12 ANTI-SLAVERY TRACTS.

balls beside it. I never saw but one cannon, before, that looked so de-
testable. That was employed in the same cause, but in Boston instead
of Lecompton.

Even now, the men say that some could escape by killing a few sen-
tinels ; but this they will not do, for a true Kanzas reason — they would
lose their rifles ; whereas, if liberated, Governor Geary assures them
that they shall be restored. I doubt this prospect, however, from the
fact that out of fourteen horses, possessed by different individuals of the
number when captured, only three can now be found ; and a horse ranks
second to a Sharp’s rifle in the affections of a Kanzas man.

All these prisoners are bound over for trial in October, on the charge
of murder in the first degree. You are aware of the brilliant series of
engagements in which the freemen of Kanzas had driven the invaders
from their borders before Governor Geary appeared. In most of these
a few Missourians were killed. In return for this, every Free State man
who is accused by anybody of having taken part in those engagements is
in danger of arrest. The greater part, however, were taken after the bat-
tle at Hickory Point, while of the Pro-Slavery men, who still had the
black flag flying when these were taken, not one was captured.

If each of these prisoners had, in broad daylight, deliberately. mur-
dered a man, they could have been placed in no worse position than they .
are now, for simply defending the liberties of their country under most
fearful provocation.

For instance, in the attack on Osawkee, the Free State men, on enter-
ing the Pro-Slavery fort, found a man chained to the floor, by a heavy
log chain, about eight feet long, which was riveted to his leg. In this
position he had been kept for six weeks, on the charge of stealing a
horse. In all the exasperation produced by this discovery, no man was
killed ; but the Missourians were compelled to perform the labor of de-
taching the chain from the leg. My informant saw it done. JFor this
affair, some of those whom I saw at Lecompton were imprisoned, and
others in this place are hiding from arrest, or working on their farms
with a horse ready saddled for instantaneous escape from any suspicious
visitors.

All these arrests have been made by the United States troops, whom
1t 1s the present policy of the people not to resist. But this patience can-
not last forever; and I only repeat, what I have every day asserted,
when 1 say that the election of Fremont is the only thing that can avert
a bloodier conflict than has ever yet stained this soil. For myself, I
do not believe that even that will do it. "When not a single Pro-Slavery

man 18 arrested, how can men help seeing that the power of the Union
18 sustaining Missouri ?




