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In the year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty-four

An Act to Incorporate the Massachusetts Emigrant Aid
Company.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives, in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,
as follows :

SEcT. 1. Benjamin C. Clark, Isaac Livermore, Charles Al-
len, Isaac Davis, William G. Bates, Stephen C. Phillips, Charles
C. Hazewell, Alexander H. Bullock, Henry Wilson, James S.
Whitney, Samuel E, Sewall, Samuel G. Howe, James Holland,
~ Moses Kimball, James D. Green, Francis W. Bird, Otis Clapp,
Anson Burlingame, Eli Thayer, and Otis Rich, their associates,
successors, and assigns, are hereby made a corporation, by the
name of the Massachusetts Emigrant Aid Company, for the
purpose of assisting emigrants to settle in the West; and, for
this purpose, they have all the powers and privileges, and be
subject to all the duties, restrictions, and liabilities, set forth in
the thirty-eighth and forty-fourth chapters of the Revised
Statutes. '

SECT. 2. The capital stock of said corporation shall not ex-
ceed five millions of dollars. Said capital stock may be invest-
ed in real and personal estate: provided, the said corporation
shall not hold real estate in this Commonwealth to an amount

exceeding twenty thousand dollars,
2A




4 ACT OF INCORPORATION.

Sror. 3. The capital stock of said corporation shall be di-
vided into shares of one hundred dollars each ; but no more than
four dollars on the share shall be assessed during the year eigh-
teen hundred and fifty-four, and no more than ten dollars on the

share shall be assessed in any one year thereafter.
Sect. 4. At all meetings of the stockholders, each stock-

holder shall be entitled to cast one vote for each share held by
him : provided, that no stockholder shall be entitled to cast

more than fifty votes on shares held by himself, nor more ‘than
fifty votes by proxy. -

Secr. 5. This act shall take effect from and after its passage. -
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[5" The Corporators of the Massachusetts Emigrant Aid »
Company met at the State House, in Boston, May 4th, accord- ¢
ing to notice, and accepted the foregoing Charter. A Commit- "
tee was appointed to report a plan of organization and system - P
£

of operations. The Committee consisted of El Thayer, Alex-
ander ‘H. Bullock, and E. E. Hale, of Worcester, Richard
Hildreth, and Otis Clapp, of Boston, who submitted the follow-
ing Report, relating to the plan of operations, at an adjourned

meeting, held in Boston, May 12th.
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REPOR'T.

TuEe objects of this Corporation are apparent in its name.

The 1mmense emigration t. America from Europe, introduces
into our ports a very large number of persons eager to pass
westward. The fertility of our western regions, and the cheap-
ness of the public lands, induce many of the native born citizens
of the old States also to emigrate thither. At the present time,
public and social considerations of the gravest character render
it desirable to settle the territories west of Missouri and Iowa ;
and these considerations are largely increasing the amount of
westward emigration.

The foreign arrivals in America, last year, were 400,777. In
the same year, the emigration to Western States, of Americans
and foreigners, must have amounted to much more than 200,000
persons. The emigration thither this year will be larger still.
And from the older Western States large numbers are removing
into new territory.

Persons who are familiar with the course of movement of this
large annual throng of emigrants, know that under the arrange-
ments now existing they suffer at every turn. The frauds prac-
ticed upon them by “runners’ and other agents of transporting
lines in the State of New York, amount to a stupendous system
of knavery:; which has not been broken up even by the patient
endeavors of the State officers, and by very stringent State leg-
islation. The complete ignorance as to our customs in which
the foreign emigrant finds himself, and in more than half the
foreign emigration, his complete ignorance of our language, sub-
jects him to every fraud, and to constant accident. It is in the
face of every conceivable inconvenience, that the country re-
ceives every year four hundred thousand foreigners into its sea-
ports, and sends the larger portion of them to its Western
Country. '

The inconveniences and dangers to health to which the pi-
oneer 1s subject who goes out alone or with his family, only in
making a new settlement, are familiar to every American.

The Emigrant Aid Company has been incorporated to protect
emigrants, as far as may be, from such inconveniences. Its
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6 REPORT.

duty is to organize emigration to the West and bring it into a
system. 'I'his duty, which should have been attempted long ago,
18 particularly essential now, in the critical position of the west-
ern territories.

The Legislature has granted a charter, with a capital sufficient
for these purposes. This capital is not to exceed $5,000,000.
In no single year are assessments to a larger amount than ten
per cent. to be called for. The corporators believe that if the
Company be organized at once, as soon as the subscription to
the stock amounts to $1,000,000, the annual income to be de-
rived from that amount, and the subsequent subscriptions, may
be so dappropriated as to render most essential service to the emi-
grant ; to plant a free State in Kansas, to the lasting advantage
of the country; and to return a very handsome proﬁt to the
stockholders upon their investment.

1. The emigrant suffers whenever he goes alone into his new
home. He suffers from the frauds of others—from his own 1g-
norance of the system of travel; and of the country where he
settles ; and, again, from his want of support from neighbors—
which results in the impossibility of any combined assistance, or
of any division of labor.

