VELVET SCOTER.
(O1dermma tusca. Flem.

I,;l _Li’l';llltll' ()] llllllli't‘ \];H'r‘:-uu-

I'ris 1s the largest species of the genus Oidemia, and may be readily distingmished from both its congeners
(Ohd. perspcillata and Ohd. migra,) by the snow-white bar across the wing and the patch of white situated
beneath the eye. [t also differs Very t‘nuwiffrl'.tlrl_\ im the conformation of its bhill. in which. however it
;l]l]i['ll\ililiill'H 111051 iu‘.'ll‘]}' [0 ()ﬁf_./‘ YL ,-g\/m-,'//;;;:; - I‘HI‘ ;1]I||H|I'_1|| il ix Iml{'lr nore Iiillllt‘f!. -«TiH iF P sents traces of
the swollen tubercle, but to a less extent than in either of the other species.

1he northern recions of the globe constitute the true habitat of all the members of the group : the present

Hl}l'l'it'“ retires within the Arcetic Cirele ||||t'i|1;' the summer. ant

the tll'ln'mu-ll of severe weather. 1t s found in considerable abun.

I‘t'L{II'LtI'l\. miorates 1o the u|:|1l|11'l‘!1 SCUAS O

ANCC O6 YATTOLUS li.ll'fh of our HHI'IIH'I‘IJ COASNIS.,

where 1t feeds upon muscles. mollusca. &ce.. which 1t alwavs obtains by diving. It 1s very abundant in the

\rctie recions of Asia. and 1s I't'lll*l'h':l to breed upon the banks of the larger rivers 1 Denmarlk. Ht:ui.:,
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cation, and constructs its nest of erass. lined with down. in which | deposits from eight to ten white ¢
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\s 1n the other members of the OCNUS the sexes differ veryv considerably from cach other, but as the female

Very {~i.ml-|\ |*1~~..r“1|;|{*u ||(' I{']||.1]1* nI l]lt‘ :"\Hi‘| .“{‘Hlt'l' Wwe ||.'IH' 1O {[l'l'llll‘ll 1L necessary to AYLE d li:TI!'{‘ “|~ i!.

1The male has the whole of the |1|111|1;t:¢' of a t]t*{'lr velvety black. with the exception of a patch ot white

eneath the eve. and the secondaries. which are pure white and form a band across the WIing : upper m ndible

l]tti'li 11 lllt‘ l;,lq*_ tnhe |'{-1[|;1i1|{|1'|' |‘1*t|‘ (' j_[’t‘ll \‘.illl ,ll.'l{'lu: IHHI{'[' III.'llirlill]t* ll,llt' \t'lllll\i‘ll Hllifl‘. t'llj__'tl'l Hﬂll

black : legs red on the outside, and Ilt'l']l vellow ""-lll'-llllxli"l with black on the mner: irides white.
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oreyish on the under surface: between the bill and the eve, and on the ear-coverts. a Spot of white : beak

hlackish ash colour: tars:i and feet dull red : 1irides brown.

We have heured a male of the natural size.




