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THE MAP.

THis is probably the most accurate and reliable Railroad Map that has ever been
offered to the public. It is a fac-simile of the official map prepared from the most
recent surveys and explorations under the authority of the Government at Washing-
ton, and was drawn and engraved by W. J. KEeLER, Esq., of the Indian Bureau, ex-
pressly for this work. The lines of both the great Pacific Railroads are laid down
as nearly as possible as they are to be, and with equal fairness and fidelity. It was
not deemed to be either honest or politic to insult the intelligence of the country by
stretching a favorite line, like a ribbon, across the continent, and attempting to
ignore, as far as possible, all other roads that are not subsidiary to it. All that is
essential to a full and fair understanding of the great question of routes from the
Missouri to the Pacific is given.



KANSAS AND THE COUNTRY BEYOND.

OF the vast territory embraced within our national boundaries,
stretching from ocean to ocean, three-fifths lie west of the Mis-
sissippi, that great Mediterranean river which bisects it from
north to south, dividing it into two vast and strongly distinctive
and dissimilar sections. In this estimate I do not include the
territory recently purchased from Russia. The one is partially
occupied in all its parts; the other is only beginning to be occu-
pied around its borders. The one is now the home of more than
nine-tenths of our people; a century hence, it may be, the dwell-
ing-place of a majority of the American people will be In the
other. The one is a land of forests and navigable rivers, with
mountain systems of moderate altitude, and with topographical
features greatly diversified, often beautiful, but rarely grand; the
other, for the most part, is made up of vast prairies of surpassing
beauty and fertility, and of stupendous mountains, rich in almost
all varieties of minerals, yet presenting barriers to human pro-
gress more formidable, perhaps, than are to be found anywhere
else on the earth’s surface. The one is a good country, surpass-
ingly good, as the past progress and prosperity of our people
abundantly attest; but no man can travel long over the match-
less region which lies beyond the river,—a garden three times
the area of France, with mountains beyond sufficient to supply
the ever-advancing world with precious metals, and an ocean
beyond them, with more people upon its shores and 1slands than
are found on all the other waters of the globe,— without coming
to the strong conviction that the trans-Mississippi section 18 still
better.

But this portion of the earth’s surface is as unique as 1t 18
stupendous. While one part is sublime in altitude and rugged
grandeur, the other and nearer partis equally so in 1ts vast ex-
tent and its continuous yet ever-varying beauty. Those prairies

(9)



6 KANSAS AND THE COUNTRY BEYOND.

look as if an ocean, heaving in grand long swells, had become
suddenly indurated and clothed with luxuriant grass and flowers.
Day after day a man may travel, and still one word will charac-
terize all he sees — Beautiful! Yet there is no monotony, for
every mile reveals beauties in new and peculiar forms. Such 1is
all Kansas, and such is all the country south of Kansas, from the
mountains to the flat grounds which skirt the Mississippi and
the Gulf.

To this general description, however, the greater part of the
valley of the Platte is exceptional. Broad, flat, treeless and
desolate, without lateral streams, and with scanty vegetation, 1t
does not attract settlers. As the Union Pacific Railway, Kastern
Division, is pushed forward, section after section, up the Kansas
—now 250 miles beyond the Missouri — settlers 1n thousands
follow it, and even precede it, so that already numerous towns
have grown up where, two years ago, Indians and buftaloes were
roaming, each surrounded with well-tilled and productive farms.
The Union Pacific Railroad of the Platte, however, has only
drawn settlements after it about a hundred miles west of the

Missouri. Beyond that the country remains almost as desolate
as ever.

