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._-:'THE"!_ROUTE‘BEYOND EANSAS, 7L w7

* California, - The one W111 render Utﬂ.h and Nevade ncce531ble “and .
proba,blyr be ,the means of rootlng out the Social abominations exist- |
. ing in the former termtory ; the other:. Wlll bring the beautiful plalne ’
and valleys, and the 1nnumerable mines of gold, silver and copper of

the more southern range of States and terrltorlee within' easy reach
of the great body of the American people. ' And whatever may be the
: elnount and value of the through trade of the letter whether more or

~ less, its way business cannot fail to be enormous,- Althouo-h but little
~ more than halfway through Kansas, it is already proﬁtable as I have
. heretofore shown, both. to the G‘rovernrnent and the ‘Company; Iand L3
 now 1ntend to show that there is not likely to be a section of a hun-r- :
~dred miles on the entire route bnt will contribute handscmely in eome -'

- shape to its revenue and. eupport I now propose to speak more par-_.
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o Pond Creek the pomt to Whlch a number of the gentlemen of our

: party extended their: exourelon 'i8 " twa- hundrec{ miles weet of Fort

- Harker, up the valley of the Smoky ‘Hill,'and four hundred and twen- X
- ty-five miles west of the Missouri river at Kansas C1ty 1t is omne -

hundred' and elcrhty-eeven miles" southeast of Denver and four hun- |
dred ‘and- two'miles northeast of ‘Santa Fé.*" It is 'to this pomt that
- the Government snbmdy of bonds to this road gra,nted by Act of Con- -
gress, extends.’ It -is mthln some 'six' or’eight miles' of" the eastern
line‘of Colorado, and g httle nea.rer to the eonthern hne of Kaneae.f
‘than the place of beginning: 71ttt Jiites G0 vadaiiings pil 0l ez ¥
- 1 Of the country through Whmh the road passes in the Sta,te of Ka,n- =
eae I have already epoken (0} fully that I need ‘not'advert to it here.
At Pond Creek; or somewhere in that vicinity, the southwéstern 11ne '
- leaves the hne to- Denver—--nowI be1n<r located’ (cmd which is Z)y no
. means':abandoned)—and paesee ‘over‘'a rolling buﬁ‘a,lo-grass prairie
“divide” to I‘ortJLyon on’the“Arkansas, s dletanoe of ‘about sixty-
- five miles.”: An extenewe district of very good agricultural land lies-
around. Fort._[;yon. Leewncr Fort Liyon, the line follows the valley of
the Purgatmre * river, in a eouthweet direction, over one hundred and -
_twenty miles ——-stlll through ) buﬁ'alo-graes reglon—-—to the eastern -
' base of the Raton mountaln 'Wthh is covered with, a heavy growth -
of valuable tnnber, and . abounde in ooa,l of superior, qua,hty, s0me of,_.'g‘;'
the velne bemfr frorn eleven to terteen feet n thlcknese 1‘
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Al Tlne nnxne 1e genemlly, but mcorrectly, Wntten Purgatory on onr meps. ‘ Out on ' f"f
the plains some of our fellows have corrupted it into ¢ Picket-wire.?” ici i.ii. |

" T Since my return home I received a letter from g gentleman in'St. Louis; eta.tmg
ﬂl&t Mr. Sanderson, propnetor of the Sa.nte. Fé sta.ges had brought to thet clty 80me 8 i,
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