The Emigrant Aid Company will relieve him from all these
embarassments, by sending out emigrants in companies, and es-
tablishing them in considerable numbers. They will locate
these where they please on arrival in their new home, and re-
ceive from government their titles. The¢ company propose to
carry them to their homes more cheaply than they could other-
wise go—to enable them to establish themselves with the least
inconvenience, and to provide the most important prime neces-
sities of a new colony. It will provide shelter and food at the
lowest prices after the arrival of emigrants, while they make the
arrangements necessary for their new homes. It will render all
the assistance which the intormation of its agents can give.—
And, by establishing emigrants in large numbers in the terito-
ries, it will give them the power of using at once those social
influences which radiate from the church, the school, and the
press, in the organization and development of a community.

For these purposes, 1t is recommended, 1st, that the Direc-
tors contract immediately with some one of the competing lines
of travel for the conveyance of 20,000 persons from Massachu-
setts, to that place in the West which the Directors shall select
for their first settlement.

It is believed that passage may be obtined, in so large a con-
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REPORT. ' 7

tract, at half the price paid by individuals. We recommend that
emigrants receive the full advantage of this diminution of price,
and that they be forwarded in companies of two hundred, as
they apply, at these reduced rates of travel.

2. It 1s recommended that at such points as the Directors se-
lect for places of settlement,they shall at once construct a bearding
house or receiving house—in which three hundred persons may
recelve temporary accommodation on their arrival,—and that the
number of such houses be enlarged as necessity may dictate.
The new comers or their families may thus be provided for, in
the necessary interval which elapses while they are making their
selection of a location.

3. It 1s recommended that the Directors procure and send
forward steam saw mills, grist mills, and such other machines as
shall be of constant service 1n a new settlement,—which cannot
however be purchased or carried out conveniently by individual
_ settlers.. These machines may be leased or run by the compa-

ny's agents. At the same time, 1t 1s desirable that a printing
press be sent out, and ‘a weekly newspaper established. This
would be the organ of the company’s agents:—would extend
information regarding its settlement, and be from the very first,
an index of that love of freedom and of good morals, which. it
1S to be hoped may characterize the State now to be formed.

4. 1t is recommended that the Company’s agents locate, and
take up for the Company’s benefit the sections of land in which
the boarding houses and mills are located,—and no others. And
further, that whenever the Territory shall be organized as a Free
State, the Directors shall dispose of all its interests there, re-
place by the sales the money laid out, declare a dividend to the
Stockholders ;—and

5th. That they then select.a new field, and make similar ar-
rangements for the settiement and organization of another Free
State of this Union. '

II. 'With the advantages attained by such a system of effort,
the Territory selected as thc scene of operations, would, it is
believed, at once fill up with free inhabitants. There is reason
to suppose that several thousand men of New England origin
propose to emigrate under the auspices of some such arrange-
ment this very sumner. Of the whole emigration from Kurope,
—amounting to some 400,000 persons, there can be no difficulty
in inducing thirty or forty thousand to take the same direction.
Applications from German agents have already been made to
members of the Company. We have also intimations in corres-
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E REPORT.

pondence from the free States of the West, of a wide spread
desire there among those who know what it 1s to settle a new
country to pass on, if such an ozganization can be made into
that now thrown open. An }Lmlgrant Company of those in-
tendmg to go has been formed in Worcester County, and others
1n other States.

In view of the esta%hshmem by such agencies of a new [ree
State in that magnificent region, it is unnecessary to dwell in
detail on the advantages which this enterprise holds out to the

country at large,

It determines in the nght way the institutions of the unset-
tled Terntoneb, 1n less time than the dlseussmn of them has
required in Congress. It opens to those who are in want in the
Eastern States, a home and a competence, without the suffering
hitherto incident to emigration. For the Company s the pion-
eer,—and provides, before the settler arrives, the eomveniences
which he first requires. Suech a removal of an over-erowded
population, is one of the greatest advantages to Eastern cities.
Again, the enterprise opens commereial advantages to the com-
mercial States, just in proportion to the population which it
creates, of free men who furnish a market to our manufactures
and lmports. Whether the new line of States shall be Free
States or Slave States, 1s_a question deeply interesting to those
who are to provide the manufactures for their consumption. Es-
pecially will it prove an advantage to Massachusetts, if she
create the new State by her foresight—supply the first mecessi-
ties to its inhabitants—and open, in the outset, commmunications
between their homes and her ports and faetories.

In return for these advantages, which the Company’s rapid
and simple effort affords to the emigrant and to the country, its
Stockholders receive that satisfaction, ranked by Lord Bacon
emong the very highest, of becoming founders of States,* and,
more than this,—States which are prosperous and free. They
secure satmfactton by an investment which promises large re-
turns at no distant day.

