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of threatened hostilities, at the same time advising Colonel Sumner,
by special dispatch, of this movement. On my way to Lawrence, I
met a dispatch from Colonel Sumner, informing me that, upon reflec-
tion, he had changed his determination, and that he would not march
with his command until he had received orders from the proper de-
partment, but that he would be ready to move with his command the
moment such orders came to hand. I proceeded as rapidly as possible
to the camp of General Strickler, on the Wakarusa, six miles east of
Liawrence, and arrived in camp about three o’clock on the morning of
the sixth instant. I found that General Strickler, as well as General
Richardson, had very judiciously adopted the policy of incorporating
‘nto their respective commands all the irregular forces that had
arrived. This was done with the view of subjecting them to military
orders and discipline, and to prevent any unlawful acts or outbreaks.
The great danger to be apprehended was from an unauthorized attack
on the town of Lawrence, which was being strongly fortified, and had
about one thousand and fifty men, well armed, to defend it, with two
pieces of artillery, while, on the other side, there was probably in all
near two thousand men, many of them indifferently armed, but having
a strong park of artillery. I found in the camp at Wakarusa a deep
and settled feeling of hostility against the opposing forces in Lawrence,
and apparently a fixed determination to attack that place and demolish
1t and the presses, and take possession of their arms. It seemed to be
a universal opinion in the camp that there was no safety to the law
and order party in the Territory while the other party were permitted
to retain their Sharp’s rifles, an instrument used only for war purposes.
After mingling with all the leading men in the Wakarusa camp, and
urging on them the importance of avoiding a conflict of arms, that
such a step would probably light the torch of civil war and endanger
the very Union itself, I still found that there was a strong desire with
all, and a fixed determination with many to compel the forces in
Lawrence to give up their arms. Believing that such a demand
would lead to a conflict which, if once commenced, no one could tell
where 1t would end, and seeing no way to avoid it except by the aid
of the United States forces, I again wrote another communication to
Colonel Sumner, and sent it to him by special dispatch about three
o'clock on the morning of the Tth instant, requesting his presence ;
a copy of which I send you herewith, marked K. I received no reply
until my return to this place, after the difficulty had been arranged.
I send you a copy of this reply, marked F. Karly on the morning
of the Tth instant I repaired to the camp at Lawrence, and found
them busily engaged in their fortifications and in drilling their
forces, and had a full and satisfactory interview with the committee
appointed by the forces in Lawrence, 1n relation to the impending
difficulties. So far as the execution of the laws were concerned we
had no difficulty in coming to a satisfactory understanding. It was
at once agreed that the laws of the Territory should have their regu-
lar course, and that those who disputed their validity should, if they
desired to do so, test that question in the judicial tribunals of the
country ; that, in the meantime, no resistance should be made to their
due execution, and the citizens of Lawrence and vicinity were, when



