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or single man over the age of twenty-ome years, and being a citi-

zen of the United Statea} or having filed his declaration of ia-

tention to become a citizen, as required by the naturalization
laws, who since the first day of “June, A. D., eighteen hundred
and forty, has made or shall kereafter make a settlement in
person on the public lands to which the Indian title had been
at the time of such settiement extinguished, and which has
heen or shall have been surveyed prior thereto, and who shall

inhabit and improve the same, and who has or shall erect a
dwelling thereon, shall be and 18 hereby authorized to enter
with the register of the land office for the district, in which such

land may be, by legal subdivisions, any number of acres not

exceeding one hundred and sixty, or a quarter section of land,
to include the residence ol such claimant upon paying to the
United States the minimum price of such land, subject however

the following hmitations and exceptions: No person shall be
entitled to more than one pre-emptive right by virtue of this
act; no person who 1s the proprietor of three hundred and
twenty acres of land in any State or Territory of the United
States, and no person who shall quit or abandon his residence
on his own land to reside on the public land in the same State
or Territory, shall acquire any right of pre-emption under™this
act. _

oo, 11, And be @ further enacted, That when two or more
persons shall have settled on the same quarter section of land,
the right of pre-emption shall ke in him or her who made the
first settlement, pmwdeu such persons shall conform to the oth-
er provisions of this act : and all questions as to the right of pre-
emption arising between different settlers, shall be settled by
the register and receiver of the district within which the land

uatﬁd? subject to an appeal to and a reversion by the Secre-
m&y of the Treasury of the United States.

See. 12, And be it further enacted, That prior to any entries
» made under and by virtue of the provisions of this act,
p}.oo‘f of the settlement and improvement thereby auquuea
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