Under the plan proposed, it will be but twe or three yeam
before the Company can dispose of its property in the territory
first occupled — and reimburse itself for its first expenses. At
that time,— 1n a State of 70,000 imhabitants, 1t will possess
several reservations of 640 acres each, — on whleh its boarding
houses and mills stand, — and the churches and school-houses

¥ See Mr. ﬁverett’s Speech on the Nebraska Bill.
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REPORT. ' 9
which it has rendered necessary. From these centres will the
settlements of the State have radiated. In other words, these
points will then be the large commercial positions of the new
State. If there were only one such,~ its value, after the region
should be so far peopled, would make a very large dividend to
the company which sold it, besides restoring its original capital,
with which to enable it to attempt the same adventure else-
where. |

It 1s to be remembered that all accounts agree that the region
of Kansas is the most desirable part of America now open to the
emigrant. It is accessible in four days continuous travel from
Boston. Its crops are very bountiful,—its soil being well
adapted to the staples of Virginia and Kentucky, and especially
to the growth of hemp. In its eastern section the woodland
and prairie-land intermix in proportions very well adapted for
the purposes of the settler. Its mineral resources, especially
its coal, in the central and Western parts, are inexhaustible. A
steamboat 1s already plying on the Kansas River, and the Ter-
ritory has uninterrupted steamboat communication with New
Orleans, and all the tributaries of the Mississippi river. All the
overland emigration to California and Oregon, by any of the
easler routes, passes of necessity through its limits. Whatever
roads are built westward must begin in its territory. For it is
here that the emigrant leaves the Missouri River. Of late years
the demand for provisions and breadstuffs made by emigrants
proceeding to California, has given to the inhabitants of the
neighboring parts of Missourl a market at as good rates as they
could have found in the Union.

It 1s 1mpossible that such a region chould not fill up rapidly.
The Massachusetts Emigrant Aid Company proposes to give
confidence to settlers, by giving system to emigration. By dis-
pelling the fears that Kansas will be a Slave State,—the Com-
pany will remove the only bar which now hinders its occupa-
tion by free settlers. It 1s to be hoped that similar companies
will be found 1n other Free States. The enterprise. is of that

character, that for those who first enter it, the more competition
the better. |

It 1s recommended that the first settlement made by the Di-
rectors, shall receive the name of that city in this Common-
wealth which shall have subscribed most liberally to the capital
stock of the Company, in proportion to its last decennial valua-

tion ; and that the second settlement be named from the city
next 1n order so subscribing.

SA




10 REPORT.

It is recommended that a meeting of the Stockholders be call-
ed on the first Wednesday 1n Junc, to organize the Company fot
one year ; and that the corporators, at this time, make a tempor-
ary organization, with power to obtain subscriptions to the stock

and make any necessary preliminary arrangements.
ELI THAYER,
For the Commattee.
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NEBRASKA AND KANSAS.

BY ONE WIIJ HAS BEEN THERE.

M i qu P T, e T £ TR S e T T T Rl it

The following letters; descripti?a of some portions of the ter-
ritories of Nebraska and Kansas, copied from the Worcester

Spy, are said to be from the pen of Dr. CrHARLES RoBINSON,
of Fitchburg, who visited those territories in 1849,

NUMBER 1.

In the Spy, some -time since, I neticed a call, anenymously
signed, for a meeting of persons 1nterested in the settlement of
the proposed new territories of Kansas and Nebraska, to be held
at the City Hall in Worcester. Iaving spent several weeks on
the eastern border of those territories as well as having passed
through their entire length in 1849, and believing them to be
tne very garden of the world, for situation and fertility of soil,
as well as for loveliness ef climate and scenery, I am deeply in-
terested for their future cendition; and, as I am often ques-
tioned upon the subject, I propose to pen a brief, general
description ef the country for your columns.

The situation of this territory, as all are aware, is in. the very
heart of the country, 1t being about 2000 miles from its eastern
boundary to the Atlantic at~Boston ; and also the same distance
to the Pacific Ocean. It is connected with the finest commercial
emporiums of the West and South, by the Missouri, Mississippi,
and Ohio rivers, and thence to every State, and important city
in the Union, by Steamboat or Railroad communication. ' The
great Pacific Railroad, will undoubtedly pass through this whole
territory, thus opening a more direct route to California, and
Oregon, as well as make one of the links in the great chain of
steam communication that i1s soon to girdle the whole earth.
When this road is built, and a line of Steamships established
between San Irancisco, and China, it will be the great thorough-
fare for the commerce of Europe, and the United States, with
Asia, as well as between the Atlantic and Pacific States. .So
far, then, from being out of the world, as some seem to suppose,

6A




12 NEBRASKA AND KANSAS,

Nebraska is geographically in the centre of the most importarnt
country on the globe, and will soon be so, politically and com-
merczaﬂy, if saved from that curse of all commerce amd poli-
tics, slavery.

