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KANSAS AND NEBRASKA. Do

(Great B nd, the sand-hills from the South impinge ab-

ruptly on the course of the river; at Pawnee Rock, a
long swell 1n the ground tefminates in an abrupt hill of

highly ferruginous sandstone ; and 10 miles above Chou-
teau's 1 Lmﬂ the hills along the river are vertical, as if
a river had cut a passage through them; and, as you
approach Bent's Fort, the hills generally roll in more
boldly on the river, and the bottoms become narrower,
and the grass more precious.

‘““ At these places the geological formation can be seen
distinctly. On the km er part of the river, 1t 1s con-
glomerate of pfﬂ)m 8, sometimes shell cemented by lime
:-:s...nd. clay, overlaying a stratum of soft sandstone, which
in turn overlays a blue shell, and sometimes the richest
marl. Higher up the river, we find the
same formation, but in addition, argellacious limestone,

description of

containing ammonites and other impressions of shells in
oreat varlety, and 1n more than one instance, distinet
impressions of oyster shells. The dip i both cases
about 6°, and a little north of Hast.

“ The so1l of the plams 18 a granitic sand, intermixed
with the exuviee of animal zmd vegetable matﬁ*e?j Sup-

| 1‘}01“'1:11*19‘ a scanty Vefmt%tion The eye wan ders 1n vain

over these immense wastes in search of trees. Not one
is to be seen. The principal growth 1s the buffalo
orass, cactl 1n endless variety, and very rarely that
wonderful plant, the Ipomea leptophylla, called by
the hunter, man root, from the simlarity of 1ts root
in size and shape to the body of a man. It 1s escu,
lent, and serves to sustain human life, in some of the
many vicissitudes of hunger and privation to which




