IVORY GULL,

Larus eburneus, Tinn.

rRoM the circumstance of two or thr o
K anc VO or three examples Lf |
amples of this beautiful Gull having been ¢

within the precincts of the British [slands, aptured at different times

In the Fauna of this country. The
most delicat Interestine spee: ] |
elicate and interesting species of its genus.  Dwell-

| B all modern writers have included it
snowy whiteness of its plumage renders it one of the

ing almost solely within the reo; 16 aroiio o ~

b - i Yl o gions of the arctic circle, the few stragglers which now

oundary line, an - ~ : - .

5 { , anc VESlt the more temperate portions of the European continent, are. if taken by the ornitholooist

uring these peregrinati 1S] : * - | s b
g peregrinations, considered a prize of no little rarity and value.

and then pass the

Fi r l}{_l ji]‘_;t ‘llltll II t. € t - l . '
™ ”‘ y = “ . - ) I ; A ( { ] ]{._[l L( ll]"‘r[lll{ll‘
0 ltS be]nb Ca])tllled 111 the Bl ItlSh IS]EII]dS wWas COImMin [II]ICElth tO t]]e H 61‘1'1(?1'?![111 I--:‘OCi(]tV lﬂ' I ]:{]““”H“]“ ]" l

) - - & J' . = ) 1"“\{ '!‘

a o \ . . > . ’
r;ld ? notice .of thfa occurrence published in the fourth volume of the Memojrs of that Society. This individual
which was killed in Balta Sound, Shetland, in December 1822, and one since, In an imn.mi'ure state, m the

— K
Frith of Clyde, are the only recorded i : '
Il le 2 . v N y * \ 5 : .
. ] fyM,r} e y cf(inded nstances of 1ts having been found near our coasts. In a note in the
anuel o . 1emminck, w IS + also expatiatino ' T :
i | 2 e 11(51 this author also Cxpatiating on 1ts extreme rarity in our latitudes, two
individuals only having at that period come under his notice.
From the a o1vel IS ] ks ¢ ' Sab
accounts b.weu of this Gull in the works of Dr. Richardson, Capt. Sabine, and most arctic
:}Oydbers, we learn that in those regions 1t 1s a species of no rarity ; and from its being equally common in
hreenlan.d and ?l)ltzbel'g'en, we may naturally conclude that it ranges over the whole of the arctic circle. In
these sohtary wilds 1t 1s constantly accompanied by the Fulmar Petrel ; and like the generality of its tribe, which

are constantly observed in the neighbourhood of shipping, 1t 1s always to be seen following the whalers and
feeding upon the refuse thrown overboard, which, with blubber, small fish, and crustacea, forms the principal
portion of its diet.

It 1s said to breed in rocks overhanging the sea, but the number and colour of its eges we have yet to
discover. |

The sexes, when fully adult, are alike in colouring ; the young, on the contrary, (as 1s the case with most
species of the genus, ) are so very dissimilar that they have been mistaken, and described as a distinct species.
The plumage of the first autumn is an almost uniform blackish arey, which gradually gives place to a mottled
livery of black and white, the ends of the primaries and tail retaining the dark marking the longest, and until
the end of the second year. It is said that the immaculate white plumage 1s that of summer, and that the
head and neck are streaked with orey In winter.

The base of the bill is deep lead colour, the remainder being fine ochre yellow ; the irides are brown ; the
feet black ; and, as the name implies, the whole of the plumage is pure white.

The Plate represents an adult male rather more than three fourths of the natural size.
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