The soil of Nebraska, for the most part, is un%mpassed for
richness and depth, by any 1n the world. True, in some parts,
as near thre mountains, and some other places, it is thin and
sandy, but for handreds of miles from the Missouri State line,
not an acre of waste or poor land was to be seen on our route.
The land is gently rolling, thus giving an endless variety to the
scenery, as well as ridding the country of all low marshes,
swamps, and stagnant pools of water, so productive of malaria
and disease. Lest 1t should be thoaght that this is written for
effect at the present time, and, therefore, the representation too
strong, I will quote upon this subject, a line from my journal
written on the spot, in April, 1849, after visiting the Wyandott
tribe of Indians in this territory, as follows: “The land they
occupy is immensely rich and very beautiful. All this region,
both the Indian Eerﬁ'l‘éory and this side of the Kansas river, (m
Missouri,) is superiort o any I ever saw for cultivation, and if it
were occupied by New England society, I would never think of
visiting California.”” The soil is not only rich, but well watered.
Not only are the clouds more prodigal of their treasures than at
Salt Lake Valley, and in California, during the saummer season,
but streams of pure water are to be found, at short intervals, in
every&ireetion. These streams are almost mvariably skirted
with timber, in the eastern portion of the territory, and ecan
afford water power in abundance, for every kind of manufactures.

Of the climate, scenery, &c. &c., I may say something here-
after, as well as giye some quotations from my journal, kept
while travelling through the territory in question, should yowu
think this worth publishing.

s e et S T A T

NUMBER 2.

Agreeably to my promise, I will say a word of the elimate,
scenery, &c., of the proposed new territories of Nebraska and
Kansas. This vast tract of country, extending, as it does, as
far south as the southern borders of Virginia and Kentucky, and
as far north as the northern portion of the Canadas, must, of
course, have a variety of climates ; but itis of that portion l*flng
in the latitude of Ohio and southern New York, 1 propose to
speak. In this latitude, the climate is agreeably mild and
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NEBRASKA AND KANSAS. ' 18

healthy, not subject to extremes, either of heat or eold. In
summer, although the thermometer may stand at eighty or a
hundred degrees, the heat is not oppressive, owing to a gentle
breeze, that rises in the early part of the day, aud continues till
late in the afternoon. This breeze 1s nearly as regular in 1ts
appearance as are the trade winds on the Pacific coast, and is as
pure and healthful ; hence, whatever damps, fogs, or noxious
gases, of any kind, may have been generated during the night,
they are early displaced by the wholesome air from the distant
snow-capped mountains. It is, doubtless, owing to this free
circulation of the air, that the cholera,—which proves so fatal in
the heavy wooded bottoms of the Mississippi and Missouri
rivers, whenever that disease visits this countiry—seldom or
never seeks its victims In the open prairies of this territory.
Such was the case in 1849, and also in 1835, according to the
testimony of a missionary at Council Bluffs, in that year. The
ciimate of Nebraska varies, not only in the different latitudes,
but also in the different altitudes. While on its eastern borders
no frost ean be found, and the grass is from three to nine inches
in height the first of May, on its western, near the ‘““South Pass”
of the Rocky Mountains, ice in abundance may be found in the
middle of June, and on the mountain tops are perpetual snows.

The scenery of this territory 1s as varied as the,climate. The
monotonous level of the river bottoms, the beautiful rolling
prairies, the picturesque bluffs of the Platte, the grand and
stately piles of granite on the sweet Water, and the sublime
heights of the Rocky Mountains, afford sufficient variety to feast
a lover of Nature a lifetime. There is probably no other
country, of the same extent, that contains so much variety and
beauty of scenery as this, neither is tliere any country that has
scenery like 1t in many of its characteristics. The scenery of
the Platte, in the vicinity of Scott’s Bluffs, stands nnrivalled,
and unapproached, even 1n the picturesque. 1t is not only sui
generis, unhke every other in character, but surpassingly beau-
tiful. Rev. Samuel Parker, in describing the bluffs on the
Platte, says: *¢ Many of them are very high, with perpendicu-
lar sides, and in every imaginable form. Some appeared like
strong fortifications, with high citadels ; some like stately edifices,
with lofty towers ; I had never before seen anything like them
of clay formation. And what adds to their beauty is, that the
clay of which they are composed is nearly white. Such is the
smoothness, and regularity, and whiteness of the perpendicular
sides and offsets, and such the regularity of their straight and
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11 NEBRASKA AND KANSAS.

curved lines, that one can hardly believe that they are not the
work of art.”’

This is but a very imperfect outline of the background of the
picture that extends for miles, while the Platte, with its wide
and rich bottom, constitutes the foreground. But, though the
lovers of nature and the beautiful, while Time shall last, will
bow 1n adoration at this shrine, and the curious and fashionable
shall make 1t their resort, yet, few of the emigrants of this gen-
eration will make 1t their home. The scenery that most attracts
such men 1s found nearer, in the eastern portion of this territory,
where the deep virgin soil of the rolling prairie invites the

plough and spade. "T'o give some 1dea of this scenery, I will
gquote my impressions, as they were pencilled, while travelling
through the territory, south of the Kansas river.

May Ilth. Our course, to-day, has been over the rolling
prairie, and we passed. a,long without difficulty. The prairie
seems to be an endless succession of rolls, with a smooth, green
surface, dotted all over with most beautiful flowers.. The soil
is of the most rich and fertile character, with no waste land.
The feelings that come over a person, as he first views this im-
mense ocean of land, are indescribable. As far as the eye can
reach, he sees nothing but a beautiful green carpet, save here
and there perhaps a cluster of trees; he hears nothing but the
feathered songsters of the air, and he feels nothing but a solemn
awe in view of this infinite display of creative power.

