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Genus MORMON, Tenun.

Gen. Caar. .Beak shorter than the head, of greater depth t
both mandibles arched, furrowed, and notched at the
acute and elevated at its origin.  Nostrils |

SO I e Ln 19 I or MO Oy T B a1 .
closed by a naked membrane. Tursi short, retiring.  Feet palmated
only, the two mner nails much hooked.

or nearly so.

PUFFIN.

Mormon Fratercula, Tenmm.

l.e Macareux moine.

WueNEVER Nature appears to mdulge 1n excentricity in the modification of those organs which are essential

(
O
to existence, we are not to suppose,—because we cannot follow her through all her mysteries, or discove

motive,—that she ever acts a blind or random part, and the more inclined shall we be to come to this decision
s decision,

the more closely we examine her operations. We make these remarks, because in the singular construction

han length, and very compressed ;
ateral, marginal, linear, naked, almost whollv

P e B . i : 4 -
Wings short ; first and second quill-feathers equal,

point, the edge of the upper one

. does three before

r the

of the bill of this bird we are at a loss to account for this deviation from the forms which we see possessed

by birds whose food and manners are altogether the same.

On a first glance at the Puffin, we cannot fail to be struck by the short and inelegant contour of its ficure,

and by the strange shape but brilhant colour of 1ts beak, which imparts a singular aspect to the physiognomy

of this inhabitant of the ocean ; where, as if to belie 1ts round and awkward hgure, 1t displays great agility

and an arrow-like quickness cf motion ;—its beak, deep, compressed, and poimnted with a sharp ridge and keel,

affords the beau ideal of an instrument for cutting through the water,—a circumstance the more necessary

when considered i connexion with a form of body by no means so well adapted for diving with ease and
vigour as 1s possessed by many others. The feathers however are thick, close and smooth, so completely
throwing off every particle of water as to render it impossible that the plumage can be wetted. Independent
of the use of the beak as a water-cutting nstrument, 1t 1s a weapon of destruction to mnumerable hordes
of fry and smaller fishes which swim near the surface of the water. These, at least during the breeding
season, are retained by dexterous management between the mandibles, till a row of lttle pendent victims is
arranged along each side, their heads firmly wedged m the beak, and their tails and bodies hanging outside.
Thus loaded, as we have frequently ourselves witnessed, the Putiin flies home to 1ts mate or newly hatched
offspring. The young, however, are themselves very soon ready for the water, where, long before they are
capable of flight, they may be seen in company with their parents diving and sporting on their congenial
element. The old birds evince great regard for their young, attending them with assiduity and manifesting
the utmost anxiety on the approach of danger.

The Puffin has an extensive range, abounding at the season of incubation on the rocky parts of our coasts,
especially the high cliffs and pomted rocks of the Isle of Wight, the rugged and precipitous coast of Wales,
Scotland, the Orkneys and Hebrides, as well as on the northern shores of the European and American Conti-
nents. It does not however invariably resort to crevices and ledges of rocks, but 1s known occasionally,
during the breeding season, to inhabit deserted rabbit-burrows, or other holes ij] the ';__eir(mnd adjac?nt to Ehe
sea, within which, without constructing any nest, it deposits one or two eggs of a uniform dull white. The
young when hatched are covered with long and fine down of a sooty black: their bill, as 1111;‘11{: bf:*. expecte(.l,'is nf)t
I to size or colour, nevertheless 1t bears the characteristic peculiarity so striking in
andibles do not possess the deep furrows which appear at more advanced

age assimilates to that of the adult, but 1s more obscure 1n 1ts mark-
- olour of the whole of the upper surface

so fully developed either as
the adult bird ; the sides also of the m
age. As they grow up, the general plum

ings. 1he adult birds present no external sexual differences, the c = i
being of a dark brown, inclining to black with coppery reflections ; a col?ar of the same colour passing round
the neck ; the cheeks white, shaded towards the lower parts with d(;rhcatc oray ;' ' |
surface white ; the bill blueish ash at its base passing off to a bright reddish orange, with tl[:iml()b-ll_{-l;mﬁ tlu]“{jﬁlh
on the upper and two on the lower mandible ; the gape covered by a naked puckered }"?m l"“j{‘ : e )ﬂ“Ll‘S.'
on the edges of the eyelids, are small bodies of a

the whole of the under

gray ; rim round the eye orange ; above and below the eye,
' .. th e being narrow
horny consistence and a deep slate-colour, that below the eye be1.1 Dl .._- ey St 1
] - * - | elve 1nches. 1eir food consists shes
use 1s not known ; legs orange. Total length eleven to tw el

marine insects.
Our Plate represents a male and female in different positions,

physiognomy.

and two lines in length ; their

to exhibit the peculiar character of their
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