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INCIDENTS OF A TRIP

GREAT PLATTE VALLREY,

TO THE

ROCKY MOUNTAINS

AND

LARAMIEKE PLAINS,
IN THE FALL OF 1866,

WITH A SYNOPTICAL STATEMENT OF THE VARIOUS PACIFIC RATLROADS,

AND AN ACCOUNT OF THE GREAT

UNION PACIFIC RAILROAD EXCURSION

TO THE ONE HUNDREDTH MERIDIAN OF LONGITUDE.
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D. VAN NOSTRAND, No. 192 BROADWAY.
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Entered, according to Act of Congress, in the year 1867,
By D. VAN NOSTRAND.

In the Clerk’s Office ¢f the District Court of the United States for the Southern District
of New York,
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T0 MAJOR-GENERAL JOHN A. DIX,

President of the Union Pacific Bailroad Company ;

American Minaster to the Court of France, elc.

GENERAL : The following narrative of personal inci-
dents, connected with a professional visit to the Rocky
Mountains, and Laramie Plains, during the months of
September, October and November of the past year, in
company with Hon. Jesse L. Williams, Government
Director, and Gen. G. M. Dodge, Chief Engineer of the
Union Pacific Railroad, was originally written for, and
all but the last three numbers, published in the “ New

York Times.”

Your appointment by the President of the United
States, as Foreign Minister, made it necessary for you to
leave the country before the numbers were all published ;
and also prevented you, much to the disappointment of
yourself as well as of your associates in the management
of the road, from participating in the great celebration
of the completion of the Union Pacific Railroad to the
one hundredth meridian of longitude, which is imper-
fectly described in the last numbers.

I have, therefore, taken the liberty of collecting,
revising, and dedicating them to you, in their present



i TO MAJOR-GENERAL JOHN A. DIX.

form, hoping that their perusal may afford you some
pleasure in your moments of relaxation from the cares

and responsibilities connected with your high official
position.
I have the honor to be, General,
Your obedient servant,

SILAS SEYMOUR.
NEw YoRrg, Feb. 1, 1867.
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WESTERN INCIDENTS.

I.

NEW YORK TO PITTSBURGH, CHICAGO, OMAHA, FORT KEARNY, AND DEN-
VER—PROGRESS OF THE UNION PACIFIC RAILROAD—VISIT OF GOV-
BRNMENT DIRECTORS, ETC., ETC.

Dexver Crty, CororApo, Monday, Sept. 17, 1866.

IT is now about two weeks since I lett New York, in
company with the Government Directors of the Union
Pacific Railroad, for the purpose of inspecting the rapid
construction of that greatest of modern enterprises; and
also examining the different routes which have been pro-
posed for the road through the passes of the Rocky
Mountains ; and it seems to me that during that time I
have learned more of the vast extent and resources of
our continent than I had ever known before.

Leaving New York on the evening of the 4th Septem-
ber, by the New Jersey, and Pennsylvania Central Rail-
roads, we arrived at Pittsburgh on the 5th for dinner,
after which we were placed in the Government Presiden-
tial car, which conveyed us most comfortably to Chicago
in time to witness the interesting ceremonies of laying
the corner-stone of the Douglas monument, pay our
respects to the Presidential party, and hear the elo-
quent address of (eneral Dix. |

On Friday evening, the 7th, we continued our journey
from Chicago westward over the lowa division of the
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Chicago and Northwestern Railroad, in the magnificent
Directors’ car, which was kindly placed at the disposal
of the Government Directors by Mr. Dunlap, the Gen-
eral Superintendent, and which conveyed us to the end
of the track, a distance of about four hundred miles west
of Chicago. From this point we were compelled to make
the balance of the distance to Omaha, about ninety miles,
by stage. The rails are to be laid, however, upon this
portion of the route by the 1st of April next.

We arrived at Omaha, the eastern terminus of the
Union Pacific Railroad, on the morning of the 10th, and
spent the day in examining the extensive shops of the

Company, which have all been constructed within the
past year. '

DEPARTURE FROM OMAHA.