13th. Turned out this morning at 4 o’clock, to watch the
cattle. Went upon a high roll of land where I had an extensive
and enchanting of this, seemingly, boundless and ever varying
prairie. The sun 1s rising out of this sea of land 1n the east, a
line of timber skirts Cedar Creek to the N. E., also Spoon
Creek to the N. W., while still further on, in the same direction,
1s seen a thick fog, ma,rking the course of the Kansas river. All
is still save the grazing of the cattle, and the concert of birds,
which 1s composed of a great variety of songsters. The cooing
of the praule hens, heard in every direction, constitutes the base ;
the loud cawing of the crows, the tenor; ‘the fine sweet voices
of the ground and small birds, the treble; and a noise as of dis-
tant wild geese, the alto.

23rd. Passed a beautiful little creek of pure, cold water,
about 12 M., where we found a newly made grave. Ascended
a high bluff near the creek, where I had a most deiightful view of
the country to a great distance. I was reminded of the view of
the Connecticut River Valley from Mt. Holyoke. There 1s this
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Uifference, however: while one is circumseribed by hills and
forests, the other is illimitable in extent, and stretches from the
rising to the setting sun; and while one is striped and checked
with cornfields and meadows like a carpet, the other 1s capable
of being checked as numeronsly with States and nations.

At some distance north of our route, Mr. Parker describes
the country as follows: |

““ For about twenty-five miles since we crossed the Elkhorn,
and between this river and the Platte, which are about ten miles
apart, there is not a single hill. Itis rich bottom land, covered
with a luxuriant growth of grass. No country could be more
inviting to the farmer, with only one exception—the want ot
woodland. The latitude is sufficiently high to be healthy ; and
as the climate grows warmer as we travel west, until we ap-
proach the snow-topped mountains, there 18 a degree of mildness
not experienced east of the Alleghany mountains. The time
will come, and probably is not far distant, when this country
will be covered with a dense population * % % TThen
this amazing extent of most fertile land will not continue to be
the wandering ground of a few thousand Indians, with only a
very few acres under cultivation ; nor will millions of tons of
grass grow up to rot upon the ground, or to be burned up with
the fire enkindled to sweep over the prairie, to disincumber 1t
of its spontaneous burden. The herds of buffalo that once fat-
tened upon these meadows are gone, and the deer that once
cropped the grass have disappeared, and the anteloqges have fled
away, and shall solitude reign here till the end of time? No;
here shall be heard the din of business, and the church-going
bell shall sound far and wide. The question is, by whom shall
this region of country be inhabited ? It 1s plain that the
Indians, under their present circumstances, will never multiply
and fill this land. They must be brought under the influence of
civilization and Christianity, or they will continue to melt away,
until nothing will remain of them but relics found in museums,
and some historical records.”

This was written in 1835, and Mr. Parker’s predictions seem
about to be fulfilled, and this garden of Eden 1s about to be re-
occupied by the descendants of Adam ; and God grant that they

may remember that all the nations that dwell upon all the face
of the earth are made of ene blood.

NUMBER 3.
I propose in this letter to show why, in my judgment, the ter-
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16 NEBRASKA AND KANSAS.

ritories of Nebraska and Kansas offer greater inducements to
the emigrant than most, if not all other localities in the West.
There 1s, however, one objection to some parts of this territory,
and that 18 a scarcity of wood. The fires that annually sweep
over the prairies prevent the growth of timber, except along the
river courses, where the grass does not beconie sufficiently dry
to burn readily. But this objection does not apply with much
force, so far as the present is concerned, for in many placesthere
is a sufficiency for at least one generation of settlers, and ample,
provision can be made for the future, by planting forests, and
protecting them from fires. DBesides, coal has been known to
exist In this region for a long time, as well as in Missouri,
where Hinton says it 1s found in “immense strata.”” With beds
of coal within and around 1it, Nebraska can afford to have its
soil devoted to wheat fields and pastures, since 1t i1s to become
a part of the great granary of the world.

One advantage Nebraska has over other places in the West,
in addition to those before named, is its market. The best
market for the West i1s California. That State, while the mines
continue, which will be at least a century, will depend chiefly,
for articles of consumption, upon its neighbors ; for, unless flour
should bring from fifteen to twenty dollars a barrel, it will not
pay to raise 1t, where wages are from three to five dollars a day.
As soon as the Pacific Railroad 18 completed, California will bc
almost wholly supplied with breadstuffs from the Western

