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DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
Washington, February 16, 18586.

OIR : 1 herewith enclose to you a copy of a proclamation by the Pre-
sident, dated the 11th instant, duly authenticated, and also a copy of
orders 1ssued from the Department of War to Colonel Sumner and
Brevet Colonel Cooke, of the United States army.

The President 1s unwilling to believe that, in executing your duties
as governor of the Territory of Kansas, there will be any occasion to
call in the aid of the United States troops for that purpose, and it is
enjoined upon you to do all that possibly can be done before resorting
to that measure ; yet, 1t it becomes indispensably necessary to do so in
order to execute the laws and preserve the peace, you are hereby au-
thorized by the President to make requisitions upon the officers com-
manding the United States military forces at Fort Leavenworth and
Fort Riley, for such assistance as may be needed for the above specified
purpose.

While confiding in the respect of our citizens for the laws, and the
efficiency of the ordinary means provided for protecting their rights
and property, he deems it, however, not improper, considering the
peculiar situation of affairs in the Territory of Kansas, that you should
be authorized to have the power herein conferred, with a view to meet
any extraordinary emergency that may arise ; trusting that it will not
be used until you shall find a resort to it unavoidable, in order to in-
sure the due execution of the laws and to preserve the public peace.

Betore any actual interposition of the military force on any occa-
sion, you will cause the proclamation of the President, with which
you are herewith furnished, to be publicly read.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

W. L. MARCY.
Hon. WILSON SHANNON,

Governor of the Territory of Kansas.

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.

A PROCLAMATION.

Whereas indications exist that public tranquility, and the supre-
macy of law 1n the Territory of Kansas, are endangered by the repre-
hensible acts or purposes of persons, both within and without the
same, Who propose to direct and control its political erganization by
force; 1t appearing that combinations have been formed therein to
resist the execution of the territorial laws, and thus in effect subvers
by violence all present constitutional and legal authority : it also ap-
pearing that persons residing without the Territory, but near its bor-
ders, contemplate armed intervention in the affairs thereof: it also
appearing that other persons, inhabitants of remote States, are col-
lecting money, engaging men, and providing arms' for the same pur-
pose ; and 1t further appearing that combinations within the Territory




