OTTAWA INDIAN
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from the encroachments of whites the}/
were concentrated. This measure is
known to be absolutely necessary. Yet |
it was called a terribly wicked thing.

But governments cannot move much
faster than the people. Where, as

with us, *“ The People” s the OOVGIH- *

lead. Leformb come
from the masses. Meantimeour chris-
tian philanthropists have been busy,
a fraction in laboring for the freedom
of the slave, a much larger fraction in |

ment, m cannot

laboring for the salvation of for-
ign heathen. (rod has blessed both
efforts. DBut does he not require an

effort at our hands for the many

thousand Indians  yet  retaining
their tribal rclamona in the United
States ¢

Is 1t not the duty of the people to
seek information, when such i@norance
prevaills that tht, Mis Jﬁlonaw meeting
of a large and flourishing denomina-
tion gravely listens without correction
to a speech on Indian Missions, where-
in they are told that Indians rarely or
never ¢ laugh,”” and for this and other
cogent reasons, 1t 1s 1nferred that In-
dians are hopeless subjects of Grace?

But this subject cannot be argued
in the limits of a pamphlet and must
be dropped. 'The Indian Bureau, the
Interior Dep&rtmem and U. S. Sena-
tors are seriously studying this ques-
filon as Statesmen and economists.
Ought not the people to Uuu} 1t as
Christians and philanthropists?

Rev. Mr. Meeker did not wait for
Indians to come to him. He went to
them, He ate their food and taught
them how to cook better. He hulped
them pluck their corn, and show-
ed them how to 1iaigse more,
along with this, he told them of Jesus.
He labored thus one year, and had
one convert. In two years he had
two counverts. When he died there
were thirty faithful membersin the
Church. O ‘i"heh nad  before gone
home. He had a small g;ummﬂ press,
(the first in _Efu’im} and he transla-
ted and pmu‘c d wim his own hands, a
pummﬁ of the N im‘mmem and
small book of ] 13"’?&1?1;&
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follow him.” The Church now num-
bers more than sixty exemplary mem-
bers. Every f11n113 i the band has
a comfortable log house and farms
from  five to tut} acres, cultivated
ground. A few years after Mr. ﬂieu
 ker went among the Ottawas, J, T
' Jones, a half- breed, educated at Hamn
; 1lton, N. Y., and his wife, a white la-
- dy from qune who came out as a
 Missionary, went among the Ottawas.
 having previously | labored among the
' Pottawatomies. ;
MI Jomes has never been ordained.
but since the death of their Mission-
ary, he has faithfully ministered to the
Church,and to him and his wife may be
iIn a or eat degree ascribed the contin-
ual improvement among the Ottawas.
But it should be: said that these
Indiang have had httle annuity to

atiract speculaters. They have only
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receilved ten iﬁm I'S tu‘.::ﬂ per annum.
This has been a benefi bi Ey DTO-

-

tecting them from Lfﬂ(* Jetr m’f attentions
of their white brothers. 2d. By oblig-
ing them to Wm% for a living. ;

”&mouw whites, does the '*w ea
rich men_ often descend in t] he family
beyond the third generation ! Would
not a ﬂememai mmmh? chhzw to a
thousand families in lf‘w eW wimﬁ
ruin the whole stock in a half {*ﬂntuw ?
Will the American pmpw expect the
Indian race to mxpmve under a sys-
tem which would confessedly ruin onr
most industrious population ?
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18 about eleven miles square con
tains some 70,000 acres, and ‘is situa-
ted In the centre of Franklin county,
' which isin the second tier of counties
south of the Kansas river, and one
tiej west of the Missouri river and the
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State of Missouri. Its surface is in
Ffﬂ“ main, gently rolling, with a fair
| ]rr*opf}iﬁm“: of level bottom hmﬂa_ and
| some that 1s hilly. It is nearly all

classed first rate quality ‘W h@ (ov-
| ernment surveyors. E. Wolcott, Hsq..
' who has surveyed, within two ~.,ﬁ*w”;
| the Kaw or Kansas ?;glwiw the Sac
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‘“ His labors do |
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and Fox Reserve, and
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