States and Territories this side of the Rocky Mountains; and,

as this territory 1s nearer than any other grain-growing territory
or State, of course 1t will have the advantage accordingly.—
When we take into consideration what the population of Cali-
fornia i1s soon to be—that San Francisco is soon to be one of the
great centres of commerce, and contain a population exceeding
that of the whole State at present, some just estimate of its
value as a market may be made. It 1s well known that the
shipping of flour from the Atlantic cities to California 1s a losing
business generaliy ; in the first place, because of the great dis-
tance, and consequent high freights; and, in the second, because
probably one-half of all that is thus sent gets damaged, hence
all purchasers are suspicious of American flour, and 1t must be
sold, the best of it, below the market price of good flour. Con-
sequently, Chili can afford to raise wheat to supply this market,
although paying a tariff of twenty per cent., I think, ad valorem.
Nebraska soil ¢an raise as much wheat to the acre as that

of Chili, or any other country, and when the railroad shall
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be built, the freight to San Francisco will be aslow ; and, with
the dlsadvantage of the twenty per cent. duty, Ch1l1 wﬂl be
driven from the market, leaving the Nebraska farmer far ahead
of all coinnetitors. Even at the present time, the market for
flour, on the borders of this territory, is equal to almost any in
the West, on account of the annual emigration to California,
across the country ; and when the ground is broken on the Pa-
cific Railroad, and thousands of workmen are scattered along its
course, it Wil Be still better. In 1849, flour at Salt Lake Val-
ley was twenty cents a pound, and other things in proportion
and, although this was probably an unusual price, yet there is no
fear for a warnt of a market, so long as the emigration continues.
Beside the Missouri river, and the railroad across that State,
afford ready access to St. Louis, Cincinnati, New Orleans, &c.,
for any excess over the demand at home.

Also, for stock ralsing, what State or country can cempete
with Nebraska ? There is no limit to the pasturage, and every
man may keep his thousands of cattle, without encroaching up-
on his neighbor. Cattle, in the more Southern portion of the
territory, will winter themselves in the open prairie, and fatten
themselves during the summer. The market for live stock is
better even than for grain, as thousands every vear, are driven
from the Western States, by the over-land route to California,
where I am informed by a gentleman who returned from that
State in December last,oxen bring from $200 to $400, a yoke, and
other cattle in proportion. The wild cattle of Northern California
having been nearly all slaughtered, the States east of the Rocky
Mountains are relied upon, chiefly, to supply the markets of that
State ; hence there 1s and will be a better market in Nebraska and
Kansas, for all kinds of cattle, than in Ohio or any other West-
ern State.

Another reason why this territory is the most desirable for
emigrants 1s that the land is not, like much of the valuable land
of the West, in the hands of speculators. While in the States,
the settler must take an undescribable location, and far removed
from any settlement, or pay an exorbitant price for his land, i
Nebraska the most desirable situations can be had at the Gov-
ernment price. No sooner 1s a settlement made in the vicinity
of this territory, than that the land is worth from ten to fifty
dollars an acre, and, of course, if not taken by the actual set-
tlers, 1t 1s by speculatorb and hence the desirableness of emi-
grants going in companies, or under the auspices of a company
i order that land may be secured in a settlement, at the first cost
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NUMBER 4.

As I am frequently questioned about the inhabitants and set-
tlements on the Western border of Missouri, and about the In-
dians 1n the Kansas and Nebraska territory, I will say a word
in reference to them. As 1 shall write chiefly of such men and
things as came under my own observation, it will be, for the most
part, merely a transcript of my journal.

ApPRriL 10, 1854.—Arrived at Kansas, on the Missouri river,
at 1ts junction with the Kansas River, where we take up our
abode for the present. We take our meals, (about forty of us,)
at a log hotel, for two dollars a week per head, and sleep in a
storage building, finding our own beds. Ouar fare is chiefly
bacon, or smoked pork-—sides and all—bread and molasses, and
eggs, with occasionally a taste of fresh beef. There are better
hotels in the place, but this i1s near the landing, and the ware-
house where our “plunder,” as the Missourians call our bag-
gage, 1s stored, and hence we patronize it. Kansas i1s a small
town, adjoining the Indian, (Kansas,) territory, built upon roll-
ing land, containing about eight hundred inhabitants. The
houses are builg, some of logs, some of brick, and some of framed
timber and boards. 1t contains three hotels—one to represent
each class of houses—those of logs, brick, and timber, and sev-
eral stores, besides six or eight doctors, and a school house, used
on Sundays for a church.

Soon after landing, I rode, with some of the company, to
Independence, thirteen miles, for letters. The road was through
a most delightful country, with a rich, deep, and fertile soil. The
surface 1s gently rolling, covered with oak, black walnut, white,
and cotton wood timber. As we rode through the woods it
seemed like an extensive grove, as there are but few under-
brush, or low limbs, upon the trees, and the traveller can see
quite a distance in all directions. The roads are self~madse, and
are never repaired. If they become bad in any place, or a tree
falls across them, the remedy 1s to strike out a new path among
the trees, without expense to-town or county. On the road to
Independence are many farms under cultivation, and the owners

appear 1o be 1n easy and prosperous eircumstances.

Independence, about six miles from the Missouri River, and
‘twelve miles from the Indian territory, in a direct line, i1s the
shire town of Jackson County, Mo., and contains a court house,
some large and elegant hotels, numerous stores, and perhaps two
thousand inhabitants. As we pass the court house, the shernff
comes to the door and calls out, at the top of his voice, three
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times, for somebody ‘‘to come into court.” About one thou-
sand emigrants are encamped at this place, preparing for their
journey ‘‘across the plains.”” Mules and oxen, for teams, may
be had here, the first for fifty or seventy-five dollars each, and
the last at the same for a pair.

