, says, 1 have sent three nests to your office, which you will find have mud 1 the foun-

dation. As far as my observation goes, they always use mud when the nest is laid on a thick bough, or
placed m a large fork of a tree. It seems to be used to plaster the first part of the nest to the branches, to
hold the loose materials together. 1 have seen nests among thin branches where no mud was used.”
«« These nests,” remarks the editor of ¢ The Field,” ¢ are very interesting, and corroborate i all respects our
correspondent’s description.  There is no clay actuaily used 1 the construction of either, but, as Mr. Ellis
observes, to plaster or attach the first part of the nest to the branch ; in fact, the mud serves rather the
purpose of glue than that of a building-material.”

The nest 1s a large, round, cup-shaped structure, outwardly composed of mosses, twigs, wool, grass, or
any other material at hand, whether it be the shavings blown away from the joiner’s shop, or the lace from
a lady’s cap 3 internally the neat warm lining 1s composed of fine grasses. 'The eggs, which are four or
five in number, differ so much from those of the other members of the genus that they cannot be mistaken
for either of them : their ground-colour is a stone-white, mottled and spotted with chestnut and various
shades of brown ; 1n size they assimilate both to those of the Blackbird and those of the Ring-Ousel.

The Missel-Thrush 1s so pugnacious during the breeding-season that it does not hesitate to attack Magpies,
Crows, and even the smaller Hawks. The late Mr. Thompson mentions that he saw one strike a Kestril
several times, and make as many more attempts to do so ; but the Hawk, by suddenly rising, escaped the
coming blows.  On the other hand, 1t not unfrequently happens that small birds-evinee theﬂ* dislike ot the
Missel-Thrush by mobbing and following 1t as they do the Cuckoo and the Sparrow-Hawk.

Durln-g' the very severe month of January 1867, when all England was under snow and frost, birds gene-
rally I‘L‘t‘ll'ﬁ'(] to the more western and, usually, milder climate of Cornwall ; but even there the vast assem-
blages iu'und a co}mt'ry equally mbospitable.  Enfeebled by cold and want of food, the smaller birds could
11f)t Contmui th(:lr journey southwards, but perished by thousands. The Rooks, Starlings, Blackbirds,
I'hrushes, tieldfares, and Redwings suffered severely 5 but no species succumbed to the rigours of the
season so completely as the Missel-Thrushes : they were destroyed to a bird. During n]?(]'ﬁ]* walks
through the woods and shrubberies of the Trecothn: T | e : -) T t.-\
- ”‘._, l . ljsifnt irubberies of the lregothnan domain I frequently observed their dead bodies
]?fl‘:?lsl:}:\l:;;e];1,lyl}(llill:,?loz:;]x-szln. l)l))f other I)'l‘]"{].‘f‘; and I do not ret‘ncn]bur a more distressing loss of bird-

. asioned 5 but as this has been alluded to in another part of this work, I need say

no more on the suhject here.

The Plate represents an : :
, sents an adult and two youne Tt .
el ower | ( : o young birds just after leaving the nest, on a branch of the spruce-



