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GREAT BLACK-BACKED GULL.
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Larus marinus, i,
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Tuis fine species of Gull, of which an adult 1n 1ts winter plum
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stated that 1t 1s there a bird of considerable rarity. Mr. Audubon |

has, however, just sent forth to the world

a magnificent drawing of an individual shot by himself within the United States: thus satisfactorily proving

that the New World is included in its rano AN > AT .. .
ded 1n 1ts range. It is widely distributed along the shores of the Furopean
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which are resorte 1S or "DOS eeding, : | | ‘
are resorted to by this Gull for the purpose of breeding, among which, according to Mr. Selby,

may be enumerated the steep holmes and sandy islands in the Bristol Channel, Souliskerrv in the Orkneys

the Bass Island in the Frith of Forth, and one or two stations on the Scottish coast. |
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It breeds also in the marshes at the mouth of the Thames, ‘-f]]ilkillg a nest on the oround, of reeds, rushes
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and flag leaves. The eggs are three in number, like those of the Herring Gull in shape, but larger: the
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ground colour of various shades of brown, always blotched and spotted with darker brown.

On the water it is extremely light and buoyant, swimming with little exertion, gracefully rising and falling
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with the undulating waves of the ocean ; and, being capable of sustaining a long and continued flight, constantly
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wandering over the surface of the water or searching along the coast with every rising and receding tide.
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it seldom fails to find for the gratification of its omnivorous appetite a plentiful supply of half-decomposed
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animal substances, the refuse from ships, marine crustacea, &c.
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The female differs from the male only in being rather smaller, and in her colouring being somewhat less
Intense.
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The only change of plumage which this Gull undergoes after having attained maturity 1s in the snowy white
head and neck of summer oiving place to a mottled grey colouring of these parts In winter.
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The young of the first and second year 1s distinguished by a mottled grey and white plumage covering the
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whole body. In this stage of its existence both this and the young of the Lesser Black-backed Gull have
been known under the names of Wagel, Cobb, &c.

The adult has the head, neck, throat, tail, and all the under surface pure white ; the mantle and wing-
coverts greyish black ; the primaries and secondaries black tipped with white; legs pale pinkish white
inc]ining‘ in some individuals to fleshy red ; bill pale yellow with a blood-red spot on the angular projection of
the lower mandible ; irides yellowish hazel.

The ficure 1s about two thirds of the natural size.
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