. S

KANSAS AND NEBRASEKA. 69

1e beholder - wood, with willow, cherry, and other scrubby trees.
region this :  Buffalo, antelope, and elk were frequent during the
'not far in day, and, in their abundance, Sometilines reminded him
10US a8 one | slightly of the Sacramento valley. ' The next day,
f  they continued their journey up the valley, the country

Nany years preseniing much the same appearance, except that the
the Platte orass was more scanty on the ridges, over which was
) the great . spread a scrubby growth of wild sage; but still, the
hey fzuﬂd bottoms of the creeks were broad, and afforded good
by loaded | pasture ground. Thelr course brought them, in the
ity of the afternoon of the second day, to the main Platte river,
alf a cen- here a handsome stream, with a uniform breadth of
nited with (0 yards, except where widened by frequent islands.
i Taki It was apparently deep, with a moderate current, and
he moun- wooded with groves of large willow. The valley
junication narrowed, as they ascended, and soon degenerated into
he moun- 1 a gorge, through which the river passed as through a
rsued by | gate. They‘ pm’:wed the m%“row passage, and found
a), which 1t soon opening into a beautiful circular valley of 30
ing. He miles diameter, walled m on every side with snowy
» Kansas mountains, but rich with water and grass, and fringed
te, along with pine on the mountain sides below the line of snow.
W Spurs ‘ The Indian name, he says, for this paradise to grazing
d valley ’l flocks, signifies ¢ Cow lodge,”” and the enclosure, the
ng beau- grags, the water, and the herds of buffalo roaming over
a clear, 1t, naturally suggested the 1dea of a park. Its elevation
entering :;Lboive' the sea, 1s 7,720 feet. The Nebraska, or Platte,
ranches, | as 1t 18 more commonly called, collects its first waters
ifty feet | and takes 1ts first form in this elevated cove, and from
They the gorges of the surrounding mountains, and some

lakes within their bosoms. The third and fourth day,