The centre of Kansas is very nearly the geographical centre of
the United States. It may, therefore, with great propriety be
called the CENTRAL StaTE. This is well, for 1t 18 perhaps the most
fertile, as it is unquestionably the most beautiful, of the great sister-
hood ; and through its gushing heart, as I believe, the great artery
of the world’s commerce is destined to flow. There 1s hardly a
sterile spot, as there is not a miasmatic swamp, nor a rugged
mountain, within its broad domain. I had heard much of Kan-
sas before I saw it, but the half had not been told. Last fall 1 was
through it as far as Fort Riley and Junction City; and although
it was in November, when everything was sere and dry, L was
much impressed with its beauties and its almost boundless capa-
bilities. This year, as one of the excursionists over the Union
Pacific Railway, I again visited 1t in June, when Nature had
arrayed herself in her most gorgeous attire. The effect upon my
mind was still more impressive, and I resolved to take time to
acquaint myself well with everything calculated to interest the
minds of such as had thoughts of emigrating, and of all who take



THE TWO GREAT RAILROADS. T

an Interest in the greatness, the grandeur, and the boundless
resources of our national heritage.

THE TWO GREAT RAILROADS.

It 18 rather an awkward and embarrassing circumstance that
the road which runs up the valley of the Platte, and that which
runs up the valley of the Kansas, should both bear nearly the
same name. The first is the Union Pacific Railroad ; the other
the Union Pacific Raillway, Eastern Division. This sameness of
name arose out of the original programme, which was, that the
Kansas road should be carried up the Republican Fork of the
Kansas river, thence across the Platte river at the 100th meridian,
and there unite with the Platte road. But by Act of Congress,
of July, 1866, the Kansas Company were authorized to build their
road up the Smoky Hill instead of the Republican, and make
their junction with the other road at Denver, or that vicinity, at
about the 105th meridian. This change retarded the work on the
Kansas road considerably; but it greatly shortens the line to
Denver, and leads the road through a much better country —one
of good soil, abundance of water, and through a section abound-
ing in coal and pine timber.

But what is of still more importance, the road by the Smoky
Hill route has a slicht southern bearing as far as the western line
of Kansas, at which point, or near it, it is in contemplation to
change the direction of the main line to the southwest, through
the southeastern corner of Colorado, and thence, through New
Mexico, Arizona, and Southern California, to San Krancisco.
The original plan, however, of pushing on to Denver, 1s to be car-
ried out. The feasibility and the advantages of this southwestern
route, around the mountains instead of over them, are fully dis-
cussed in my concluding letters; and I trust the reader, who will
favor me with an attentive perusal of the facts and arguments
offered, will agree with me in the opinion that this is by far the

better route to the Pacific.

RAILROADS A NECESSITY IN THAT COUNTRY.

To subdue and occupy such a country as that beyond the Mis-
sissippi, will require greater forces than were employed in the
conquest of the section of our country east of that river, where,
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although very much aided by navigation on the lakes, and on the
Ohio and other rivers, settlement was half a century creeping from
the Alleghenies to the Mississippi, as it had been an entire cen-
tury making its way from the tidewater of the Atlantic to the
western slope of the Alleghenies. In the trans-Mississippl re-
gion, where Nature assumes vaster and sterner features, and where
there are few available rivers to aid in the work, artificial means
of transportation are imperatively necessary, and must first be
supplied. The old process must be inverted. The locomotive
must precede the plough, and the town the farm. Hven Kansas,
with all 1ts fertility — except for a comparatively short distance
along 1ts eastern border—could not be occupied in any other
way. Colorado, except a few of the best of its gold mines, is
practically valueless until reached by rail. New Mexico, with its
rich resources, pastoral, agricultural, and mineral, 18 yet almost
an unknown land to our people, although we have had possession
of it for twenty years. Arizona 1s still more isolated and un-
known, rich as 1t 1s in mineral treasures. California we reach by
sea, and by passing through the territory of a foreign nation.
And what 1s true of the line here indicated 1s equally true of that
of the road which runs up the wvalley of the Platte, and which
opens a way into the territory of the great Central Plateau, and
of the remote Northwest.

THE EXCURSION.

At the invitation of Joun D. Purry, Esq., President of the
Union Pacific Rallway Company, Kastern Division, a large party
of ladies and gentlemen, including many members of Congress,
set out from Philadelphia on the 81st day of May, 1867, to make
an excursion to Fort Harker, in Kansas, 225 miles west of the
Missourt river, then the terminus of that road. Handsome and
commodious saloon and sleeping-cars were provided, which were
taken entirely through and back, and everything that well-directed
generosity could do to render the excursion pleasant and agree-
able, was done. Col. SAMUEL S. Moon, of Philadelphia, who had
charge of the expedition, will be long and cordially remembered
by the excursionists, for the graceful courtesies extended by him
to the members of the party.

