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Genus OIDEMIA. Flew

(yen. CHHar. [/l swollen or tuberculated at the hase, laree, elevated. and strone

Lthe | P
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e tlat dertrum or natl, which has 1ts
cxtremil V I unded and sheht ‘}f detlected : mandibles laminated, with the |1|11I:-~ hroad

:\fﬁ‘/f?/ﬁ Li':ﬂﬁl‘, til'\.”r*ll.trx.tl, Id‘n‘twl IH‘JI‘lI[t' HIiih'Il'lil‘|||l‘|I|l\
”Mf_'_j.w llll LI1C ) ’l'l]:'lll. concave, aculte,

strong, and widely set.

lail short. :__['l'.l!lll'.llrt'. ACULC »

s far behind
the centre of gravity.  Tars: short.  Feet large
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SURF SCOTER.

\“il"’* |}l*|"‘l}il'i”;llil. /;HHH.
(idemia Pers] nweillata., Flem.

l.e Canard Marchand

1 ni1s curious Duck should rather be considered as an American species than as strictly indigenous to the

|‘:lil‘t1|!t';lll { Hlllilu‘li! | II.‘lm ||1H‘.1'H‘I‘, |#I‘t'l|lll'llll\ H{'{‘lll'l‘l‘il ill l|ll‘ IIHI‘I]H'I'II SUCAS H|‘ I|1i- Iull'liull HI‘ Ilu‘ |H|H'.,
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we have ourselves
~|:1-<ﬁ¢1|t-1t (a female) killed in the Firth of Forth.

rl'l‘l'i'ﬁl"fl (
In 1ts general form. economy. and habits. 1t 1s intimatels
allied to both the Velvet and Scoter Ducks. and the three species have been with good reason separated by

Dr. Fleming into a distinet genus.  No one who has attentively investicated the great family of the
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can have failed to remark mto how many distine groups or genera even the l.uropean examples naturally

JANTanZC themselves, each group Irtﬁrlij characterized by its diversity of form. habits. and manners ()t these

'l|1r uln'rirw fﬂ‘ Ihih

ogenera, once HI‘ l|lt* lu‘wT tlt‘“lll'll S U.'{“” JAS 1NOS| t'nllhll.it'llullu iw llml tlt'ui;l!iilt'tl (icdemae
CHLUS drc Hll‘it'llx H{'t‘illlit‘, ;lllll dl'C l'_\;|ll't'-~*~|\ éilltlilil'II l‘lrl' Hll[.lillill,‘_[' Ilu'il‘ Lood I:ll' |i['lilll HI]H]'I‘. |lt'il|'_{' I!rnrkit[:':l

with an entirely water-proof plumage, and endowed with most extraordinary powers of swimming and diving.
[ nhike the true Ducks, they seldom visit the

and waters. or feed upon terrestrial mollusca or vegetables
,|||1 A

 out at sea, and diving to a very great depth, procure bivalves, mollusca, and submarine vegetables :

ear to be |1;1rlit'11|;1r|\' [HII‘Ii;ll to the common mussel, which we have taken from their throats and
stomachs entire.

1|11*x ;tll

It 15 for the purpose of grinding down this shelly food that the gizzard 1s not only extremely thick and

muscular, but 1s also lmed with a dense coriaceous cuticle capable of grinding to pul

) I]H' hard ln.t[ira
Hllllit‘{'ll'{l 1) 'll-- ;u’linlt.

The arctic regions of America appear to be the true habitat of
lr;xrlit*:i|.1r|x' about Hudson’s Bav and Bathn’s Bav.

1% |1l‘t'--t'lll Hin't'it*w_

Lattle 18 known respecting 1ts mdihcation, but 1t 1s said to form its nest near the shore, of

JdASSOS liH:1|
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and that the eges are white, and eight or ten 1n number.

The wings are short, convex. and pointed, and although they afford the bird tolerable powers of flight, they

|1 l‘ilHil'l} ;1{L1|1111| for an orean of I;rta;frl'a~iiril under water, an element to which. rather than to the ai
1 I]'twltin*l|ll\' trusts for safetyv.

1he umitorm black colouring which characterizes the ]llllIH;lL{l‘ of the present oroup s rehieved 1in all the

al}thil“m by a healk 1-\;¢wr11]ilt1:|}' rich 1n colour and ornamental in its markines. and in none of the Species 1s
Ihia |:l‘{'ll|.lil!‘il_'«. Hore {'Hllhlli{'lltlllh lll{’lll iil l|ll‘ HHI'l‘ 5('1111'[‘: l|li-~ f‘t‘ilflll'l“ |1H‘~H'H'l‘. i-~ IHHIHH] iH Tlll' lll.tlt'-- Jl‘lllli'.
the temales of the three species, which, we may remark, \ ery t*||r~t-|}' resemble each other. havineg the beak
plain, and nearly unmiform n colour.
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e adulf ||1:11||;1;:¢~, which presents no difference 1in summer and winter. mav be thus described
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1he female differs from the male 1in havine the whole of the plumage dull brown, which 1s hightest about

[]ll' ’Il'tllx llill'l\ () i\l"

the face, cheeks, and under surface : feet grevish brown.

1he Plate represents a male and female, rather more than three fourths of the natural size.