On the morning of the 11th, the Directors accom-
panied by Gen. G. M. Dodge, Chief Engineer, Major
Bent, Major Chesbrough and myself, took a special
train, m charge of Mr. S. B. Reed, the General Super-
intendent, for the end of the track, which was then laid
two hundred and seventeen miles westward, in the Great
Platte Valley. We arrived opposite Fort Kearny at four
P. M., having passed over two hundred miles of road in
eight hours, or at the rate of twenty-five miles an hour.
1t may not be improper to state in this connection,
that only forty miles of track were laid on this road dur-
ing the latter part of 1865. And the balance, or about
one hundred and eighty miles, has been laid during the
present season ; and the track-laying is now progressing
so rapidly that it will reach the crossing of the North
Platte river, a distance of two hundred and eighty-five
miles from Omaha, by the 1st of November.

~ The law requires the President of the United States to
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appoint five Directors to represent the Government in
the management of the road. And 1t also requires these
Directors to visit the road as often as they think proper,
and make a report upon its condition, management, and
progress, to the Secretary of the Ifiterior.

The following are the names of these Directors—Hon.
George Ashmun, of Mass.; Hon. Jesse L. Williams, of
Ind.; Hon. T. J. Carter, of Ill.; Hon. Springer Har-
baugh, of Penn. ; and Hon. Charles T. Sherman, of Ohio.
Mr. Ashmun did not accompany the party.

Our party separated at Kearny Station, and three of
the Government Directors, Messrs. Harbaugh, Carter,
and Sherman, remained on the north side of the Platte
for the purpose of inspecting the palance of the com-
pleted portion of the road, and then returning eastward.
While the other Government Director, Hon. Jesse L.
Williams, who 1s also an engineer of great experience,
together with Gen. G. M. Dodge, Major Chesbrough
and myself, crossed over to the stage station, near Fort
Kearny, for the purpose of continuing our journey by
stage to the Rocky Mountains.

FROM FORT KEARNY TO DENVER CITY.

We left Fort Kearny at one P. M., on Wednesday, the
12th inst., and arrived at Denver at ten A. M., on the fol-
lowing Saturday, making the entire distance of four hun-
dred miles in less than three days and nights. The
speed, comfort, and regularity of these Ben Holladay
Overland stages is certainly astonishing, when we con-
sider the fact that they pass through hundreds and thou-
sands of miles of almost uninhabited country ; and that it
is only five years since the experment was first attempted.

Our party was exceedingly fortunate in falling in company
1-9{'
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with Gen Hughes, the attorney of the Stage Company,
who, with his daughter, accompanied us from Omaha to
Denver.

FIRST VIEW OF THE ROCKY MOUNTAINS.

Our first view of the Rocky Mountains was from a
pomnt on the Plains about one hundred miles distant,
and about an hour before sunset on Friday evening, the
14th inst. A heavy cloud had been lying along the west-
ern horizon during the whole afternoon, and it was feared
that we should not obtain the long coveted view before
the following morning ; but, fortunately, the sun broke
through and dispelled the lower belt of clouds just in time
to give us a magnificent view of the entire range, and en-
able us to see the setting of the sun behind Long’s Pealk,
the highest in the range. : ;

DENVER CITY.

The appearance of Denver, as you approach it from
the east, 18 not very imposing. The town is situated in
the valley of the South Platte, at the mouth of Cherry
Creek, about twelve miles in a direct line from the base
of the mountains. And the swell, or elevation of the
plam to the eastward, hides it from view until you ap-
proach within about three miles of the town. It then
bursts upon the view as if by magic; and presents a
most comfortable and inviting appearance to the weary
traveller from the Plains, who has seen nothing but log
and adobe ranches, at intervals of ten and twenty miles,
for many long and weary days and nights.

Denver boasts of four or five thousand inhabitants.
The streets are regularly laid out; and there are many
fine brick blocks, either constructed or in course of con-
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~ struction. You can purchase almost anything here that
can be purchased in New York, but at prices from fifty
to one hundred per cent. higher. The hotels are very
ordinary. Nothing would improve the town more than
-the construction of two or three first-class hotels.

