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RED-CRESTED DUCK.

Anas rutima., all.
Fuhigula rutina, Steph.

l.t* C;lll;ll‘tl ail”t'lll‘ I:lllrln'.

Tue very fine Duck which we have illustrated in the accompanying Plate 1s as vet but Little known as havin

claim to a |1|;1u- in the Fauna of Great Britain; but the frequent occurrence of both sexes 1n various parts of

the British Islands »-nl]'lrirml}' esta v

ishes 1t as a native species, or af least as much so as manv others t
occasionally migrate to this country.

[inglish t‘\:imlwlva of this beautitul a]n'(*iva form a part of the collections of the Hon. W. 1. I.

and Mr. Yarrell.
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The former gentleman possesses a fine female. killed out of a flock of eiechteen, on the
Thames. near his own estate at Erith in Kent, and to whose kindness we are mdebted for the loan of the

al?l‘('-lllli.‘ll from which our ficure was taken.

The Anas rufina is confined to the old continent, where its range 1s very extensive, as 1s proved

by our
havine received 1t 1n collections 1

om the Himalava mountains. and observed 1t i the collection of Col. Svykes

from the Dukhun. in which localities it is a bird of no rarity; and 1t also occurs nearly as plentifully m th
castern portions of [Lurope, particularly f rouchout Huneary, Austria, and 1urkey.

M, Temminek
1l 1S A Il{‘l'lllllli'éll vVisitor to Ihv shores of f

States thal

ie Caspian Sea, but af the same time observes that i

open ocean : from these countries it i1s more or less distributed throughout the whole of the central portion:
of l‘:!ll‘nllt.'.

f

Little i1s known of the habits of this very interesting species its form. however. shows 1t to

belone to the true diving Ducks ; hence we may reasonably conclude that its food consists principally of small
hell fish and molluscous animals, with vegetables and the fry of fishes.

An attentive examination of this bird will lead, we think, to the conviction, that 1t offers many points of

affinity to the -“*1“‘("“-"* of the genus Merous. We need only instance the narrow and compressed form of the

eeply serrated edges,

bill towards 1ts (-xirvmii}', with ¢ the tlialmailiun of some of its markings, and the silky

toxture of the feathers of the head, in corroboration of this fact. The trachea of the male, also, according to
M. Temminck’s {It'a('ril}‘riun, i« not unlike that of the Merous meroanser, being large immediately below the

upper larvnx, becoming suddenly very narrow, and then a second enlargement ol the tube, termimmating 1n very

narrow rines. The inferior larynxis formed of two

Hlatations : that on the left, which 1s the largest and most

l*ll‘\‘ilh‘fl._ 15 |I}I'Hll‘{l of osseous ramihcations l’.fi_ﬂ'L'l'l'l’l )V d “I]t‘ I]lt‘ltllll'illli‘.

The male has the head ornamented with a crest of silky feathers, which, with the rest of the head and the

L 1s of a delicate chestnut tinged with vinous :

front nl' the 11|1|wl' lml't of t]lt‘ nec
l1

l|lt‘ |}:1('l~. :H]II |{1'~.H‘1‘ llét]'l 1-|.
o neck. the chest, and under surface, are brownish black ; the back 1S |m|(' cinercous brown, with a large

¢ flanks,
are white ; the rump and upper tail-coverts black with ereen reflections 3 beak red ; nail white 5 tarsi and toes
red with black interdigital membranes.

spot of white above the oriein of each wing; the shoulders, the speculum, the base of the quills, and 1

The female wants the fine crest of the male: the top of the head and m'('ilnn are dark brown

cheeks,
throat, and sides of the neck, cinereous ; the whole of the upper si

'I‘JI{'l' CINercous hl'tl‘x'\’!l, ‘»'fllll |l|l_‘ {'\{'{‘I}Tillll

of the shoulders. which are white, and the -:rlu'rt'ulum. which 1s du!

white I{‘l‘lllill:ilill:‘ i brown :
flanks vellowish brown ;

ander surface cinereous : beak, tarsi and toes, reddish brown.
We have ficured a male and female three fourths of the natural S1Z€.

breast and