As we progressed through State after State, our numbers
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augmented, and every accession only added to the social enjoy-
ment.

At St. Louls we remained over the Sabbath, (but indeed we
only reached it that morning for a late breakfast,) and on Monday
afternoon, with more cars and more excursionists, we set off for
Kansas, arriving at L.eavenworth for breakfast on Tuesday morn-
ing, 305 miles. Here we had a grand reception —a sumptuous
dinner, a ride to Fort Leavenworth, where we were warmly wel-
comed by Generals Hancock and HorrmaN, and their ladies; then
a ride over the charming heights which overlook the city, the
river, and the beautiful and well-cultivated little valleys which
lay beneath. In the evening we ran over to Lawrence, where we
met a similar reception, had a spirited meeting and quite a plea-
sant time. The next day we started up the matchless valley of
the Kansas, dined at Topeka, and slept at Junction City. The fol-
lowing day we ran on, dined at Salina, and arrived at Clear Creek,
a short distance on this side of Fort Harker, then the end of the
finished road. IHere the narrative 1s taken up in the following
letters. But my object 1in this publication 1s not so much to give
an account of the trip as to speak of the country and the great
work which we came out to see.

The following 1s a list of the excursionists who joined the party
east of the Mississippi:

Hon. Simon Cameron and wife, Pa. J. D. Mallery, Philadelphia.

Hon. Benj. H. Brewster, Att’y Gen., Pa.

Hon. H. A. Risley, Washington.

Miss Risley, Washington.,

Hon. A. F. Stevens and wife, N. H.

Hon. J. A. Nicholson and wife, Del.

Hon. A. H. Laflin, wife and daughter,
N. Y.

Hon. W. E. Chandler, wife and son,
Washington.

Hon. Frank Jordan and wife, Pa.

Hon. C. H. Van Wyck, N. Y.

Hon. B. M. Kitchen, West Virginia.

Hon. C. D. Hubbard, West Virginia.

Hon. J. L. Thomas, Baltimore.

Hon. G. S. Orth, wife and son, Lafayette,
Ind.

Hon. G. W. Julian, Indiana,

Hon. W. E. Niblack, Indiana.

J. B. Lippincott and wife, Philadelphia.

W. Hinchman, Philadelphia.

E. M. Paxson, Philadelphia.

John Price Wetherill, Philadelphia.

Samuel S. Moon, Philadelphia,

Anthony Taylor, Philadelphia.
J. Norris Robinson, Philadelphia.
Thomas S. Stewart, Philadelphia.
H. C. Thompson, Philadelphia.
J. C. Browne, Philadelphia.

B. J. Taylor, Philadelphia.
Charles H, Rogers, Philadelphia.

Maj. A. R. Calhoun, Philadelphia Press.

Francis Wells, Philadelphia Bulletin.
A. K. Pedrick, Philadelphia Inquirer.
G. B. Van Wyck, N. Y.

John C. Wyman, New York.

J. R. Young, New York Tribune.

J. R. Fitch, New York World.

N. B. Hogg and wife, Pittsburgh.
Miss Nellie Hall, Pittsburgh.

E. D. Kennedy, Pittshurgh.

Josiah Copley, Pittsburgh.

Wm. McManus, Reading.

Miss McManus, Reading.

H. E. Steele, Coatesville, Pa.

Mrs. Burnside, Pa.

Mrs. Dr. Bobbs, Indianapolis.
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Mrs. Usher, son and niece, Indiana.
D. E. Small, York, Pa.