We are about to start on our trip through the moun-
tains by way of Golden City, Idaho, and Empire City,
to Berthoud’s Pass.

General Dodge and Major Chesbrough will go from
here directly to Liaporte, where Mr. Williams and myself
are to join them after our return from the mountains.
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I11.

DENVER CITY TO GOLDEN CITY—IDAHO—EMPIRE CITY, AND BERTHOUD
PASS—VALLEY OF CLEAR CREEE—MINING OPERATIONS—SCEN-
ERY OF THE ROCKY MOUNTAINS.

Exrpire Crry, Cororapo, September 19, 1866.

Hon. Jesse L. Williams, one of the Government Direc-
tors of the Union Pacific Railroad, and myself, accom-
panied on horseback by Mr. P. T. Brown, the Assistant
Engineer, who had been making the surveys for the
road through this wild and forbidding portion of the
route, started out from Denver on the morning of the
17th, in a comfortable covered carriage, drawn by a pair
of lazy, broken down mules, these being considered the
most safe and reliable for the rough mountain roads we
were to traverse. The oulfit, as all conveyances are
designated 1n this country, was under the special charge
of Mr. Brooks, a most venerable and experienced moun-
tameer and driver. Our objective point was Berthoud
Pass, and our route lay up the Valley of Clear Creek, or
as near 1t as the road would allow us to travel.

From Denver, the base of the mountains appears so
near as to invite a short morning walk to them before
breakfast; but we only reached them after a long two
hours’ ride of twelve miles, behind our “sgafe and reli-
able” mules, over the intervening plains. We entered
the somewhat broken and irregular base of the first
range, or lTable Mountain, as it is called, through the
opening made by the Valley of Clear Creek, instead of by
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the regularly travelled road some miles further south ;
and made our first halt at Golden City, fourteen miles
from Denver. This place 1s most beautiful for situation;
and should have been the great commerecial city for the
mining interests of this portion of Colorado. But Den-
ver, during the Cherry Creek excitement years ago,
obtained a long distance the start of if, and will, from
present appearances, retain the advantage. Here we
found iron-ore, coal and fire-clay in abundance, all which
will, sooner or later, be turned to good account.

GETTING INTO THE MOUNTAINS.

It being impossible to follow further up the Valley of
Clear Creek, on account of the intervening cafion extend-
ing some twelve or fifteen miles in our proper direction,
we were obliged to make a detour to the south, and enter
the next range through a less formidable gorge, up which
a very good road had been made in the direction of Idaho
and Empire Cities. We stopped an hour for a very good
dinner at the Geenessee Ranch, where we were overtaken
by our very intelligent and eccentric friend Wolfe, whose
acquaintance we had made at Denver, and who was
wending his way to his mmes in the mountains with a
load of enormous cabbages, turnips, water, musk and
other melons, the products of his large and well-cultiva-
ted Ranch on Clear Creek, near Denver. After regaling
us for dessert with one of his finest melons, Mr. Wolfe
opened to us his plans of a new process for separating
the precious metals from the quartz; and also his theory
for the extinetion of cholera ; all which, 1t 18 needless to
say, met with our unqualified approbation.
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CLEAR CREEK VALLEY.

Our road towards Idaho mow lay over a very rough,
precipitous country, to a pomnt a few miles below that
city, where we again struck the Valley of Clear Creek.
As we followed along the abrupt windings of this valley,
we were confinually reminded of the insatiate thirst of

man for the filthy lucre gold, by the broken and decay-
ing flumes and water wheels, and the crumbling and
ha,]f—reﬁ]led excavations in the banks along the stream,
which had been made and used by the earlier pioneers in
their search for hidden treasure. Some two miles below
Idaho we passed the extensive and more permanent
works, now being erected for the same purpose, by Gen.
Beaufort for an Kastern company of capitalists.

