38 KANSAS AND THE GOLD MINES.

time preparations are being made in almost every town
and hamlet in the Union, for such an emigration to the
Kansas gold mines as never was known in the wildest
California excitement. The exact location of the mouth
of Cherry Creek, which at present is the centre of
attraction, is not generally known. Some maps place
it west of Pike’s Peak, others locate 1t in Nebraska ;
while the statements of returned miners loeate 1t from
20 to 40 miles south of the Nebraska line. Its real
position is in longitude 105° 24" 34" west from Green-
wich, and in latitude 39° 48’ 58”. This locates it
definitely in Kansas, and about 19 miles, in an air-
line, south from the Kansas and Nebraska line. This
creek takes its source about 40 miles due south from
its mouth. By comparison, then, with points in ltast-
ern Kansas, its mouth is due west of Palermo ; its
middie nearly due west from Leavenworth, and its

‘source due west of Wyandott.

From Leavenworth to Auraria, in an air-line route, 1s 555 m.
From Atchison, in an air line, 18. cc v e v eveecveives: . 046
From St. Joseph, Mo., in an air-line,is........ e v A

The best data accessible at present, gives the dis-
tance from the mouth of the Kansas river, [ which ig
substantially the distance for Wyandott, Quindaro end
Kansas City,)

Yia Santa Xe route...:...... WEPE T b 745 m
Leavenworth to Auraria via Santa Fe route......... 742
Leavenworth via Fort Kearney route...., ...... o s 100
Atchison via Fort Kearney route. ... .. .02 vs s o's s 684
St. Joseph via Fort Kearney route..cviucieives s, 692

Thus it will be seen that either of the present routes
are longer by 138 miles, than an air-line. These com-

parisons, and a glance at the map, will at once show
that the present routes are very circuitous ; the Santa



