118 THE KANSAS CITY BRIDGE.

Wooden bridges well housed in, have been known to last sixty and even a hun-
dred years, and it is hoped that the wooden parts of this may endure, with

occasional repairs, even twenty or thirty years. This point, however, must be
decided by the sole test of experience.

The following is a synopsis of the materials in the superstructure :
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The position of Kansas City, being as it were on the frontier, made skilied
labor both expensive and difficult to obtain during the first year. After this

time, the increasing population of the town, and the attention attracted by these
works, furnished all that was required.

The following were the average wages paid :



