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TUFTED DUCK.
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1Tuis eleeant little Duck is one of the regular winter visitors of our island. where it arrives in autamn and

distributes itself very generally over lakes, meres, large ponds, armlets of the sea, and similar situations. 1n

which temporary residences 1t 18 most frequently seen 1N pairs, repeatedly diving n search of food. which is

obtained exclusively at the bottom of the water, and consists, for the most part,

of various freshwater shell-

hsh, crustacea. worms, and mollusca : to this food 1t occasionally adds n:lu;ni:'\t‘uiﬂ;lh]rm. Althouch eenerally

observed mland n pairs, 1t 1S nof HIH}WW|IH*HIIV to be seen 1n considerable flocks enlivening the shores of the

a:wz‘lldlﬂirlﬂ;nﬁx those of a rocky nature. 1In lht‘lnnul-r of diving, the Tufted Duck possesses the same facility

as the rest of the Lobefooted section to which if belones, beme extremely quick m all 1ts motions, and on
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1ts congeners makes the morasses and the untrequented recions of the arctie cirele an asviom i which to
| - .

rear 1ts young. LThe range of its migrations southward 1s very considerable: we ourselves lave recerved
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\s1atic confines : we have also seen if trom the Black Sea. and from every itermediate countrv as far as the

hich northern latitudes. It abounds in manv parts of Northern India, especially the high lands. The

collection from the Himalava mountains which afforded the materials for our ¢ Century of Birds.” contained

several specimens.  Although its stout and rounded hgure does not contribute much to its elegance. its
plainness 1s relieved by the graceful pendent erest which flows from the head and occiput.

T'he Tufted Duck is brought to the London marke in considerable numbers during the winter: and although
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The sexes mav be dhistinemished by the lesser {TIHIIHIFHIiI("lFiIHJHIF\'I}r the colours of the female. and h}

her havine the rudiments onlv of the flowing crest, the colour of which. as well as of the breast, 1s brown. with
faint traces of the violet gloss so {W}n~|ﬁtw1nlh~illl|tv male. whose [ﬂl”lh!:l'llul\ he thus deseribed :
The top of the head and the long pendent silky crest rich violet black : neck and chest oreenish black :

upper part of the plumage glossy brownish black, with very minute arey specks scattered over the scapularies

speculum of the wings and under surface white : bill lead colour ; nail black ; legs and toes brownish black.
T'he voung of the vear are devoid of the pendent crest; the whole of the plumage 1s of a more obscure
tint ; and the feathers of the upper surface are edeed with brown.

*rlu-lrhllr represents a male and female rather less than the natural size.




