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REPORT. ' 9
which 1t has rendered necessary. From these centres will the
settlements of the State have radiated. In other words, these
points will then be the large commercial positions of the new
State. If there were only one such,~ its value, after the region
should be so far peopled, would make a very large dividend to
the company which sold it, besides restoring its original capital,
with which to enable it to attempt the same adventure else-
where. |

It 1s to be remembered that all accounts agree that the region
of Kansas is the most desirable part of America now open to the
emigrant. It is accessible in four days continuous travel from
Boston. Its crops are very bountiful,—its soil being well
adapted to the staples of Virginia and Kentucky, and especially
to the growth of hemp. In its eastern section the woodland
and prairie-land intermix in proportions very well adapted for
the purposes of the settler. Its mineral resources, especially
its coal, in the central and Western parts, are inexhaustible. A
steamboat 1s already plying on the Kansas River, and the Ter-
ritory has uninterrupted steamboat communication with New
Orleans, and all the tributaries of the Mississippi river. All the
overland emigration to California and Oregon, by any of the
easler routes, passes of necessity through its limits, Whatever
roads are built westward must begin in its territory. For it is
here that the emigrant leaves the Missouri River. Of late years
the demand for provisions and breadstuffs made by emigrants
proceeding to California, has given to the inhabitants of the
neighboring parts of Missourl a market at as good rates as they
could have found in the Union.

It 1s 1impossible that such a region chould not fill up rapidly.
The Massachusetts Emigrant Aid Company proposes to give
confidence to settlers, by giving system to emigration. By dis-
pelling the fears that Kansas will be a Slave State,—the Com-
pany will remove the only bar which now hinders its occupa-
tion by free settlers. It 1s to be hoped that similar companies
will be found in other Free States. The enterprise. is of that

character, that for those who first enter it, the more competition
the better. |

It 1s recommended that the first settlement made by the Di-
rectors, shall receive the name of that city in this Common-
wealth which shall have subscribed most liberally to the capital
stock of the Company, in proportion to its last decennial valua-

tion ; and that the second settlement be named from the city
next in order so subscribing.
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