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Larus tuscus, Liun.

La Goeland 3 pleds jaune.
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I'm1s species so nearly resembles the Zarus marinus
o ool

ferent colour of its tarsi. : 1eir oreater th ] ' ‘
ts tarsi, and then greatel ]en;_;th In comparison to the size of the hird
would be the only distinguishing difference : and inde
each other, that on a casual view the two species mi

above-mentioned characters bemg, however

o T |
distinct.  Not only do they closely resemble each other in the

SEE . - : Ir form and {*tfulll‘il:s_{; huf
similar 1 their habits and manners.

both species breeding alike on our shores and bof

residents on the British Islands, particularly on the Northumbrian shores and in some di

where, as Mr. Selby informs us, it may be found at all seasons of the
dantly on the Fern Islands.

The Lesser Black-backed Gull, inhabiting as it does the borders of the sea, depends for
the rest of the genus, upon the produce of that element, teeding upon fish, mollusca, &c
1t sails to and fro at no oreat distance from land: it is also observed to frequent pastures

or Great Black-backed Gull, that we

ed, except in these particulars, so closely do the
ght readily be thought identical or mere

, permanent, no doubt can possibly arise as to their

I'¢ 11 ol 1‘111' IIH‘ :Iii;
1Its inferiority i size
\ resemble

varieties © the

eme really
l]w} are also very
h being permanent
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year; he also adds, that i1t breeds abun-

.[I"H .‘Hllll_‘\ihl[‘”(-ts‘ Iilxl'

., 1n search of whicl

or newly ploughed

fields near its usual resort in search of worms, larvae, and insects. It wanders far up the mouths of large

rivers, and 1n winter 1s occa.simm]ly seen upon the larger inland lakes.  On the shores
Europe its habitat is spread from the Baltic to the Mediterranean.

)| llll‘ continent of

It builds in morasses and on the rocks near the sea-shore, in which 1};11*ti('ulm* alone 1t differs from the lareer

SPECIES, the nest bemg formed of dried 2TaSS § the €22s are three or four 1 number, of
11‘1'egular]y blotched with brownish black.

As 15 the case with the whole of the tribe to which it belongs, the young and old offer
i their colouring ; the youthful dress being characterized by a plumage of mottled white
1s not wholly lost until the third year; In this state it has not only been confounded with
Great Black-backed Gull, but has also been considered by many as a distinet species ; hence
it under the name of /z Mouette grise, in which opinion Storr coincided.

The sexes are alike in plumage, but i winter the head and neck of the adult have evel

1 llt‘t‘lr olive oreen

a marked contrasi
and brown, whiel

he voung of the

Brisson described

'y feather streaked

down 1ts middle with a dash of brown, which disappears in summer, leaving those parts of a pure white :

the back, which does not alter, is of a fine bluish black : the quill-feathers are black ; the

two external ones

have a white oval mark near their tips, the remainder tillll(‘{l with white : the whole of the head, neck, rump,

tall and under surface pure white : beak fine light yellow, with the exception of the angle, which 1s red : irides

light yellow : tars1 yellow.

The young of the year have the throat and the fore part of the neck ;‘1‘(‘}'1&11 white streaked lnn:,;mfflm:nll_x

with brown ; the neck and under surface white, largely blotched with deep brown ; the feathers of the upper

surface blackish brown on the middle, with a lighter margin ; quulls deep black with a

1 Y ' . AT Ve . 3 '8 *r 1 | y . ‘ '[ |
towards the tip ; the tail grey at the base, the rest being black in the centre and fading off to whitc

tip; beak black at the point and brown at the base : tars) dull yellow : irides brown.

The Plate represents an adult and a young bird of the year, rather more than two thirds

long white mark

at the
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