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RICHARDSON'S LESTR
Lestris Richardsonii, Swains.
Tuis 1s by far the most common parasitic Gull on our coast. It breeds in the Orkney, Shetland, and

Western Isles i very considerable abundance ; and from this, 1ts most southern boundary of incubation, i
be found 1n all the intermediate countries to the polar regions of

s
both continents. It was discovered

Dr. Richardson, breeding on the barren oround north of Hudson’s Bay at a considerable distance from the

SCd, fl'Ol]l “-'Tl]CllCQ l'lC ]H*Ollgl]t S]'}(‘.Clll](‘,llﬁ, “'Ili('ll we llil'\'{‘.‘ Ilél[l Hl‘!]}{il'“llllfll‘a (}I ('[?!:ti!:il‘]:l“‘ with of 1CT'S Ill'ill‘lll'l'll
111 the ()rl{ueys, and find tl'lell'l to be Stl‘ittl}' i(]ﬂll[’it'ill. Some confusion dppears to have existe
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to the speuh(, differences of these blld:s; and had 1t been consistent with the l}l;m of the present work, 1

" I't'lii".‘l'jn "

would have been a gratification to us to have figured all the known species contained in this interesting and
well-defined genus : they are, however, not numerous ;—we are not acquainted with more than two others

EXtI‘El-EUI‘OPCElII, bOth (}f “"hiCh are I]Elfi‘.'(‘%} Uf ;\Il]("l‘i(‘il. 1he l}t‘t"r-ét‘lif ré[l[‘(‘it'ﬂ has hitherto been considered as

the Larus parasiticus of Linneus 5 and 1t 1s somewhat surprising, that its claims to a distinet specific title should
SO long have escapcd the notice of Eumpean ()l'lliﬂl{)]t}uiﬁtﬁ, and {_‘illt‘('iu“}' the scientific and diseriminating Cy
of M. Temminck. We have had opportunities of examiming numerous examples of both species, and also
specimens of the bird figured by Edwards under the name of the Arctic Bird, Plate 148, which has legs of

bright yellow colour, and tail-feathers much more elongated. This bird we also consider to differ botiv from

L. RZ'C'/J(J?‘(/.S'O?H.ZT Ellld L. ])(H'(!.S‘;Z-‘ECHS; but as 1t has never been known to visit l':lll'ulrt', further llt'wl'l]mml [1UST
in accordance with our plan, be omitted.
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The Lestris Richardsoni frst recerved 1ts “’il}(f'('l[l(' title from Mr. Swainson, 1in honour of Dr. Ricl

.} l-...,' .+..! | "HII*F;
a figure and description of it being published in the Fauna Boreali-Americana, part 2, p. 453 5 and 1t 1s with

no Smﬂ]l deﬂlef’ Of IJ]C{IMHL t]ldt our w (}I‘L dﬂm(la us an oppe 11t11111n of 1llustr: 1I|.1' a bird bears: |
of so distinguished a traveller, whose arduous and indefatigable exertions have done so muc h for sc

The Lestris Richardsona 1s subject to so great a variety of changes i the colour of its plumage : {.'..;.' Mmor
than usually miute detail in the description s required. The dark chocolate coloured bird figured m i 11
Plate, characterizes at least three fourths of the specimens tound breeding in the British Isles ; and from

) S a
this colour to that of the llﬂht coloured bird on the same Plate, it may be seen n | ; shad
e Sanic Lm .;lll(l cl \L‘l\ ]l“lll-tulnlllul 1)« lll Ilhn e often seen Paire | 11

l [!lt' nm-m- 11! o SHhaades,

Both sexes appear to be subject to th
: nmstance
a dark female, and vice versa. We are therefore led to believe, from the ¢ e

- ) N \.HHH” llllh*, \{‘f Htll]]{'it'!|1|‘x HEIAN S
T ‘ming reater {101 1t this colour prevails solely amo
birds forming the greater portion, the ] e JESE
The young birds of the year present precisel |

l(&/;h ]wmnwh’ﬂ lllHI' lmmn NUTHCTOLUS ]’t ll'llt[
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\ of that part of the web nearest the tarsus

of the darker-colouret

for the reproduction of the species.
mful\mﬁq and coluurmﬂ which 1s so charac
™
with transverse lines of a richer colour ; the legs and |
. this very cons

are flesh-coloured ; the other pmtof the membrane 1s bl: ack : g ok
for this species the name of Black-toed Gull (Larus crepidatus), an appelia 0
: - (8 {

. . o - h ,‘/;';‘:{ ’H;‘;'U‘.M'-f 'r"- D o ...'l] rll*'
. . ok - werful bird than the Les /
‘ r rie Richardsonii 1s a more robust and po | g
synonyme. The Lestris Liwchardsoni 18 | _ NI T, B
iy ~vker and more uniform in colour; the two middle tail-feathers scarcel
C 1 ¢

hes ; and the tarsus, toes, and interdigital membrane are also con-
18NS @ » far ,

teristic of the

a lml"[m[ | |
liirmnh character formerly obtaine:

upper surface of its plumage 1s d:
ever exceed the others more than three mc
spicuously larger. -
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Total length 21 inches; wing 19 mches ;

. S Te, = . " ( . ‘N,
3 inches ; beak 17 inch; tarsus 1 inch 9 lines

e CHi *'I. :]]1
middle tail-fe: thers 9 mches long, exceeding the re
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