At early dusk we found ourselves i front of the Beebe
House, in Idaho, acknowledged to be the best hotel in
Colorado, with good mountain appetites for an excellent
supper which awaited us. Our venerable driver, and part
owner of our outfit, was almost exhausted by his continuous
wallopings of the mules ; and our mules (or rather horses
by brevet, since the close of the war), were fhors de com-
bat from the effects of a long drive over rough roads, and
the aforesaid wallopings of the venerable driver. On en-
tering the hotel I was most agreeably surprised to find
that it was owned and kept by old and familiar friends
from Sullivan county, New York; which fact rendered
our short stay exceedingly pleasa,nt The hot springs,
a,mple bathing, and hotel accommodations, render this

place the Saratoga of the mountains for the good people
of Denver and adjacent cities.
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ARRIVAL AT EMPIRE CITY.

An early breakfast enabled us to reach Empire Olty,
eleven miles further up the valley, at eleven o’clock m the
“morning. At no point along our road were we out of
view of the gulch and mountain mining operations,
being carried on by the sturdy and adventurous moun-
taineers.

Mr. Brown had informed us that we could not travel
with our carriage nearer than a point about two miles
from the pass; and that it would therefore be neces-
sary for Mr. Wiliams and myself to procure saddle-
horses at Empire for the balance of our journey. This,
together with our hasty lunch, detained us about an hour
at Empire City. In the meantime we were informed by
cgentlemen at Empire, that we could not make the ascent
to the pass and return during the afternoon, and had,
therefore, better defer the trip till morning. Mr. Wil-
liams, however, was too anxious to take a glimpse of the
Pacific slope of the continent, and had come too far for

that purpose, to be deterred by any such prognostications;
and we theretore set out at twelve on horseback, after
arranging with our driver to meet us at five o’clock with
the carriage, at the foot of the trail.

Our road, still following the Valley of Clear Creek,
was quite good for six miles of the distance, to the foot
of the trail which leads from the wagon road up the
southerly slope of the valley of a small tributary of Clear
Creek, which heads near Berthoud Pass.

We made our way slowly up the trail without much
difficulty, although 1 many places the path was quite
steep and sideling, reminding one of the ascent as made
years ago from the Glen House to Mount Washington.
We dismounted several times to relieve our horses and
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perhaps for greater safety. When near the top we
started up a bevy of mountain grouse, one of which had
the audacity to sit out the discharge of our revolvers,
upon a limb within twenty feet of us, without evincing
oreater emotion than an occasional wink of the left eye ;
but after our pistols were unloaded, Mr. Brown fired a
stone at the bird, which struck a tree near by, and caused
it to beat a hasty retreat. 1 had unfortunately left my
rifle and fowling-piece 1n the carriage.

- BERTHOUD PASS.

We reached Berthoud Pass at two p. M. on Tuesday,
- September 18 ; and were, for the first time 1n our lives,
greeted with a most extended and magnificent view of
the Pacific slope of the Western Continent. The sum-
- mit of the Pass 18 but a few hundred feet below the tim-
ber, or arborescent line ; and i1s about 6,100 feet above
Denver City, and 11,200 feet above the level of the sea.
The main range, or divide of the continent, was visible to
the north and west for a distance of 100 miles at least,
far beyond Long’s Peak, which reared its bald head,
spotted with eternal snow, high above the average level of
the range. Adfter spending an hour upon the Pass, and
taking such note of the topography as would refresh our
memories hereafter, we ascended the point of mountain
south of the Pass to an elevation several hundred feet
above the tree line, from which the view of Middle Park,
~ the valley of a tributary of . Grand River, leading west-
ward from the Pass; and the extended westerly slopes of
the Rocky Mountain ranges, formed a most enchanting
picture. The exhilarating effects of the high mountain
air and sublime scenery, mspired Mr. Williams with a
desire for a patriotic song. After some urging from Mr.
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Brown and myself, he led off with “ Sherman’s March to
the Sea.” Mr. Brown followed with the * Star Spangled

Banner,” and I closed the exercises with Moore’s seren-
ade “Come o’er the Sea,” et