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29 ANTI-SLAVERY TRACTS.

Carolina and Virginia rowdies on the boat, finding him alone and un-
armed, had threatened to hang him, and were proceeding to actual vio-
lence, when Governor Cobb, of Alabama, and the captain interfered and
put him, for protection, in a state-room in the ladies’ cabin; and how all
thought he actually owed his life to them. Seeking him out, I found
that it was all true; although the ¢ honor” of Governor Cobb and some
of the rowdies themselves was now pledged for his safety. It appeared
to me, however, that a transfer to our boat and the loan of a revolver
would be a better security; and that night he availed himself of it, there
being fortunately a vacant berth in my state-room. 7The men on our
boat were quite as far gone with whiskey as those on the other, and
made common cause with them ; but these were fewer in number, and
we had three or four very reliable New England men, who kept a good
lookout. And caution was needed, for the excitement rose again as we
lay at Jefferson City over night, and inquiry began to be made as to the
whereabouts of Moore. But Governor Cobb got up a visit to Governor
Price, on the part of the passengers; and then there was a dance in the
other boat; and when, about 104 o’clock, the ringleaders began to whis-
per mischief again, part of their men were asleep and part in a worse
condition, and the noble design fell through and we were undisturbed.
I was glad to have him there, for I could not bear that he should owe
his safety to the protection of a slaveholder.

We reached St. Louis this afternoon, four days and a half from Leav-
enworth, a trip which usually takes less than three. Kanzas and its
perils lie behind, and there is no excitement but elections. Well, one
does feel a little homesick for Kanzas, I can assure you, and at some
future day The Tribune may hear again from its correspondent.

I did not, however, go out as a settler, but simply to see the country
for myself. Yetif I did not livein Massachusetts, 1 would live in Kanzas.

VIII. THE FUTURE.
WorcesTER, Mass., October 20, 1856.

I find that my letters from Kanzas seem incomplete without a final
appendix, in regard to the immediate future of that region. Perhaps
#he observation of a visitor to the Lerritory may have'seen some things
in a different light from that of its residents, or from that of those who
have never been there.

Moreover, I have observed for many years that the more thorough an
Abolitionist any man is, the more correct are his prophecies as to Amer-
ican affairs ; and in this respect, at least, the present writer is pretty well
qualified. I will therefore give the reasons which lead me to think,
contrary to the opinions of many at the Iast, that the present compara-
tive quiet of Kanzas is only the prelude to a severer struggle than any she
has yet seen ; that this struggle will odcur soon after the Presidential
election ; and that it will be almost equally certain to occur, whether
Fremont or Buchanan be elected.

The foundation for these opinions can be made very intelligible.

1. The real question at issue is, not the invasions of Missourians, nor
the blockading of the river, but the enforcing of the bogus laws. The
laws still exist, the Courts are still controlled by Missouri, and this 18
the real root of the difficulty, over which neither Governor Geary nor
any one else (except Congress) has any legitimate control. The essen-
tial trouble, therefore, must either remain unsettled till Congress meets
again, or be settled by force.




