4 AFFAIRS IN KANSAS,

leading men and public papers who have placed themselves in an atti-~
tude of resistance to the laws, as not intended by those who made them
to be carried into execution. Iam now satisfied of the existence of this
secret military organization, and that those engaged 1n 1t have been
secretly supplied with arms and munitions of war, and that 1t 1s the
object and purpose of this organization to resist the laws by force.

The strength of this or G‘amza‘rlon 1s variously estimated at from one

to two thousand, but 1 ha,ve no satisfactory data from which to esti-

mate 1ts real btren{g‘thj and I do not believe they can command for any
oiven purpose more than one thousand men. They are said to be well

Supphed with Sharpe’s rifles and revolvers, and that they are bound

by an oath to assist and aid each other 1n the resistence of the laws when
called upon so to do. Independent of the disclosures made by those
who formerly belonged to this association and the hints thrown out in

some of the public journals in their interest, the most practical proof of
the truth of these allegations consists in theu own acts. A few dayssince

a difficulty took phzzce in Douglas county, some ten miles south of

La.wrenc , between one of thesc, men and & man by the name of Cole-

man, fr om Virginia, in relation to a claim ; in Whleh the former was shot

and died 1n1n1ed1ate]y. Coleman was taken into cu stody for trial, by the
sheriff of that county, and to avoid all ground of objection as o legal

authority, Judge Leoompte was written to and requested to attend at

the county seat (it being in his judicial district) and sit as an examin-
ing court. In the meantime a large body of armed men, said to be
from three to four hundred, collected at and near Lawrence for the

avowed purpose of rescuing Coleman from the sheriff and executing

him without a trial. Coleman claims that he shot the man strictly in
self-defence and 1s willing to abide a judicial th,stw.,atlon and trial.
On Monday last a warrant was issued against one of this band of men
for threatening the life of one of his nelghbor , and placed 1n the

hands of the sheriff of the county for execution, who, with a posse of
some ten men, arrested him on Tuesday night, and as he was convey-

ing the prisoner to Lecompton he was met about two o’clock 1n the
morning by a band of t hese men, consisting of between forty and fifty,
all armed with Sha arp’s rifles and revolvers, who forcibly rescued the
prisoner out of his hands, and openly proclaimed that there were no

officers or law 1n this Territory. In the settlement in which these trans-

actions took place there were from sixteen to twenty law and order fam-

1l1es and a,bout one hundred free soil families. At the last advices three

of the houses of the former had been burnt down by this armed band.
Cattle had been killed, and a considerable amount of corn and other
personal property destroyed, and the whole law and order population
of that neighborhood, induced by terror, had fled, except two families,
whose lives were threatened. Helplebs women and children have been
forced by fear and threats to flee from their homes, and seek shelter
and protection in the State of Missoursi. Meabures were being taken
by the legal authorities to procure warrants against these lawless men,
and have “them arrested and legally tried. Uﬂdw these circumstances
the sheriff of the county has called on me for three thousand men to
aid him in the execution of the warrants in his hands, and to protect
him and his prisoner from the violence of this armed force. The force
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