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POMARINE QU 1. 1..
Lestris pomarmus, 7emm.

Stercoraire pomarin.

A}I(JNG the ])Ell‘ElSlth (Iull:&a, t]lC Le’sz‘re.spm;mrémzs 1‘5 tht second 1n :~-~'I:f.1L"1 and POSSESSEeS much the same habits a

the preceding species, preferring a life of plunder to one of quiet industry : hence has arisen the generic title

of the family, the word Jeszris signifying ‘a robber’. We are indebted more particularly to M. Temminck (who

appears to have been the first to characterize it,) for our knowledee of the present species, which, from the
various changes 1t 1111(.[&1‘;:0(35, had previously occasioned no little confusion. It is an 1mhabitant of the nmore
northern regions of both continents ; but on the Kuropean side the rocky and extensive coasts of Norwav and
Sweden are the Olll_y localities where 1t 1s Sllp])()&i('(l to incubate. The adult birds appear to confine l]u‘m;rluw
to the districts where tllcy ])lli](l, and are 1‘&’11‘01}’ met with on our H]](}l't‘ﬁ, or those of the southern countries of
Europe. The }’Ol_lllg, 110“-’(3\'(31‘, wander 1’(51‘}-’ extensiwl}'; ;lh(‘)llll(lilm‘ at certain SEASONSs on our own seas. and
along the coast of KFrance; and we further learn, on the authority of M. Temminck, that the Rhine, and the
lakes of Switzerland and Germany are also visited by them. We have procured these birds in considerable
abundance, from every part of our own coast, while i the performance of their extensive migrations, at
which time they have so close a resemblance 1n colour to the well-known blacktoed Gull, as to be casily mis-
taken for that bird ; from which, however, they may be distinguished by their greater size : the beak n this
species 1s also much more l‘()])llSt; the tars I{Jl]g‘Cl‘ and more ]‘Ullg‘lll}‘ reticulated. Hllt, before entermg more
fully into a description of the present species, we must not omit to notice a peculiar characteristic i this class
of Gulls, consisting in the length of the two middle tail-feathers, which extend beyond the others. In the
Shkua their length but little exceeds that of the tail, their breadth at the base continuing the same to the end,
Which iS squared; in the pl‘CS(}llt Sl}ECiGS the length 1S ill(‘l'CilH[‘.‘([, the breadth (‘untilllxill:_{ the same, but the
end rounded : in the remaining species of this genus the two middle tail-feathers are extensively prolonged,
gradually tapering from the base and terminating in a point. The beak of the mlult‘ male 1s of a greenish yellow
ending 1 a black point, which 1s much curved ; the irides yellowish brown : the h-.vt and webs {lm:p black ; a
blackish brown covers the head, face, and occiput, where it terminates in a point; throat white; cheeks

and sides of the neck covered by silky filamentous feathers of a delicate straw-colour ;

surface, wings and tail, of a deep amber brown ; the chest thickly clounded with irregular bars of brown, be-

coming lighter towards the belly, which 1s white ;
the middle tail-feathers exceed the rest by two or three imches.

sixteen inches ; the adult male and female resemble each other m plumztu‘t‘-‘ | |
10ut, which consists of a dark brown, each

vent Ellld llll(lt‘l‘ til”-{'tn‘vl‘ta hl‘tM'll illlt*l‘-|u'l‘-l-t| \\ llll W\ |nlr -

The total length of the bird 1s hfteen or

The young of the year present a uniformity of colouring througl | s o AR
feather being‘ tipped Wit]l ferru;;‘inous brown : 1N thiﬁ ﬁtElg‘t‘, the ml{l{“L‘ TE‘lIl-.fL‘ilTIII{“I'-*- 'H'{f“i:lli{'l'::‘:{l‘r;;‘:‘ I:Iilll
others ; as they advance in age, the adult plumage gradually supervenes. [t is in the mtermedi: t .
the Pomarine Gull is most commonly to be met with. | |

Our Plate, in which the higures are two thirds of their natural size,

' e of fiv . in its immature dress.
and a young bird of about the age of five months m 1ts

l'L‘[)l'CFCIlf.‘ﬁ dll Ll(lllli lllEllL‘ ill 11I“ ]lllllllil'_{'t'.
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