Arrin 12. Last night we were saluted by the yells of four
Indians, from Wyandott city, over the line. They were on a
spree, and made night hideous with their shouts. There was
one female among them, and all were drunk. 7They prostitute
their squaws for whiskey, when they cannot get 1t without. It
i1s against the law for any white man to sell them liquor, hence
what they obtain they get privately. The agent of the govern-
ment, residing among the Wyandotts, and others, 1s a physician
from Ohio, and came up on the boat with us, and I have had

frequent conversation with him about the Indians, the country,
&zoi, NG,

13th.—To-day 1s rainy, and no work has been done by the
company. Had a long talk with Dr.———, the Indian agent,
upon slavery, politics, &c. He said the abolitionists had made
bad work with the missions among the Indians, as some of the
church members were slave holders. He thinks the North
ought not to agitate the question, and felt very sensitive upon
the subject. He said he had sent away one missionary because
he was an abolitionist, and the missionary had gone to Washing-

ton to try to get him removed from his agency, but he had no
fears of the result.

SuNDAY, 16th. Visited Wyandott city, the residence of the
Wyandott Indians, and attended their church. The missionary
was not at home, and we had the pleasure of having a {alk from
two of the natives, in their own language. - The meeting was
very orderly, and conducted with more propriety than they
usually are in N. K&, There was not a whisper or smile during
the whole service. 'The speakers seemed very much engaged,
and the hearers interested. "The meeting house 1s situated in
the forest, with no other building near, and seems just the place
in which the Child of-Nature should worship Nature’s God.
The house 1s of brick, and will seat upon benches three or four
hundred persons. 'The seats are made of logs, split and hewn

1n a rough manner, supported by legs of round sticks. The

congregation numbered about fifty persons, of all ages. The
women wore dresses like Americans, with kerchiefs about their
heads. The nation numbers about eight hundred persons, of all
colors, from jet black to the delicate pale face. They came from
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Ohio, and live by cultivating the soil. Like the Americans,
they have all classes, from the strictly temperate and virtuous,
to the most degraded wretches on earth. The land they occupy
is immensely rich, &c.

In my next letter, this subject will be continued.

NUMBER 5.

Kaxnsas, Mo., Aprir, 17, 1849.—Owur landlord, at the Kan-
sas House, has been drunk several days, and the company are
dissatisfied with their board. A meeting of the company was
held this morning, when it was voted that each member be al-
lowed two dollars a week, and secure his own board. After the
meeting, I started into the woods, to seek a boarding place more
congeénial to my feelings and Zaste. Three miles from Kansas,
I came to a farmhouse, where 1 engaged board for myself and
ten members of our company, at $1,50 per week. Our new
landlord, Mr. H., and his wife, are very agreeable, and the ac-
commodations good. The situation is very pleasant, being a
clearing In the woods, of about fifty acres of land, most of
which is under cultivation. The house is two stories, with an
L. and slave apartment attached. The barn is not larger than a
common New England corn barn, and is used for a granary, and
to shelter the horses only, the cattle being obliged to take care of
themselves, with the help of a little corn fodder, and the like,
which they must eat in the open air. The young stock, and
such as are not wanted for labor, or the dairy, are driven a few
miles out to the prairie, and left to obtain their own subsistence.

Mr. H. has four slaves, three females and one male. He 1s
apparently a kind master, and has but little trouble with them.
The young slaves appear to enjoy themselves pretty well, and to
be ignorant of their condition; but the older wear a sad expres-
sion upon their countenances, and cast an imploring look upon
strangers, as much as to say, ‘“Kind sir, is my case hopeless ?”’
They appear as though they were conscious that there was an
impassable gulf fixed between them and the rest of the world.

18th.—Amused myself this evening by noting down some of
the provincialisms of the Western people. Mr. H. had friends

* with him from Kentucky, and the following are some of the re-
marks : ‘“We had a right smart chance of sledding last win-
ter.”” ‘A powerful pretty piece of land.” ‘Looked like it
was a heap good flour.”” ¢ A heap of springs were. dry last
summer.””  ‘““I'here was a heap of wind last night.”” * A right
smart horse.”” ‘I had saw the big ox of Kentucky before I seed
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the one in Ohio.” I knowed him well.”” ¢l toted my plun-
der (baggage) to the boat.” ¢ A right smart sprinkling of
bears.”” I got shet of him.” *“‘He is powerful weak to-day.”
““A mighty little calf.” .
19th.—Visited Wesport, four miles south of Kansas, and near
the line of the territory. This is a small, but enterprising town,

with about five hundred inhabitants, to appearance. Here are

saddlers, blacksmiths, and other mechanics, with nearly every-
thing needed for an outfit to California. Business is very brisk,

on account of the great number of emigrants fitting out here.
Our company complete their purchases here, excepting their

flour, which they will get at the Baptist Mission, four miles far-
ther on our route, in the Indian Territory.

