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INCIDENTS OF A TRIP

GREAT PLATTE VALLREY,

TO THE

ROCKY MOUNTAINS

AND

LARAMIEKE PLAINS,
IN THE FALL OF 1866,

WITH A SYNOPTICAL STATEMENT OF THE VARIOUS PACIFIC RATLROADS,

AND AN ACCOUNT OF THE GREAT

UNION PACIFIC RAILROAD EXCURSION

TO THE ONE HUNDREDTH MERIDIAN OF LONGITUDE.

New Mork .
D. VAN NOSTRAND, No. 192 BROADWAY.

1867.



Entered, according to Act of Congress, in the year 1867,
By D. VAN NOSTRAND.

In the Clerk’s Office ¢f the District Court of the United States for the Southern District
of New York,
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T0 MAJOR-GENERAL JOHN A. DIX,

President of the Union Pacific Bailroad Company ;

American Minaster to the Court of France, elc.

GENERAL : The following narrative of personal inci-
dents, connected with a professional visit to the Rocky
Mountains, and Laramie Plains, during the months of
September, October and November of the past year, in
company with Hon. Jesse L. Williams, Government
Director, and Gen. G. M. Dodge, Chief Engineer of the
Union Pacific Railroad, was originally written for, and
all but the last three numbers, published in the “ New

York Times.”

Your appointment by the President of the United
States, as Foreign Minister, made it necessary for you to
leave the country before the numbers were all published ;
and also prevented you, much to the disappointment of
yourself as well as of your associates in the management
of the road, from participating in the great celebration
of the completion of the Union Pacific Railroad to the
one hundredth meridian of longitude, which is imper-
fectly described in the last numbers.

I have, therefore, taken the liberty of collecting,
revising, and dedicating them to you, in their present



i TO MAJOR-GENERAL JOHN A. DIX.

form, hoping that their perusal may afford you some
pleasure in your moments of relaxation from the cares

and responsibilities connected with your high official
position.
I have the honor to be, General,
Your obedient servant,

SILAS SEYMOUR.
NEw YoRrg, Feb. 1, 1867.
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ment Directors.
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Pass—Valley of Clear Creek—DMining Operations—Scenery of the
Rocky Mountains—Mr. Williams’ Letter from Berthoud Pass.

III.—Snow Storm in the Rocky Mountains—Empire City to Idaho—
Central, Golden, and Denver Cities—Virginia Caillon—Russell
Gulch—Quartz Mills at Black-Hawk-—Junction Ranch—Guy’s Hill
—C(Clear Creek Calion—Entrance into Denver.

IV.—Colorado Agricultural Fair—Denver to Laporte—Virginia Dale—
Stone-wall Cafion—Steamboat Butte-—Antelope Pass, and Laramie
Plains—Aurrival at Fort John Buford.

V.—A Day at Fort John Buford—Mr. Williams’ Letter—Eastward
Bound—Death of the Elk-Stag—Crossing the Black Hills at
Eavan’s Pass—Descent towards the Plains-—Lone Rock—Camp
on Dale Creek—A Herd of Elk—Camps on Lone-Tree and Box-
Elder Creeks—Death of the Antelope—Return to Laporte.

VI.—Parting Supper at Laporte—Return Trip to Denver—Kearny and
Omaha—DBen Holladay and his Friends—Tribute to T. C. Durant—

Remarkable Progress of the Union Pacific Railroad—Arrival at
Omaha—Troubles at the Hernden House.

VIL.—Two Weeks at Omaha—Wild Geese and Duck Shooting—Advent
of Chicago and Northwestern Agents on their way to Denver—

Parting Speech of Mr. Tappen—Anticipated Arrival of the great
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sion—Synopsis of Pacific Railroads—Speech of General Simpson—
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Joseph, and Omaha—Reception and Ball at Omaha.

VIII.—Morning after the Ball—The Excursion Train—All on Board—
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Road—Arrival at Columbus—Camping Out on the Plains—Indian
War Dance—Morning Serenade—Town of Columbus—Sham Indian
Fight— Presents to the Indians—Contrast between Civilized and
Savage Life—Train still Going Westward—Way Stations on the
Road—Aurrival at Camp No. Two—Military Encampment—Another
Night in Camp—Morning Exercises—Departure of the Elkhorng—
List of Excursionists—End of Track found at last—Buffalo and
Antelope Hunters—Dinner in Camp—=Fireworks on the Plains—
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J. H. Simpson’s Letter from North DPlatte Station--Death of
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WESTERN INCIDENTS.

I.

NEW YORK TO PITTSBURGH, CHICAGO, OMAHA, FORT KEARNY, AND DEN-
VER—PROGRESS OF THE UNION PACIFIC RAILROAD—VISIT OF GOV-
BRNMENT DIRECTORS, ETC., ETC.

Dexver Crty, CororApo, Monday, Sept. 17, 1866.

IT is now about two weeks since I lett New York, in
company with the Government Directors of the Union
Pacific Railroad, for the purpose of inspecting the rapid
construction of that greatest of modern enterprises; and
also examining the different routes which have been pro-
posed for the road through the passes of the Rocky
Mountains ; and it seems to me that during that time I
have learned more of the vast extent and resources of
our continent than I had ever known before.

Leaving New York on the evening of the 4th Septem-
ber, by the New Jersey, and Pennsylvania Central Rail-
roads, we arrived at Pittsburgh on the 5th for dinner,
after which we were placed in the Government Presiden-
tial car, which conveyed us most comfortably to Chicago
in time to witness the interesting ceremonies of laying
the corner-stone of the Douglas monument, pay our
respects to the Presidential party, and hear the elo-
quent address of (eneral Dix. |

On Friday evening, the 7th, we continued our journey
from Chicago westward over the lowa division of the












































































































































































































































































































































































































