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KING DUCK.
\nas spectabilis, Linn.
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Tris magnficent species has, with the Eider Duck. to which it bears a strong resemblance, been very ln'u|n'rlx

‘urm{'t| illlu ;l t“n Elll'f JCLHLUS '1\' I)I', Lt‘;l{‘ll: \‘-lli{‘lli ;IIIIIHII:II il {'l,l]]l,li“u HHI\ Illl“ﬂl‘ LWO H[H‘t'-ll"n S [‘.1[' s

mown, 1s yet marked by well-defined characters. The habits, manners, and localities of the Kine Duck

closely resemble those of the Eider, excepting that 1t seldom visits, like the latter, our more temperate
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History of Birds,” that Mr. Bullock discovered it breeding in Papawestra, one of the Orkney Islands, in the
latter end of June : but such an occurrence we suspect could only have been accidental, as we are not aware
of a sumilar circumstance beimg recorded. It 1s not uncommon 1in Norwav, the coasts of the Baltic. the arctic

shores of Si'#l'l'i.‘l, and 1 even extends to li.‘llllut'h;lllut. [t 1s very ;l]lllllllellll In (irt'rnl.tm]. where 1ts lesh s

caten ’n the natives, and 1ts skin sewn toeether to form warm carments. It s also I]iwlu'l'u'l 1) equa abun-
dance along the same latitudes of the American coasts. The process of mcubation 1s strictly the same as that
of the Kider, and the nest undereoes the same system of plunder. Its eges are rather less in size, and of an
1l|i'$l' {'II]HH]'.

Mr. Sabine, in his history of the Birds of Greenland, informs us, that the male is four years 1n ACqUIrIng 1ts
perfect plumage. T'he sexual differences m this species present the same features as are found to occur in
the Kader ; the female being ot a dull sober brown. while the male 1s as remarkable for a .'_,-;uu|} and strongely
contrasted hvery.

1T'he beak of the male bird differs from that of the male Eider in having two lateral cartilaginous projections
which rise from the base, inclosine the forehead mulrl}' as far as the eye ; the colour of 1ts crest, as also that
of the beak and legs, 1s of a beautiful rich vermilion ; a narrow line of black velvet-like feathers forms the
outline of the upper mandible ; beneath the throat are arrow-shaped lines of the same colour pointed towards
the base of the beak ; the Lop of the head and the tH*('i[”ll are of a beautiful blueish SIrey S cheeks white, with
a delicate tint of ine sea-ereen : neck and upper part of the back white, gradually assuming a delicate salmon
colour at the breast: the other parts of the llllllll.’i:_['l‘, both above and below. rl:-:-]: blackish brown. with the
1‘\{'1']11iul| of a white Spot in the centre of the wing, and another of the same colour behind the thieh : the
secondaries are sickle-shaped, and bend gracefully over the quill-feathers.
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omsh them. bemge of a uniform rusty brown with irregular bars and arrow-shaped markings of black.

We have heured a male and female three fourths of their natural size.




