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being so, therefore when Congress passed this law of
March 1st, 1889, having express relation to the moneys
out of which alone said ten per cent., or any other com-
pensation to the attorneys, must be paid, and providing,
in said section 4, for the disposition of said moneys,
and thus making the act of Congress to be in part materia.
with said Creek legislation, it is therefrom presumed, as .
amatter of law, and as a rule of interpretation of stat-
utes, that Congress had in view and mind, and thus recog-
wized and validated, the said Creek legislation including
sald two acts ratifying the said six and one-half and said
three and one-half per cent. compensation.

Third. Not only is it presumed, as a matter of law, as
stated in the preceding paragraph, that said section 4 of
the act of March 1st, 1889, was passed 1n vtew and recog-
iition of said Creek legislation, but the letter of Secretary
Vilas, to the chairman of the committee having said
legislation in charge, when 1t was still pending in Con-
oress (such letter being Exhibit G 1n said printed state-
ment, p. 26), expressly called the attention of the com-
mittee, and, through the committee, of Congress to the
existence of said contracts for eompensation, and |
Congressional action reqarding the same, such letter suggest-

Ing that the existing contracts <hould be annulled, and

declaring the willingness ot Crawford “ to accept fom-_
pensation such sum only as the National Council of the Creek
Nation shall deem to be just for ms services, am(.i such as z;{zey 1
may be willing to pay him by a direct act of the?/!: Council f OT
ihat purpose.” *(See Printed Statement, pp- 26, 27)
Thus is fixed upon Congress eXpress and official notice,
tom the Executive, that 1t was anderstood the cﬁomp?n"_
sation of Crawford should be that just compensatl,on
voted by the Creek National Council, and also €xp? ei '
motice of the ratification of that contract of February 413‘

by the Creek National Council.
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