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I HAVE ;tlrcm_l}*, In one of my other articles, spoken of the
archipelago ; and below I quote the remarks of Dr. Me

the present species is the representative of that

distribution of the red-breasted Pittas in the Malay
yer on this subject s T therefore need only say that
_ _1 | | section of the genus on the island of Celebes, to which it
piRiears entirely restricted. It is true that, in his Review of the Pittas contained in the Leiden Museum
Professor Schlegel enumerates several eva o . , )
SV A oy N (‘;{(l 11 eXal ) Q - v Sl QUL 3 | . 1 .
- e : By i ¢ nples from .ﬂlL island of Siao in the Sanghir archlpel;ﬂgo; but
1€S€ no doubt belong to the species since named Pitta palliceps by the late Dr. Bruggemann. Certain
differences, mdeed, seem to have struck Professor Schlegel at the time ; for he says that i the birds from
Q‘i .“ 5 ‘ ; o | - ) 3 ) e ) e ‘ : » : ¥
S1ao the rufous colour of the head s paler than i examples from Celebes, and often replaces the black
bordering the blue stripe on the head.

V. Xl £ o GRAGTIAS cho e vyt -
Mr. Wallace found the species scarce m Northern Celebes, which appears to be the only part of the
1sland where it has yet been found. 1 may be mistaken in this, as the localities Modélido, Negri-lama, and

Boné, mentioned in the list of specimens at Leiden, do not occur in any of the maps I have examined. The

other places, however, Menado, Gorontalo, and Tondano are situated in the northern part of Celebes ; and

Dr. Beccari, although he collected at Buton, in the south-west corner of the 1sland, only met with this Pitta
at Kema, 1n the north. The presumption, at least, is, that, even if it is found all over the 1sland, it i1s more
abundant in the northern portion.

Count Salvadori mentions that the specimen  shot by Dr. Beccari at Kema had the outermost of the
a feature not previously noted or

smaller wing-coverts close to the bend of the wing marked with white

figured in the plates of the species which have at present appeared.

Dr. Meyer has published the following note :
“Although the red-breasted Pitta of Celebes is not so difficult to procure as the black-headed, it is
H ich 1t 1s not easy to get a shot at, being very quiet in the daytime, and seldom calling
| In the evening the cry gppo (origin of the native name)

nevertheless a bird w!
except in the morning and evening its fuui tehia.
1s heard, with which male and female call one another, the note sounding melancholy and protracted.
“Oppo” means, in the language of the country, ¢ grandfather; and the nmih?es te'll a talfa, tha.t'once a
child had gone with its grandfather into the forest, got astray, and was transfox:med into a bird, which now
always calls for its granc father.  Pitta celebensis only runs on the ground, Ell]fl 1S Tery shy and watchful ;r 1t
' | | the leaves ; and, as its back is green, it can only with difficulty be detected. To

olides noiselessly throug . | it
* ] 1M1t : it 1ra 1ts
approach 1t one must creep through the densest bushes ; and without 1mitating the call of the birc

4t mi : y * » bir S the muzzle of
pursuit would be in vain; but if the hunter imitates the cry, he can draw the bird almost to

. _ .. ~ : wenine in pairs tooether. The nest 1s to be found in
his gun. During the daytime they oo singly, 1n the evening n pairs ‘tODL S _ 5

5 iy S ie in the slope of the river-bank, and builds 1ts nest therein,
brushes, near small pools. The bird digs a hole 1n the sloj ‘ . i

| _ ' L4 aterials (for instance, from Arrenga saccharifera,

of wood and leaves, lined with cotton or hairy-plant materials i . i

| : : _ ale watcel n the neighbourhood, ar

Lah.). It lays two eoos. If the female sits on the eggs, the male watches 1 5 N .“’ o

e 28 coes for food. This Pitta feeds on beetles, small caterpillars, &c.

takes the place of the female when she g | | s
3 — - » . : X y o LD ':l - ]5 1-
] 1 bv Mr. Wallace to be as follows in freshly killed specimens : Bill blac

The soft parts are note

. » 5 J
horny ; feet dusky lead-colour ; iris pale olve. . | ot
(- e ) v he size of life, and are drawn from examples 1n my own collectlont 1
I'he figures in the Plate are of the size of hife, [R. B. S.]
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