In the evening, two of our company amused themselves by
singing a few pieces from the N. E. Glee Book, which quite as-
tonished the natives, who said they had not heard such good
singing before, and thought the singers would do better to give
concerts than to go to California. After this our singers were

in great demand, particularly when our host had company.

Soon after our company left boarding at the Kansas House,
the cholera, which had accompanied us up the river, made its
appearance in Kansas, and one night, ten persons in the village
died. The next day the wind, which the day before blew up
the river, changed and came from the north-west, and no cases
of cholera occurred ; but the day following there was anoiher
change in the direction of the wind, and several persons were
attacked. During the prevalence of this disease on the Missou-

11 River bottom, the emigrants removed their encampments to

the open lands, where it did not follow them. Our physician
was 1n great demand, as he was more successful 1n this disease
than the resident physicians, and by a request of ithe people, he
met the physicians of the place, and gave them his course of
treatment. “When the company were about to leave, he was
urgently requested to remain, and was promised his board and
the keeping of his horse for a year, gratis, and all the business
he could:do, 1if he would stay. Notwithstanding some of the
Southern and Western people affect to look upon the New Eng-
landers, as a set of bigoted laborers, they are very ready to ac-
cept of their services and skill, when danger threatens them,
and, 1n fact, the Yankees who settle among them, in spite of all
prejudice that some may feel, are the most enterprising and suc-
cesstul men to be found in the community.

On the tenth of May, our company had everything in readi-
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ness for the journey, except the flour, which we obtained at
the mill of the Baptist Mission. The trading at this Mission
was done by the missionary, who seemed as capable of looking
after the temporal interests of his flock as the spiritual. He
wished to learn how to treat the cholera, should it appear in his
fold, and, in exchange for the information received from our
physician, gave us some recipes for curing the fever and aguc,
which he professed to be able to treat with success. We re-
ceived a very favorable account of the Indians among whom he
labored, and everything indicated comfort, contentment, and
general prosperity. Not far distant from this station 1s a large
brick building, which I did not visit, said to be a flouring mill,
belonging to the Methodist Mission. The country about here
is exceedingly beautiful, and the land would have long since
been taken up by white settlers, if allowed by the Government.

NUMBER 6.

Ninety-three miles, by our reckoning, from Wesport, the last
town in Missouri, is the upper crossing of the Kansas River,
where is a ferry kept by half-breed Indians. There 1s another
crossing lower down the river, (twelve miles, I think,) where
there are also ferry boats. At the upper crossing, near the riv-
er, is the Pottawatomie trading post and village, and two or
three stores. The business at the ferry, and.at the stores, was
transacted by half-breeds, some of whom could talk English very
well. The village 1s very pleasantly situated, and presented a
neat and inviting appearance. A few graves near by were guard-
ed by a railing, and within the enclosure was a cross, the fruits,
doubtlesss, of the Catholic Mission eight miles distant. Several
Indians from the village, visited our camp for the purpose of
obtaining whiskey, and swapping horses. Aboutthe only words
they could speak, of Knglish, were, whisk, for whiskey, and
swap ; but these, with their gestures, were sufficient to enable
them to make known their wants. Our wagons were taken up-
on the ferry-boats by hand, and the oxen crossed about a mile
above by fording. The current was quite swift, and the water,
in some places, deep. The river bottom, at this place, 1s heavi-
ly wooded on either side, and the soil; as usual, very rich.

Eight miles farther on is the Catholic Mission, which 1s less
inviting in its appearance. The place contains about a half a
dozen log houses, but no store or mechanic’s shop, of any kind.
The Indians are supported chiefly by the annuity they receive
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from the government, and appear to be a shiftless and thriftless
vace of beings. There was about being erected, at this place,
a large church, the timber for which was already on the site, 1
had an interview with the Priest, who 1s an agreeable person,
and gave us much information about his charge, and the Indians
generally. The Chief of the Pottawatomies, whom I met here,
15 a half-breed, and quite intelligent, speaking English readily.
- This tribe and the Pawnees are at variance, and the Pottawato-
miss were about raising an army to drive the Pawnees from their
vicinity. The Chief said, a year ago, in 1848, the Pottawato-
mies attempted to form a treaty of peace with the Pawnees,
which the latter would consent to on condition that they would
use their influence to effect a like treaty between them (the Paw-
nees and the Kickapoos.) This was agreed to, and the warriors
of the Kickapoos, Kaws, and Soux were assembled, and march-
“ed with the Pottawatomies to the residence of the Pawnee Chief,
shook hands, and changed position with him, as is their custom
when they wish to signify perfect friendship. If peace is doubt-
ful, they advance, salute each other, and then withdraw to their
own party. After the salutation of the Chiefs, the Pawnee
warriors advanced to greet the warriors of the different nations,
till they came to a Kaw whose father had been killed when at-
tempting to make peace with the Pawnees. He said he could
nol make peace with them that day, and immediately commenced
firtng upon them, when all rushed to arms, except the Pottawa-
tonues, who retreated at a slow pace, without firing, it being
contrary to custom to run or fire a gun when on a mission of
peacce. - But after the Pawnees had pursued and fired upon them
for the distance of a half a mile, they then turned upon them
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