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A RIDE THROUGH KANZAS. , V9

He thinks he has plenary power, commits the most despotic acts with-
out apparently understanding what he does, sets aside the Territorial
laws at pleasure, and the United States laws, and all other laws, and yet
cannot be made to see that he does so. He puts Pro-Slavery militia
over Free State men, and is organizing bodies of.Free State men to keep
down Pro-Slavery men, and all without law or precedent. So far, he
has only arrested Free State men; but I shall not be at all surprised if
he arrests others.  Still, the Free State men cannot consistently make
complaints under the Territorial laws, and they do not; and as they
keep aloof from him, ‘and are learning to despise him, he is almost
wholly under the influence of the other party.

What can be expected from a man who proclaims in presence of a
dozen people, as I heard him, in the most grandiloquent manner, * Gen-
tlemen, rely upon it that I watech over you always; my information
extends everywhere; my spies are everywhere; I shall spend $10,000,
if necessary, in obtaining information; two men cannot talk together in
the streets of Kanzas without my knowing the subject of their machina-
tions; in fact, a man can scarcely ¢hink, without my knowing the sub-
ject of his thoughts.”” Yet these are almost his precise words, not in
private conversation, but delivered ‘in an almost public manner, and

written down by me directly after.
I give this deseription of the new Governor of Kanzag, because there

is no public man in the United States whose blunders or errors may be
more destructive. Of his private life I have nothing to say, and indeed
know nothing; but he has undertaken a position so inconsistent and
difficult that the wisest man could not fill it; and he 1s a great way from
being the wisest.

As to Redpath’s case it was soon dismissed, but not till his keen wit
had had ample play upon the loity Governor, who did not for some time
discover whom he had to deal with ; and when they finally parted, Red-
path assured the Governor that he need not apologise for his treatment
of him, and if their positions were ever reversed, he would certainly treat
him with the same generosity. It was impossible not to laugh, and his
Excellency bowed us out, looking a little puzzled, and I closed the door,
feeling that pity one entertains for a man not without good intentions,
but who has undertaken a task utterly out of proportion to his calibre.

We came down to Lawrence that night in the Governor’s carriage,
(the real Governor, who by the way made a noble speech to our emi-
grants, the day before, in his own simple way,) and it was through the
most tremendous, sudden storm I was ever out in. It was just after
sunset, and in an instant all was absolute darkness around us, and the
lightning came in such intensity that we could see no more thanwe saw




