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RESOLUTIONS

THE LEGISLATURE OF MAINE,

RFLATIVE TO

The extension of slavery, to slavery wn the Territory of Kansas, to the
admission of Kansas wnto the Union as a State, and secret oath-bound
political assocrations.

May 19, 1856.—Read, ordered to lie on the table, and be printed.

STATE OF MAINE.

RESOLVES relating to the extension of slavery, the Territory of Kansas, and secret politi-
cal associations.

fiesolved, That, in the judgment of this legislature, the settled con-
victions of the people of Maine are adverse to the extension of slavery
over the Territories of the United States ; but that the ‘“‘resolves re-
lating to slavery,”” approved March seventeenth, eighteen hundred
and ﬁfty -five, set forth doctrines which are not fa.;ltmfa,('tory to the
people of this State, and are calculated to increase sectional agitation
without accomplishing any good result, and to place the State in an
attitude of apparent 1)0 tlhtv to the Union and the Constitution.

Resolved, That the people of Kansas Territory, under the Constitu-

tion of 1}*e United States and the provisions of the Nebraska-Kansas

act, the true intent and meaning of which, by its very terms, are de-

clared to be ““to leave the peomle thereof perfuctlv free to form and
regulate their domestic institutions in their own way, subject only to
the Constitution,”” are entitled to protection .against interference from
any quarter, intended to thwart or prevent the actual settlers in said
Territory from the full and complete exercise of the right of sufirage
and the enjoyment of all civil and political rights and privileges inci-
dent to their position, and necessary to secure the just regulation of
their domestic institutions.

Resolved, That the Territory of Kansas should be admitted as a
State into the Union, whenever it shall have a sufficient population,
and the people thereof have adopted a constitution republican 1n 1ts
character, and have conformed to the usages which have heretofore
been considered necessary and proper in similar cases.

Resolved, That secret oath-bound political associations are hostile
to a repubhcan form of government ; destroy the rights of the mino-



