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vided, That justices of the peace shall not have jurisdiction of

any matter in controversy when the title or boundaries may be

in dispute, or where the debt or sum claimed shall exceed one
hundred dollars; and the said supreme and district courts, re-
spectively, shall possess chancery as well as common law juris-
fiiction. BEach district court, or the judge thereof, shall appoint
its clerk, who shall also be the register in chancery, and shall
keep his office at the place where the court may be held. Writs
of error, bills of exception, and appeals, shall be allowed in'all
cases from the final decision of said district courts to the su-
preme court, under such regulations as may be prescribed by
law ; but in no case removed to the supreme court shall trial by

jury be allowed in said court. The supreme court, or the justi-

ces thereof, shall appoint its own clerk, and every clerk shall
hold his office at the pleasure of the court for which he shall
have been appointed. Writs of error, and appeals from the fi-
nal decision of said supreme court, shall be allowed, and may
be taken to the Supreme court of the United States, in the same
manner and under the same regulations as from the circuit courts
of the United States, where the value of the property, or the
amount in controversy, to be ascertained by the oath or affir-
mation of either party, or other competent witness, shall exceed
one thousand dollars; except only thatin all cases involving title
to slaves, the said writs of error-or appeals shall be allowed and
decided by the said supreme court, without regard to the value
of the matter, property, or title in controversy, and except also
that a writ of error or appeal shall also be allowed to the Su-
preme court of the United States, from the decisicn of the said
supreme court created by this act, or of any judge ‘thereof, or of
the district courts created by this act, or of any judge thereof
upon any writ of habeas corpus, involving the question of per-
sonal freedom: Provided, That nothing herein contained shall
be construed to apply to or affect the provisions of the “act
respecting fugitives from justice, and persons escaping from the
service of their masters,” approved February twelfth, seventeen
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