R. R. Robinson, Wilmington, Del.
W. W. Taylor, Baltimore.

J. Birckhead, Baltimore.

C. C. Fulton, Baltimore American.
Greorge Abell, Baltimore.

B. F. Newcomer, Baltimore.

H. A. Riddle, Baltimore.

Wm. W. Taylor, Baltimore.
Frederick Schley, Frederick, Md.
C. C. Beaman, Jr., Washington.
Marquis de Chambrun, Washington.

i

THE COUNTRY BEYOND.

Col. J. E. Schley, West Virginia.
Wm. P. Hubbard, West Virginia.
J. I. Underwood, Indiana.

W. L. Woods, Indiana.

George Rutledge, London, England.
Cyrus Yale, New Orleans.

Gen. G. W. Morgan, Ohio.

H. J. Budd, Kansas.

J. H. Riley, Alta California.

H. G. Howard, Detroit.

M. Rennick, Detroit.

Dr. S. S. Ward, Chicago Jour. of Com
J. F. Comstock, Connecticut.

The following named excursionists joined the party at St. Louis
and points west of the Mississippi:

Mr. John .D. Perry, Pres’t U. P. R. W.,
E. D.

Col. C. B. Lamborn, Sec’y U. P. R. W
E. D., and wife, St Louis.

Mrs. Perry and Miss Perry, St. Louis.

Miss Annie Pulliam, St. Louis.

Miss Grover, St. Louis.

Edward Hays, St. Louis.

Charles H. Peck, St. Louis.

John R. Shepley, St. Louis.

R. J. Lockwood and two sons, St. Louis.

Mr. Lackland, St. Louis.
Mr. Robbins, St. Louis.
J. P. Collier, St. Louis.
Mr. D. Collier, St. Louis.

Mr. C. S. Greeley and daughter, St. Louis.

Hon. J. S. Thomas, St. Louis.

H. ¥. Zeider, St. Louis Republican.
Wm. Fayel, St. Lowis Republican.
D. M. Grisson, St. Louis Ev’g Dispatch.
Mr. Adolphug Meier, St. Louis.
John Meier, St. Louis.

George D. Hall, St. Louis.

Miss Deench, St. Louis.

Mrs. Rodgers, St. Louis.

S. W. Andron, St. Louis.

Hon. W. A. Pile, St. Louis.

Col. C. S. Brown, St. Louis.

Hon. J. B. Henderson, St. LOIllS
H. V. Myers, St. Louis.

Mr. F. B. Shoemaker, St. Louis.
C. L. Draper, St. Louis.

W. Stenngle, West, Post, St. Louis,
Henry C. Lynch, St. Louis.

A. H. Martin, St. Louis.

Lucian Eaton, St. Louis.

A. H. Hibbard, St. Louis.

George Partridge, St. Louis.

Mrs. T. G. Meier, St. Louis.

Hon. C. H. Branscomb St. Louis.
S. C. Burch, Missour: Demacmt. '
Mrs. McCullough, St. Louis.

Mrs. Brown, St. Louis.

H. A. Stinson, New York.

B. C. Riggs, New York.

S. J. Colgate, New York.

W. H. Brusin, New York.

Mryr. Tillford, New York.

Wm. R. Cole, Baltimore.

Col. L. M. Dayton, U. S. A.

Gen. Hoffman, U. S. A.

(xen. Morgan, U. S. A.

Mrs. Gen. Morgan, Fort Leavenworth.
Miss Mills, Fort Leavenworth.
Major Page, U. S. A.

Col. Irwin, U. S. A.

Capt. C. A. Allegood, U. S. A.

Col. Wilson, U. S. A.

Major-Gen. Hancock, U. S. A.
Gren. Haines, U. S. A.

Gren. Hazen, U. S. A.

Col. Brown, U. S. A.

Col. Mc¢Kissock, Gen. Sup. P. R. R.
M. C. Shoemaker, Ohio.

J. W. Miller, Cincinnati Commercial.
Hon. Mr. Newcomb, Missouri.
Hon. Lewis V. Bogy, Washington.
Alfred Hibbard, Tennessee.

Gen, J. L. Donaldson and wife, U. S. A.
Hon. S. J. Crawford, Gov. of Kansas.
















































































































































































































































