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Now, $34,982.23 1s to ( $29,009.07 | as $6,000 1s to the
1 \ f_)Al 2.60 | T
lir proportion payable from the appropriation for “salaries
4t and commissions of R. and R.,” and the amount payable 1
direct from the Osage moneys—which 1s salaries and com- .
. Missions $5,061.35; Osage moneys $938.60. z
e You will see by this that the register and receiver re- 1
, celve their proportion of the Indian filing fee when the earn- i
0t Ings are in excess of maximum, and when less than maxi-
@t mum, the register and receiver receive the tull filing fee,
as 1s often the case at the land office at Independence,
*  Kansas. Now, if the right of the Osage Indian nation to
1 the filing fee is denied, it is plain to be seen that the
% United States has not only collected and paid from the
Osage moneys $938.65, but also $5,144, or $6,082.65, or
1180 $82 65 more than the maximum allowance due the regis
it ter and receiver.
gire Is 1t held that the Government has the right to charge

the Indians twice for selling their lands? Can it be equi-
_ table that the Government should deduct from the Osage

moneys more than the entire co@t of selling both the pub-
s lic and Indian lands ? T resp edul] call attention to the

fact that in this instance the p ublic land sold at Garden

..\ N " s : &1 N .
1l City amounted to $120,161.25, and the Indian land to
. $21,577.61, and yet it is proposed to charge the said In-

540 dians with more money than was actually

register and recelver.

pald out to the
I think your sense of justice will
lead you to the conclusion that this is unjust. Not only
are the officers above named paid a proportion of sala-

ries and commissions, from the Indian fund, but a just
proportion of all other expenses is also deducted. The

filing fee is a revenue derived from the sale of Indian
1ands, in this instance ; it is therefore a part of the proceeds
_— of the lands—for if no Indian lands were sold, no fee would
== of course be collected.

/ I also desire to call attention to the fact that the First
' Comptroller has alread y virtually decided that these fees




